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Defensor forms new CHEd’s committee 9-year-old masterminds 0 & А with Ryan 
movement to instill Pinoy members оп nursing theft of P50,000 worth for sneak preview 
sense of brotherhood resign en masse of truck spare parts of ‘Philippine Idol* 


GMA: Ceasefire now 
hefore peace talks 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO YESTER- 
day ruled out the resumption of peace talks with 
‘communist rebels unless they agreed to an Im- 
radiate ceasefire nationwide. 

"The Communist Party ofthe Pillp- 
pines-Niw Pooples Army (CPP-NPA) has shut 
the door to peace by carrying out viclance and 
e aggression against the people while making 
PALACE AE Saturdáy, July 8, 2006 dek — 6sections | Vol.21 / No.210 РІВ  westewenrnglnet GALA 


Rebel ‘powerhouse’ falls 


6 Magdalo -— 
officers, ; 
2 civilians 

seized in QC 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Dona Pazzibugan 


THE RAIDERS, ALL 
wearing bullet-proof 
Yests, struck so swiftly 
at dawn that it was over 
in two minutes. Cor- 
nered, some of the 
rebel soldiers—among 
the countrys most 
wanted fugitives—tried 
io escape by jumping 
over a wall only to find 
other military and po- 
lice raiders on the other 
side waiting for them. 

i; In а welkplanned attack, po : "НЕ TOP BRASS present the media a veritable harvest of “fugitives,” junior officers linked to the 
ice and military agents yesterday D ievood mutiny im 2003. They are from left, ILt Sonny Sarmiento, 1Lt Nathaniel Rabonza, Lt 
captured six Magdalo officers and х Saigon Gay avy Le. Kiram Sadava, LL. Patricio Bumidang, 2Lt. Aldrin Baldonado, Front row (from 
two civilians, and seized guns, ex- eft} PNP chief Oscar Calderon, AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga; Army chief Lt. Gen. 

plosives and papers which of Hermogenes Esperon. sons 
Gials said raised suspicions they d 

might be plotting to bomb the " 2 

PERS Rote wie he i Strike 3 for lawyer 


dent Macapagal-Arroyo delivers 


Pied i a 
on July 24. h fu 
Lr it arrested with 'fugitives 
ori с 
people going the rounds, the peo- " 
ple known for destabilization,” d Y By Luige A. del Puerto years in the company of men 
newly installed national police a Кот the extreme ends of the po- 
[Im ree awk алто wrt gm 
‘Oscar Calderon said. 1 six Magdalo soldiers yesterdayin "Тһе indication is that he ap- 
Dac кыы E Mariai eM patta teda Ме ме 
powerful institutions in the coun- ‘Two ranking police officers nal Investigation and Detection 
try—the Philippine National Po- said the arrest of Christopher Group. 
Too Lais a ee 
S овла THE “POWERHOUSE,” police сай die residence at No, 34 Adler Se, Fest Quezon iy, wherekay the exten of = HEU re “driver and bodyguard” of 
ment. the pair were arrested in Marilao, 


Belmonte had been caught Bulacan, in October 1997. 
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MÉorex reserves hit record $21B in June weme ema 


By Doris C. Dumlao reported yesterday that the from the redemption of Brady up in June following the retire ‘Nj 1 , f il 
тороо Okei атпа Bonds in May: Sx dc onde. Nicole' fails 


4HECOUNTRYSGROSSINTER. time high of $21.15 bilion at Тһе Philippine government Taking advantage of the sharp 

THE o mecs (GIR) reached endJume from $20.95 billion at bought back $411 million or 53 резо appreciation, the Philippine Í 

the S21-billon mark for thefirst end May. рии “ofthe "oustanding goverment replicated the debt to show up, 
the б Шоп та mesures C Tetangco attributed the high- amount of Brady Bonds—a bitter management tack pursued by 

time in June яра ана er GIR level to the BSP’ foreign reminder of the counuy’s debt Latin American counties dot suffers a 

Fol ower foreign inflows co exchange operations, income criss years. had bounced back from their fis- 


emerging markets like the from investments abroad, de- BSP sources earlier мей cal woes like Brazil, Mexico and 
Philippines Posts By the national govere. thar $300 milion worth of cl Se by ym beck те Dreakdown 
„ Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas ment ‘of proceeds from project erals consisting of zero-coupon bulk of the remaining Brady 


‘Palace timed Lim video 


release for CBCP meet’ 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Christian V. Esguerra 
THE VIDEOTAPE OF BRIG. GEN. DANILO LIM 
was released ahead of the two-day plenary as- 
sembly of the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines, whlch starts today, as part ot 
Malacañang's strategy, two oppostion lamaie 
ers sald yosterday. 
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2 Um ы By Volt Contreras A 
In this school, lessons spill into toilet 222.22 “== 
= н кек: 25 traumatic for "Nicole." Bush at 60: 


жт THE OVERCROWDED COM. Rooms ur filed to bursting, The Filipino complainant in | 
monwealth Elementary School in with some classes having more f” 3 р the Subic rape case did not show efti 1 
Quezon Сиу, class size isn’t the than 70 students. In some cases, tp for yesterdays scheduled con- Getting older 
only issue three kids share a single desk. M tinuation of her testimony, forc- i 
rolled this year alone, teachers book. postponement of the hearing. " 
fled er d. ou AMD еринин еке, | WASHINGTON ATT 
dents cramming them into every tween the Payatas dump site and her therapist, Nicole was actually | gening older, President 
available space, including corri- one of the city's largest shanty- prepared to go to the Makati Re- | берук W Bush turned 60 
dors, bathrooms and garages. towns, this public elementary gional Trial Court but suffered à on Thurs 
‘Commonwealth Elementary school is one of the world's most "breakdown" about an hour be- ‘Bush celebrated his birth- 
now bas seven buildings with 85 populous grade schools. fore the 1 p.m. proceedings. | day with friends on Tuesday 
classrooms. These include a bathe Тһе dire situation here has be- . "They reported her condition to |- ar White House parry on 
тоот that was converted into a come symbolic of the Philippines Judge Benjamin Pozon shortly a | Independence Day and 
Classroom and even lessons being educational system as а ter he banged the gavel and recit- | there were not supposed to 
held in corridors. whole—too few resources are be- § edan opening prayer. фе апу festivities on Thurs- 
‘Ventilation is poor in some ing used to educate too many stu- 3 "The defense did not object to | Gay. Still the occasion was 


rooms and Їп others, the desks dents in too little time: а ihe motion for postponement | expec ed 
тоот ап tp che windows that ^ The Department of Education EDUCATION GOES TO POT The toilet ofthe Commonwealth Elem. School made by Senior State Prose кайшы” 
the kids get soaked when it rains. minusas in QC witha student population of 1,900 was converted into a classroom. NicoLE/ AIO 
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cation system of a school,” Div- 
inagracia said. 

The result is that new gradu- 
ates fail to gain acceptance in 
even local hospitals. 

There were about 100,000 
nursing graduates last year, pro- 
duced by some 470 nursing 
schools nationwide. 

“There is pressure from school 
owners for us to bring down stan- 
dards,” Lorenzo said. "You cannot 


‘Committee members 


ine QUALITY OF NURSING GRADUATES AND OF 
nursing education has dropped because the Com- 
mission on Higher Education has surrendered to 


: business and political interests. 
S This daim was made by the lyn E. Lorenzo, director of the In- 
Eois ‘Technical Committee on stitute of Health Policy and De- 
Ў Nursing Education (TCNE), which velopment Studies. 

was formed to give advice to the Из members are Carmelita C. 
Я commission, and whose members Divinagracia, dean of the Univer- 
resigned en masse yesterday. siy of ‘the  East-Ramon 
S In their resignation letter, the Magsaysay Medical Center Col- 
E committee members said the lege of Nursing; Remedios L. Fer- 
{CHEd "lacks the will to assure nandez of the Board of Nursing; 
Amelia Rosales, chief of nurses at 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


solve a problem with another 
problem. The solution is to re- 
duce the number of schools, not 
lowerstandards." 

The TCNE members also said 
they had recommended, without 
success, the restoration of the 
abolished extra year for nursing, 
making it a five-year course 


They said this was necessary to 
make Filipino nurses competitive 


‘oppositions move to unseat Ms Ar- 
royo over allegations she cheated in 
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dia and China. 


had waned. 


Science and math. 


with their counterparts from In- 


Puno said it was not only the 
quality of nursing education that 


“Lam the first to admit that the 

quality of tertiary education has 

gone down in general, including 

nursing. This.is due to the very 

poor skills of students in English, 
v said. 

Puno also said that if there 


We don’t have the numbers, 
opposition leader in House admits 
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CHEd blamed for nursing mess 


should be blame, part of it should 
fall on the TCNE members "who 
had been there for the last four or 
five years” and were "part of poli- 
cymaking.” 

Hesaid resignation was not the 
way to deal with the problems be- 
setting the system. 

“If they want to convince us, 
they should... present hard facts 
and statistics and argue with us," 
Puro said. 


members, а total of 51 congressmen 
‘subsequently voted to impeach Ms 


They were, however, antim- 


Equality nursing education.” = M however, апі. 
E "We believe that the TCNE and the Makati Medical Center; Zyl- тне остон ог Tm Чан m асо ig- ун аа заа a 
CHE ме divided in their positions ma Sanchez, formerly with the h асоеи те ا‎ р PER 
Son the diferent nursing education Philippine Heart Center; Glen шге учак diee — 4 e E eee кс 
шау issues. We feel that we по Vargas, dean of the University Of gajyart of the o is St DE hae dese penu га s 

Š longer have the support of the CHEd Santo Tomas College of Nursing; Ii dimen аср таана pep grea 

SSeommisiones and some regional and Ria Tamse, depuy director Gao ela a аа ba bicis lenit s е роф fcri 

Ё directors in upholding the quality of for nursing ie Gees ee ae Lens — Effects of crisis on 
{Philippine nursing education, which eral Hospital said. the House minority lacked were noshows when the plenary week against Ms Arroyo. Vera said the group had been had 


$s our primordial mission? they said. 
R 8 
Vested interests 


‘warm bodies о propel the rehashed 


"Nursing has become one of pisse que 
al. 


the most, if not the most, popular 
courses. But itis beset by ... prob- 


junked the impeachment case on 
5. 
The rest of the 40 NPC members 


peachment counsel. 


‘Macalintal is Ms Arroyo's im- 


“These cases are politically moti- 


ing forums so members could better 
understand the implications of the 
country’s continuing political crisis 


" "Not ай NPC members who in the House voted with the majority vated, have no factual or legal basis, She said she hoped politicians 

$. They added that instead of act- lems. There is a rapid increase in 1 сани J d de hop 

Чеш жесш ner tiene mtorr ere EI, edere usos spem cepe усы ы pant trary n 
Ё СНА had “buckled down to pres- а slow deterioration of the quali- = Teodoro toid he Dam yesterday. complaints оп a technicality. louse," he said in recent a gin solving the problems ofthe coun- 
[Сыын a dy derin E Жыры емне mot aii be БЫ bo be теу Солано teenie 
3 к 3 em eight House memi x Pingoy would no yen Ko" at polites. 
ко, poe aa! ере ајран belonging to the NPC wing led by join the revived impeachment drive. Polo Club in Forbes Park, Makati. “Like a vagrant, these cases have no 
| Seay leach i- ing rae in the nursing border House Minor Leader Prancis Е. Alhough on paper he House mi еу Vera, one of the grout vee means of egal and fl p+ 
e Cul cox e De gem Kew ears ee RU frr ore. ге leaders, said their members were not | port; Macalintal sid in his speech 


said she expected the result of the. 
last board exam, now mired in a 
leakage controversy, tò be the 
same. 


Chair Carlito Puno said: "I deny 
that. We їп the commission told 
them that we must be careful 
‘with our decisions. Huwag sugod 

лал sugod (Let us not rush) be- 

S сае these kinds of decisions are 

E specifie to a class and have legal 
implications." 

Laer, however, Puno admitted 
that the issue had “political, eco- 

Homie апд legal implications 

[that] should [be considered]." 


Beset by problems 
The TCNE is chaired by Mari- 


Chavit tells 


LOCOS SUR GOV LUIS "CHAVIT* 
Singon yeserday denied that he 
had a hand in the fling of charges 
against ousted President Joseph 
Estrada by former beauty queen 


‘Flying deans’ 

Divinagraca said a survey con- 
ducted three years ago revealed a 
number of unqualified nursing 
school deans. pora 

She said some were “fying ` Escada had claimed that Pelaez 
deans,” meaning they were serv- «. was being manipulated by Singson, 
ing аз deans and or faculty mem- ` a former buddy whose “Jueteng” ex- 
bers in more than one school. 

"Definitely this affects the edu- 


E Time to get what you love. 


E 
Ei The BMW One-Year Deferred Payment Plan. 
E Extended until July 30, 2006. 
E: +The One-Year Deferred Payment Plan starts wilh a 50% downpayment. 
E * The et monthly payment follow only after one year or on the 13th month. 
E < Monthly payments can be extended up to 2 years. 

Ё This innovative ownership solution is available on all brand new BMW models. 
E am 

a 
EDO vene 


Prestige Cars BMW 2124 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati Cty * Tel (02) 8928127 to 29 «Fax (02) 8167325 


олут 


evidence on hand, Ms- Pelaez 
doesn’t need to be manipulated ed. 
to file charges against a man of 


said in a statement. 


Erap's stature and in the process 
expose herself to harassment and 
unsavory speculations,” Singson ed," 


Singson also deplored Estra- 
da's penchant for finger-pointing 
and blame-throwing to ward off 
"With these incontrovertible.the negative media mileage that 

Pelaez's*tomplaint-hasgenerat- 


‘Asked what message he would 


Erap: I’m not behind Joelle 


According to Singson, Pelaez 
appears to be smast and knows 
that for the case to prosper it 
must be backed up with sufficient 
hard evidence such as bank 
records and other official docu- 
ments. 


like to send to his erstwhile 
friend, Singson quickly respond- 

or a change, come to grips 
withthe truth. Quit acting inno- 
centand accept the fact that reali- 
ty has finally caught up with 
you.” 

Singson also sought to clarify 
that Estrada's optimism on his ac- 
quitta! from plunder charges was 
a lite bit premature. 


Defensor launches Madyaas 
Confederacy, a ‘neo-con’ group 


By Cynthia D. Balana. 


PRESIDENTIAL CHIEF OF STAFF MICHAEL 
Defensor launched yesterday a new group 
that would advocate for peace and promote 
programs to strengthen the Filipino national. 
identity and love of country. 

Called the Madyaas Confederacy, the group 
was named after the first formal political or- 
ganization, formed in Panay by 10 Bornean 
datus who migrated to the Philippines in the 
early 13th century. 

Defensor led the new members in simple 
oath-taking rites in San Juan. He said the 
Madyaas symbolized the beginning of Fil- 
pino nationhood which his group hopes to re- 
vive 

Defensor said that President Macapagal- 


T Arroyo had been informed of the group's for- 


mation and that he, along with Agrarian Re- 
form Secretary Nazzer Pangandaman, had 
asked tobe excused from the Cabinet meeting 
yesterday to lead the Madyaas’ launching 
which coincided with the anniversary of the 
founding of the Katipunan during the Spanish 


By Cynthia D. Balana. 


А FORMER LEADER OF THE YOUNG OFFICERS 
Union (YOU who took pa in the bloody siege of 
Makati during the 1989 coup auempt yesterday 
defended beleaguered Scout Ranger Gen. Danilo 
Lim, saying the later was only used by interest 
groups “ust like what happened to usin 1989." 
Former undersecretary Abraham Purug- 
ganan, a former Army colonel, said he sympa- 
thized with close friend Lim, adding that he was 
willing to help Lim dear the air surrounding the 
failed coup provided that he was cleared by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to do so. 
Purugganan, who said he had not talked to 
Lim since last year, said the US Military Acade- 
my graduate was a victim of circumstances as. 
well as interes groups, including politicians, 
“kes always that way" he said. "We were used 
and then dropped hastily . . hanging on ай. Jûst 
like what was done to us in the pas," he said, 
referring to his and Lim's experience during the 
1989. 
Purugganan had said he regretted having al 
lowed himself to be used by vested ролі 


occupation. 

He denied that the group was pro-Arroyo 
and that it was formed to counter the opposi- 
tion's impeachment campaign against the 
President. 

“This is not a political group and we do not 
intend to transform it into a political party. We 
will register this as an advocacy group. We are 
а neo-conservative group,” Defensor said in 
an the interview. 

Unlike other groups whose political leanings 
were sometimes ambiguous, he said, Madyaas 
would make a clear stand on any issue. 

‘Other co-founders of the group are: Forme: 
undersecretary Abraham Puruganan, Manila. 
Rep. Miles Roces and Agusan del Sur Gov. Ed 
ward Plaza. 

Defensor also enumerated the group's 7 
point program for action, namely, to advocate 
for political and economic reforms, to en 
hance national security, to strengthen demo 
cratic institutions, to build a conducive envi 
ronment for peace, to promote business activ 
ities, to build the global Filipino village and to 
advocate for the revival of national pride, 


Former YOU comrade offers 
to help Danny Lim clear the air 


terests during the 1989 coup and subsequentis 
severed tes with former Sen. Gregorie 
Honasan. 

Lim, on the other hand, took part in the 
peace talks that the administration of President 
Fidel Ramos held with mutinous soldiers and 
availed himself of amnesty given by Congress 
for his participation in the coup. 

Purugganan attributed Lim's repeat of the 
"mistakes" to "wrong association” and "wrong. 
information." 

“That's your lot if you are a soldier If you 
don't manage to see the real situation in the 
country, you could be influenced and aet оп 
wrong information," Purugganan explained. 

He added : "Таке а close ook at the video di 
(showing Lim reading an anti-government 
statement). He doesn't look comfortable wit 
what he's saying. The Danny 1 know is sel 
sured. 1 think if he were the one who prepared 
the statement he read in the footage, just ЇЇ, 
‘what we did in 2001 when we issued a stat 
ment about YOU, he would have been very cor 
fient about what he was reading. I did not see 
such confidence in this new video.” 


^ a0) 


SATURDAY, JULY 8, 2006 


Coup 
plot 
report 


finding board yesterday tumed in its official 
report on the eb. 24 failed coup plot to Armed 
+ Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga. 
AFP Inspector Rear Admiral Rufino Lopez, 
who headed the eight-man fact-finding 
board, handed the 43-page report to Senga at 
the Army headquarters in Fort Bonifacio. 
"The Lopez board began is investigation in 


AFTER THREE MONTHS, A MILITARY FACT. 
Ra 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


the Scout 
ines and the Philippine National 
Force allegedly plotted 
President Macapa- 
ersary of the 
people power revolt. 

А 33-page alleged draft of the report was 

leaked to the media last Monday. 
Lopez refused to discuss the report, saying 


na 


itwas up to Senga to disclose it. 

"T will review this. I will study it. I will Jook at 
the recommendations. If there is a need for some 
people to go through court-martial then 1 will or- 
der the conduct of a pre-trial investigation. After 
that, charges will be fled then the court-martial 
proceedings will be done,” Senga said. 

But he stressed: "I am not pressured by 
anything." Dona Z, Pazzibugan 
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estimates that for 2006, the country needed 
10,549 new classrooms, 1.22 million desis, 
67.03 million textbooks and 12,131 more 
teachers to deal with the crush. 

"The Philippines has 87 million people, with 
the population growing at 1.95 percent a 
year Pressure from the Roman Catholic 
Church, which counts most Filipinos as fol- 
lowers, hes hampered efforts to, promote 
birth control. ч 

‘Ironically while other public schools in the 
area complain about lack of students, many 
parents are pressing to have their children en- 
Tolled at Commonwealth Elementary because. 
it is near their homes or their place of 
work-—a nearby public market. 

On enrollment day in June, many parents 
came to personally plead that their kids be al- 
lowed in despite the overcrowding. 

"Look at that classroom with 80 kids in it. 
What kind of education will your child get 
, there? one exasperated teacher said. 
| “Burmy other children are already enrolled 
i 
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here,” the mother pleaded. 

‘School principal Avelina Salvador says 
most of the children come from the nearby 
slum where thousands of informal settlers 
crowd into small shanties made of scrap wood 
and galvanized iron sheets. 

‘The annual tuition fee at the nearby 
cchureh-run Claret School for boys is P60,000, 
equivalent to six months’ wages of a typical 
minimum-wage camer in Manila. 


Better off 

Commonwealth Elementary is also attrac- 
tive because it is perceived to be safe—a po- 
lice station sits nearby—and because some 
pre-schoolers get free snacks. The children 
do not have enough money to buy their own 
food. 

For all its problems, it is actually one of the 
better equipped government-run schools in 
the country, Salvador says. 

It has acquired computers for students’ use 
and even conducts pre-school classes and spe. 
cial education classes for disabled kids as well 
as “madrasa” classes for Muslim children on 
Saturdays. 

‘The Philippines provides virtually free edu- 
" cation for the first six years—or grades one to 

six—but the standards in government-run 
schools are usually much lower than those in 
expensive private schools. 

‘Only the poorest send their kids to state- 
run schools. 


Library is just a nook 
“The library isjust a nook barely larger than ап 
/ waa Office cubicle. The laboratory has been closed, 
the scemifc equipment lft just for display 
‘There is no music room or audio-visual room. 
Instead, resourceful teachers show educa- 
sional videos on the stairs with the steps act- 
ing as seats for the children 
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In this public school, lessons spill into toilet 


CORRIDOR on the second floor of the Commonwealth Elementary School doubles as a 


dlassroom. 


Assistant principal Willie Cacal candidly 
concedes that Commonwealth has the sec- 
ond-lowest test scores for schools in the dis- 
tric. “This is a result of having too many chil- 
dren ina cass," he says. 

То accommodate more students, the school 
operates on two shifts: grades 2, 4 and 6 are 
in the morning classes from 6 a.m. to 12 noon 
and Grades 1, 3 and 5 are in the afternoon 
classes from 12:30 pm. to 6 p.m. 

"This forces 7.уеаг-о to wake up before 
dawn to catch their early morning dass... 

Cacal says the children's busy parents give 
them too little support in, their schooling 
"Some dont get enough allowance, Some 
can’t get help with homework. Some children 
aren't even bathed,” he says. 

The teaching staff has fallen to 230 from 
lastyears 252. 

“There's too many of them (pupils) in class, 
its hard for me to monitor every pupil's aca- 
demic performance especially their reading 
Skills,” says Corazon Bermudez, who teaches 
English to first-graders. 


Shepherd, not teacher 
Allan de Guzman of the Church-run 
University of Santo Tomas Center for Edu- 


‘Chinese Filipino 
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cational Research and Development says: 
“I don't think a teacher can handle super- 
vision in a class with more than 60 pupils, 
he’s no longer a teacher but a shepherd of 
a flock." 

De Guzman also says that with such a 
low pupil-to-textbook ratio, "we do not 
have the assurance that everybody will 
end up as readers." 
® president Macapagal-Arroyo has said 
that education will be a priority and has 
called for the building of more school- 
rooms and hiring of more.teachers to alle 
viate the overcrowding. 

Commonwealth Elementary will get 
some relief soon as the city government is 
putting up a new multi-story building on 
the campus. 

"Whether the ‘national government can 
make a similar commitment for other areas in 
need of classrooms is uncertain. 

“It's best for the government to invest 
its resources in education. If you try to 
look comparatively speaking, the world 
standard for education is 8 percent (of the 
national budget) but the Philippines only 
invests 1.3 percent,” De Guzman ге. 
marked. AFP 
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DFA: No word 
yet on UN 
rights probe 


By Nikko Dizon 


BEING A PARTY TO UNITED NATIONS HUMAN 

treaties and conventions, the Philippines is 
obligated to allow UN officials and representa- 
tives to enter the country and look into its human 
rights situation, the Department of Foreign АЕ 
fairs (DFA) said yesterday. 

But there are processes to be followed, 
Gilberto Asuque, DFA spokesperson, said 

"There should first be a note verbale from 
the representatives to the host government of 
their intended visi. Irs extending the proper 
courtesy," Asuque told the Inguiten in a phone 
interview. 

The note verbale would be coursed 
through the Philippine mission to the UN 
headed by Enrique Manalo, the country’s per- 
manent representative to the UN. 

The mission would then forward the mat- 
ter to Manila, Upon receipt of the note ver- 
bale, Asuque said, Manila would “promptly 
act” on the request. 

As of yesterday, Asuque said the DFA has 
yet to receive a note verbale 

"The Inguinen reached Asuque for comment 
оп the allegation of Bayan Muna partylist 
Rep. Satur Ocampo that Manalo appeared to 
be sitting on the requests for invitation by the 
special rapporteurs who wanted to look into 
the Philippine human rights situation 

Asuque said that the process includes the 
application for the appropriate visas by the 
UN representa 

"Under treaty obligations, we are required 
to facilitate the entry of UN officials and rep- 
resentatives," Asuque said. 

n a joint press conference with Ocampo 
last Thursday, opposition Sen. Jamby Madri- 
gal said that the UN special rapporteur on the 
Tight to freedom of opinion and expression 
has given the commitment to look into the hu- 
man rights situation in the Philippines. 


NEWSBRIEFS 


*Wowowee! case out soon 
THE DEPARTMENT of Justice is set to issue this 
month a resolution on the case against ABS- 
СВМ officials and others in connection with the 
stampede at the anniversary of the network's 
noon time show "Wowowee" at the Philsports 
Arena last February where 74 people died. Jus- 
tice Secretary Наш Gonzalez told reporters that 
prosecutor Leo Dacera has completed the pre- 
liminary investigation of the case and submitted 
itfor resolution The preliminary investiga 
is finished. We are preparing the resolution. It 
wil be released within t 
preliminary Investigation was halted in March 
‘when the Court of Appeals issued a temporary 
restraining order because the DOJ allegedly 
showed bias against ABS-CBN. The appellate 
Court asked DOJ to comment on the network's 
claim and conducted hearings to resolve the 
matter In May, the Court of Appeals allowed the 
DOJ to resume its preliminary Investigation. The 
National Bureau of Investigation earlier recom- 
mended that top ABS-CBN officials be charged 
‘with reckless imprudence resulting to homicide. 
Lolla B. Salaverria 


Shame campaign in Saudi 
THE PHILIPPINE Overseas Employment А 
ministration yesterday warned Filipinos I 
ally residing and working in Saudi Arabia tha! 
they are now targets of a "shame campaign” 
by the Riyadh government. POEA Administra- 
tor Rosalinda Dimapilis-Baldoz said the Ma- 
ils-as-Shura, or the Saudi consultative as 
sembly, as passed a law that would identity 
violators of the kingdom's residency law as 
well as citizens who hire overstaying foreign- 
ers for work. The names of the offenders 
would be published in a newspaper circulating 
inthe areas where they live or work, according 
to Baldoz. The current Saudi law on residency 
punishes the offending employer with a fine ot 
100,000 Saudi rials (about P1.4 million) and 
two years in jall and the legal worker witha 
50.000-rial (about P700,000) fine and a year 
in jail Jerome Aning 


Retrouvaille weekend 
RETROUVALLLE. a French word for ‘rediscovery. 
helps couples heal and renew troubled mar- 
ages. This program has saved the marriages of 
Thousands of couples here and abroad who wei 
headed ог separation. Retrouvaille consists ofa 
live-in weekend and post weekend sessions for 
married couples. tis not a spiritual retreat, ога 
Seminar, or a soba gathering. Couples are en 
couraged to put the past behind hem and start 

discovering ther love for one another. For 
more тоттан, visit the Rettouvall Interna- 
tonai websteat www HelpOurMarrage com. А 
Retrouvaile weekend is scheduled on July 21-23 
atthe Augustinian Contemplative Nuns Mother of 
Good Counsel Monastery, Carmel Farms, Purok 
8, Tungkong Mangga. San Jose del Monte, Bula- 
сап, For tas, ab ег and Bern at (0817) 
795-064 and 410-7101; or Mar and Armi (0918) 
383.327 or 825-2605; or Tony and Cops at 
(0918)526-1690 and 435-3291 or Msgr. Cesar 
Pagulayan. Spiritual Director at (0917) 850-8928, 
А nanos will be kept In strictest confidence. 


Xavier U homecoming 
ATTENTION all graduates of Xavier University- 
ineo do Cagayan college. high school and 
gade schoo, You are invited to come home to 
fagayan de Oro City for the Grand Alumni Home- 
oming on Aug, 1610 20. Raul L. Noble, XU-AAA 
president, promises fun and camaraderie for the 
returning атп. For datats, cal the Office of 
Alumni and Unversity Devalopmont at tel. nos. 
(088) 858-3116, Loc, 2405 or (08822) 72-3116, 
Loc. 2405, or send amall to devotlice@xu.edu. ph 
or xualumniottico@yahoo.com. 
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What senatorial elections? GMA party 


By Christine O. Avendano 


UNLIKE THE OPPOSITION, THE ARROYO 
administration is not about to reveal is 
lineup for the 2007 senatorial race and the 
reluctance is basen its expectation ofthe 
holding of parliamentary elections. 

"We are for a (shift to a) parliamen- 
tary-unicameral (system of govern- 
ment) so why should we talk about se 
atorial lineup?" President Macapag: 
Arroyo's political adviser Gabriel Clau- 
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when asked about the admin- 
istratior's senatorial lineup. 
"It is both premature and inconsis- 
the political 
setting that we hope to see in 2007," 
Claudio told reporters. 

g Lakas party and its coa- 
lesced parties were more focused on 
“strengthening our political and elec 
toral machinery at the local and district 
level," according to Claudio. 


ministration coalition “feel confident 
about our level of preparation because 
we would have been able to put in place 
better than the opposition our local and 
grassroots machinery for any eventuali- 


‘Asked then whether the opposition 
was preparing for an office that was not 
going to be there, in this case the Sen- 
ate, Claudio said: "Thats how we 
would like to look ай.” 

“The administration is prepared for 


та 


taking it easy 


any eventuality .. but whatever the 
electoral activity is in 2007, be ita 
plebiscite or an actual election for locll, 
Parliamentary or local cum senatoridl, 
We are better prepared than the oppo} 
tion," he said. i 
"The other day, it was reported (йи 
former opposition senators eo o 
Honasan ll, Vicente Sotto Ш, desde 
Oreta and John Osmeña were prepár- 
ing to run for reelection on the sarte 
ticket next year's mid-term election. 
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bacteria which ding on odor 
prone laundry such as socks, 
sportswear, bed sees and biankets. 


More consumers trust Shar washing machines. 
Sharp is 2008 Reader's Digest Trusted Brands Gold Awardee for washing machine 


‘category. It is also one of the leading washing machine brands in the Philippines, 
according to Growth for Knowledge (GfK), a global market research organization 
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summons Sefieres 


‘about his ‘plotters’ list 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


JDRMER AMBASSADOR ROY SENERES 15 

Чё to appear on Monday before the National 
Bureau of Investigation, which summoned 
him as the agency pursued its probe of the 
coup attempt last February. 

NBI Special Task Force chief Reynaldo Es- 
meralda said the unit issued a subpoena to 
Seferes Thursday night directing him to an- 
Swer questions before Investigators 

Sefieressaid that he would execute an affi- 

; divit affirming the contents of his earlier in- 
terview with the Inqumen, the NBI official 
added. 

"Seres will cooperate and his affidavit 
is exhaustive enough, he could become a 
government witness" Esmeralda told re- 
porters. 


; Gov't witness 

‘pln the interview, Sefieres revealed that for- 
amer Executive Secretary Oscar Orbos, for- 
mer Defense Secretary Renato de Villa, ABC- 
5 chair Antonio “Tonyboy” Cojuangco, con- 
struction mogul EE Cruz Je, and Iñigo Zobel 
ofthe wealthy Zobel family were involved in 
the Feb. 24 coup lot. 

“The former ambassador also admitted 
tat he encouraged coup leader Brig. Gen. 
Danilo Lim to withdraw support from Presi- 


dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 


Zobel denial 

Zobel, who is reportedly in Spain, rejected 
Seferes's claim in a statement faxed to the In- 
qurne. "I deny any involvement in any plot 
with Sefteres or anyone ese,” Zobel said. 

Esmeralda said that as soon as Señeres is- 
sued his affidavit the NBI would subpoena all 
the personalities implicated in the document. 

He reiterated that former Tarlac Rep. Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco, Council on Philippine Af- 
fairs (Copa) secretary general Pastor "Boy" 
Saycon and Time Asia correspondent Nelly 
Sindayen would also be summoned to the NBI 
next week "in light of recent developments on 
the case.” 

“We have already expressed our intent to 
subpoena Ms Sindayen to her lawyer, who will 
relay the information to their Hong Kong of- 
fice," Esmeralda said. 

Esmeralda had subpoenaed Lim three 
months ago in connection with a Time Asia 
Magazine article linking the general and a 
number of personalities, including Cojuangco 
and Saycon, to the February coup attempt. 

Lim, who was relieved of his post as head of 
the Scout Rangers regiment based in Fort 
Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija, denied involvement 
ina plot against the President when he issued a 
statement at the NBI last March. 
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GMA: Ceasefire now before peace talks 


From page Al 


insincere overtures for peace talks,” 
said presidential spokesperson 1g- 
nacio Bunye in a statement. 

“This government will not be 
hoodwinked by the worn-out, 
dirty tricks of the CPP-NPA that 
have dragged (out) the peaceful 
resolution of the problem for 
more than 30 years,” Bunye 
added. 

Bunye’s comments came days 
after top leaders of the commu- 
nistled National Democratic 
Front visited Norway, the 
third-party intermediary in the 
stalled peace talks, to get Oslo to 
‘convince Manila to return to the 
negotiating table. 

Earlier, the NDF leaders met 
with opposition Sen. Jamby 
Madrigal in the Netherlands. Fol- 
lowing the meeting, Madrigal and 
the NDF issued a joint commu- 
nique urging the government to 
resume the stalled peace talks 
with communist rebels. 

The NDF sought the resumption 
of peace negotiations after the 
President directed the military to 
crush the communist insurgency 
in two years time. The President 
ordered the release of P1 billion to 


fund the anti-insurgency cam- 
paign. 

In recent months, the military 
has launched counterattacks 
against positions of the 
7,400-member NPA in the 
provinces around Manila. 

Anumber of suspected rebel sym- 
pathizers were also killed. Militants 
pointed to military death squads as 
the alleged perpetrators of the 
killings. 

Bunye said that if the govern- 
ment "cant get the CPP-NPA in 
earnest talks based on a ceasefire, 
this administration will just contin- 
‘ue to support peace initiatives at the 
local level, focusing on NPA units 
that are willing to lay down their 
fume ae reur to tha Gk) ofthe 

Peace talks were suspended in 
2004 after the rebels demanded 
that the government ask the Eu- 
ropean Union and the United 
States to remove them from their 
lists of foreign terrorist organiza- 
tions. 

On Thursday, a Palace official 
said that communist rebels must 
prove their sincerity in silencing the 
‘guns oftheir armed agents. 

“We have not totally shut down 
the peace process. What we are 


looking for is what comprises their 
real intent and purpose in the ne- 
gotiation,” Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita said in a radio in- 
terview. 

“If they are really sincere, why 
don't they enforce a real ceasefire?” 

Ermita noted that communist 
rebels had continued to step up 
their attacks while the peace talks 
were taking place in the Nether- 
lands. 


Exploiting peace process? 

Ermita said the peace talis would 
succeed if a true ceasefire was in 
place even before а final peace pact 
‘was signed, in the manner a peace 
agreement between the govem- 
ment and the Moro National Libera- 
tion Front was concluded. 

‘The government has said the 
communists’ insincerity was the 
main reason why it has turned a 
deaf ear to recent calls for the re- 
sumption of talks. 

“I's bad enough that our Armed 
Forces and the police force have 
been reminding us all along that the 
communists might be using the 
peace process to bring us into com- 
placency by softening down in our 
discussions with them," said Ermita 

With an AFP report 


Palace timed Lim video release for CBCP assembly, says Cayetano 


FrompageAl 

They said the Palace's alleged 
move was intended to convince 
the CBCP that the political oppo- 
sition was in cahoots with leftist 
rebels and rightist soldiers in the 
Feb. 24 coup plot. 

‘Ata press conference in Que- 
топ City, House Deputy Minori- 
ty Leader Alan Peter Cayetano 
said that from the start, Mala- 
cafiang's strategy was “to refuse 
to answer the issues by blaming 
the political crisis on destabi- 
lization plots." 

He said that with the airing on 
Monday of the tape showing Lim 
withdrawing support from Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, the 
“goal” was “to impute ЇЇ motives 
to oppositionists, to make them 
appear as power-grabbers." 

“Of course, any Church leader 
will not support selfish power 
grabs, especially violent power 
grabs,” said the lawmaker from 
‘Taguig-Pateros. 


grab. 


said. 


“Persecuting critics’ 

Thus, he said, the opposition 
should point out the difference 
between а constitutional pro- 
cess such as the impeachment 
drive against Ms Arroyo and in- 


dependent moves for a power 


At the same press conference, 
Rep. Joel Villanueva of the par- 
tylist group 

‘Against Corruption said the CBCP 
‘should not let itself be manipulat- 
ей by an allegedly scheming ad- 
ministration. 

“Its our бшу to know the 
truth, for the truth shall set us 
free. The administration doesn't 
want to address the root cause of 
the problem and instead focuses 
on persecuting iis critics,” he 


Villanueva said Ms Arroyo 
should not only go after Lim and 
his backers but also inguire into 
the root cause of restiveness in 
the military. 

“If [Ms Arroyo's chief of staff] 
Mike Defensor is saying that the 
Presidents declaration of a week- 
long emergency was vindicated 
by the videotape showing Lim 
withdrawing support from the 
President, the opposition is also 
vindicated by the ‘Hello багс? 
tape," he said. 

Не was referring to the tapped 
phone conversations between Ms 
Arroyo and then Election Com- 
missioner Virgilio Garcillano that 


the 2004 polis. 


Citizens Bate 


them as coup plotters. 
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From ballot to bullet 
Cayetano said the release of 
the tape was also aimed at pre- 
venting many prominent private 
citizens from joining the citi- 
zens-led impeachment attempt 
this year by trying to portray 


“In reality, the impeachment 
process is the answer to keeping 
military adventurism at bay be- 
cause when you have a constitu- 
tional and legal process that peo- 
ple can rely on, you close the door 
‘on those who are taking the ex- 
traconstitutional path,” he said. 
Cayetano, a lawyer, said that in 
the past, ‘the argument for 
democracy was that “we should 
surrender the bullets and go to 
the ballots because its only 
through democratic governance 
that progress can be attained.” 
He said bullets, bloodshed and 
жаг would lead to further armed 
conflict while the ballot would lead 
to consensus and cooperation. 
“Our main problem now is the 
accusation that the election was 
stolen in 2004, and that the bullet, 
represented by the military, was 


tothe bullet” Cayetano said. 
He said that if Ms Arroyo 


ballot" she had only three 


sign, or face impeachment. 
‘Self-serving’ 

‘At the 30th anniversary 
men's Conference in Makati 
‘Archbishop Ange 


catangs purported double 
dard in applying the principi 


Lagdameo described 


the CBCP is saying, they will 
invoke the separation of Сї 
and State. But when what 


Lagdameo told reporters. 


бше mases quur 


used in 2004, Its the President 
who brought this from the ballot 


wanted to “bring it back to the 


tions—call a "snap" election, re- 


bration of the Bishops Business- 


Lagdameo, 
CBCP president, lamented Mala- 


separation of Church and State. 


“self-serving” the Malacafiang 
standard, especially in the wake 
of Bishop Deogracias Iñiguez's 
decision to file an impeachment 
complaint against Ms Arroyo. 
"When politicians, or shall we 
say even Malacañang, like what 


CBCP says somehow jars [them], 
they will always invoke the [prin- 
ciple]. Look at it as self-serving,” 


now 
in the 2004 election. 
op- 


‘cele- join calls for her resignation. 


City, 


stan- 
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say” Lagdameo said 
I not 
wc “Pi doit again’ 


the 


‘Malacafiang had earlier called 


rid-class na 


TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


‘on the CBCP and other members 
of the clergy to steer clear of the 
latest efforts to impeach Ms Ar- 
royo over allegations of cheating 


At the height of the controver- 
sy in July 2005, Ms Arroyo and 
her allies praised the CBCP then 
headed by Davao Archbishop Fer- 
mando Capalla, for refusing to 


Lagdameo yesterday main- 
tained that the Church remained 
relevant in “clarifying issues and 
guiding the people, especially on 
matters that are connected with 


‘The prelate of Jaro, lloilo, also 
pointed out that the impeach- 
ment issue was both moral and 
constitutional, contrary to Defen- 
sors stated position that it was 


“is only a matter of whos 
looking ar it and what he wants to 


Bishop Iñiguez said he did not 
regret his groundbreaking move of 
filing an impeachment complaint. 
“ТЇ do it again,” he told the In- 
‘quinen during a break in the BBC 


Asked whether his decision 
could set a precedent on the cler- 
gy getting directly involved in 
politics, Iñiguez said: “ think it 
was an opening for many [peo- 
ple] to become aware of the ist 
зше, that its still an issue, and an 
invitation to get involved." 

"The Caloocan bishop, who also 
heads the CBCP Commission on 
Public Affairs, said he was "over- 
whelmed" by the strong support 
he had received. 

"The CBCP respects Bishop 
Iñiguez’ personal option and will 
mot go with the suggestion of Mala- 
сабап to sanction him," Lag- 
датео had said ina statement. 

Having received that support, 
Tüiguez yesterday appeared cool 
to the idea of raising the im- 
peachment issue at the СВСРЗ 
second plenary assembly. 

Lagdameo said the matter was 
not included in the agenda. 

But he said he was not closing 
the door on the possibility that 
some bishops might raise the im- 
peachment issue and eventually 
prompt the CBCP to come up 
with a pastoral statement on it. 

“I keep my mind open to what- 
ever the bishops will recom- 
mend,” Lagdameo said. 
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Courage wanted slain labor = 
leader transferred to Manila КЗ LG EE 
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Lulu Palencia, chair of the Citizen's Anti-Crime 
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Negros Occidental ordered her arrested for a di- 


rect assault charge filed by the father of her sun. 54 + ^ id H 
m ITA 74 for the eight h time. 
‘custody case Peña had filed against her, Ye eer 

Judge Herminigildo Octaviano of the Bago City 
БЯ 

Recto surrendered voluntarily to the National 
Bureau of Investigation's Special Task Force and 

The Bago City Prosecutor also filed direct as- 
himself in the case. 
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After Recto allegedly kicked Pea, he reportedly 


uttered cries of pain and refered to himself as the an occasion made all: the more momentous 
"battered boyfriend." 


Рола also said his left leg allegedly bled rom given that UE marks its Diamond Jubilee 
ects kick this year. ч 
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Strike 3 for lawyer 
arrested with ‘fugitives’ 


From page Al 

Last February, authorities found him in 
the same vehicle carrying 1st Lt. Lawrence 
San Juan, one of four rebel soldiers who 
had earlier escaped from detention in Fort 
Bonifacio. 


Wounded in Ist brush with the law 

Не was out on bail when he was nabbed 
again yesterday. 

During his first brush with law en- 
forcers in 1997, Belmonte, a nephew of 
Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte, 
was wounded in the chest during a sup- 
posed firefight between his group and 
government agents. 

Belmonte reappeared in the limelight 
last Feb. 21 when he and San Juan were 
stopped at a Batangas checkpoint after al- 
legedly meeting with communist rebels. 


‘Student leader 

A student leader at the University of the 
Philippines, Belmonte was an officer ofthe. 
student council of the then UP College of 
Ars and Sciences in 1983. 

‘Belmonte belonged to Alpha Sigma, а 
fraternity that had produced leaders in 


both the government and the Communist 
Party of the Philippines. 

During his and San Juan's arrest last 
February, authorities claimed to have 
found electronic documents containing 
proof ofa supposed alliance between com- 
munist rebels and rogue soldiers. 


“Points of agreement’ 

Lefcleaning organizations as well as a 
lawyer for the Magdalo rebels, Ruel Puli- 
do, had dismissed the allegations as “fool- 
пев” 

One of the documents supposedly 
seized during the February incident was ti- 
"led Important Points Agreed and Under- 
stood between the Partido Komunista ng 
Pilipinas (PKP) and the Katipunan ng mga 
Anak ng Bayan (КАВ). 

According to the document, the two par- 
ties agreed “to fight for the ouster of the Ar- 
тоуо regime (and) to replace it with a gov- 
ernment that is favorable to minimum re- 
forms needed in the interest of the nation.” 

"The КАВ is a political movement made 
up of civilians and soldiers who have 
formed the Makabayang Kawal ng Pili- 
pinas (MKP), the document Police 


Rebel ‘powerhouse’ falls: 


From page Al 
The raid on a two-story, stone 

house on No: 34 Adler St. in 

FiLInvest 2 in Barangay Batasan 

Hills, Quezon City, capped three 
из of takeout. 

Officials said the house had 
been rented for P35,000 a month 
from its owner who is now in the. 
United States. They refused to di- 
vulge the owners identity. (See 
sidebars on Page A8). 

The six rebel soldiers— Capt. 
Nathaniel Rabonza, Ш. Sonny 
Sarmiento and Patricio Bu- 
midang Jr, 2Lt. Angelbert Gay 
and Aldrin Baldonado, who are 
all from the Army, and Navy 
1; Kiram Sadava—were all in 
handcuffs, as was lawyer Jose 
Christopher "Kit" Belmonte, 
when they were presented to the 
‘media soon after their arrest. ` 

"The second civilian, a Michael 
Yangson, was detained at Camp 
Crame. А woman and two boys 
‘aged 10 and 12, who were also in 
the house when the raid occurred, 
‘were released, police said. 

Some of the rebel soldiers 
weapons were lying on a sofa in 
the house but the soldiers offered 
mo resistance, raiding officials 
said. 


Big blow 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Gen. Generoso Senga told re- 


È 


Md 2 
WHAT HAVE WE GOT HERE! A bomb expert lines up the explosive materials seized from the Magdalo safehouse. 


claimed that the MKP's leaders included 
former Sen. Gregorio Honasan. 


‘Ousting GMA 

“The PKP and the KAP joins with the 
people in their aim to oust the Arroyo gov- 
raiment, and in its place, to establish а 
transitional govemment the agree- 
ment said. 

“Both ihe PKRBHB (New Peoples 
Army) and the KAB recognize the need for 
an armed component and а democratic 
mass movement and а broad united 
front,” the document said. 

"The ouster of the Arroyo regime shall be 
the result of a broad and united anti-Arroyo 
front; of the continued division of the ranks 
of those who support the Arroyo govem- 
ment; ofa widening disgust, and the with- 
drawal of support ... of officers and men of 
the Armed Forces (from) the Arroyo regime; 
and the separate and coordinated military 
offensives and other forms of cooperation of 
armed forces fighting the regime like the 
BHB and MKE" 

Опе of the aims of the alliance is the cre- 


ation ofa transition government, the дос. THI 


uments said. 


with the Magdalo officers. 


porters: “Today, a big blow to mil- 
itary adventurism маз deliv- 
ered.” 

“We have prevented the possi 
ble conduct of terroristic actions 
as revealed by their plans that we 
have unmasked earlier, in pursuit 
of continuing efforts to destabi 
lize the government," Senga also 
said. 

Besides Armalite rifles and 
grenades, operatives also found 
CA explosives, detonating devices 
and other paraphernalia, as well 
as several blueprints. 


Blueprint of Batasan 

“One of the blueprints recov- 
ered is the blueprint of the 
Batasan Complex. As we all 
know, the Sona address of the 
President is fest approaching," 
Calderon pointed out, 

Senga raised ап intriguing 
point. 


Gonzales vows no 
letup against plotters 


CEBU CITY—NATIONAL SECU- 
rity Adviser Norberto Gonzales 
said the government's determi- 
nation to crush destabilizers 
‘would not waver even if the 
threats to it were down to one 
percent. 

“Until its 100 percent over, 
we will not stop," he said fol- 
lowing a Cabinet meeting here 
held after the military an- 
nounced the arrest of six tebel 
Magdalo officers and two civil- 
ians, 

He said it was about time to 
“remove all the threats, so we 
could all move on." 


ment. 


Gonzales said he expected а 
“calmer” State of the Nation 
Address of the President on 
Monday with the arrest of the 
Magdalo soldiers. 

Rep. Joe! Mayo Almario of 
Davao Oriental said the arrests 
boosted efforts to “bring to jus- 
tice those who conspired to 
overthrow” President Arroyo. 

Rep. Mauricio Domogan of 
Baguio City said there was no 
way adventuriss would win 
over a duly constituted govern- 

Connie E. Fernandes, 
PDI Visayas Bureau and 
Michael Ubac in Manila 


vestigation and Detection Grot 


teams surrounded the house. 
“When the entering 


had to climb over the fence; 


tion of anonymity. 


said. 


break out but were nabbed 
scaling a back wall. 


"Badava" sprained his leg. 


“Te will arouse your interest why 
they would rent a house at this 
point in time. And then we found 
this blueprint of the Batasan in 
their possession," he said. “Is ear- 
ly to jump to some conclusions but. 
we are looking at bits and pieces 
of information and we are trying 
to put them together” 

Asked if there was a plot to 
bomb the Batasan, Senga said: 
"Its too early to say" 


Who are their backers? 

Still, two questions intrigued 
investigators: How did the rogue 
soldiers obtain a blueprint of the 
Batasan building when only the 
public works department, they 
said, keeps such blueprints? 

‘And, why did they move into 
the area, which was near the 
Batasan, just when Ms Arroyo's 
Sona was approaching. 

"The next step is to identify civil- 
ian supporters and retired military 
officers who are their cohorts” Se- 
nior Supt. Asher Dolina said. 

Dolina also said: "What we 
want to find out is who rented it 


. 


(the house). The owner of the 
house is inconsequential at this 
point. (The owner) is in the Unit- 
ed States.” 

Dolina said policey would also 
look into possible financier or fi- 
nanciers of the rogue soldiers’ 
stay in Quezon City, noting that 
their safehouse was rented. He 
did not elaborate, except to say 
investigation was ongoing. 


GMA elated 

The six rebel soldiers com- 
prised the biggest group of al- 
leged plotters arrested by securi 
ty forces in the wake of coup plots 
and rumors. Their capture fol- 
lowed the recent public airing of 
а February video showing former 
First Scout Rangers Regiment 
chief Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim call 
ing on soldiers to withdraw their 
support of Ms Arroyo. 

Visiting Cebu yesterday an 
elated Ms Arroyo congratulated 
the police and the military for a 
job well done. 

"The arrests were carried out by 


unit, police sai 


surveillance. 


\ 


3 months of surveillance. 
The first teams that broke into 
the house came from an elite 
strike force of the Presidential 
‘Anti-Crime and Response (Pacer) 


The way raiding officers de- 
scribed it, the six soldiers were 
armed, but they never got the 
chance to pick up their weapons, 
ifthey at all intended to. 

The raid capped a three-night 
stakeout and three months of 


Some were asleep 

“We waited for the opportunity 
that they would all be together 
there,” said Dolina, head of the Na- 


jured. 
Could blow up building 


Pacer, the Criminal Investigation 
and Detection Group and the In- 
telligence and Security Group of 
the Philippine Army. 

"We were able to maintain the 
element of surprise,” an officer 
who supervised the raid told the 
uua. “It only ook us two 

utes to control the area." 


pistol, and 19 for an M14 


nating cords, 


three M16 Armalite rifles 


azine. 
"These [explosives] 
ing,” said Dolina. 
The woman and the 
found in the house were sai 
be relatives of Yangson. 


For appearances only 


"They were props so the neigh- 


borhood will see a family .. 


had,” Dolina said. 


P 


tional Capital Region-Criminal In- 


A&2 am., the police confirmed 
that their targets were inside the 
house. An officer said at least nine 


‘moved in, one person saw them 
and locked the gate. The team 


officer said, speaking on condi- 


Dolina said some of the occu- 
pants were still asleep while the 
others were already awake when 
the police assaulted the house. 
"Some were in short pants,” he 


Four of the soldiers tried to 
One of them, Sadava (identi- 
fed in the police statement as 


companions were bruised and in- 


‘Among items seized during the 
raid were six cell phones, 25 
rounds of ammunition for a 9mm 


three lasting caps, eight hand 
grenades, three M203 grenades, 
one demolition cord, three deto- 
15 demolition 
blocks, a TNT demolition block, 


two magazines, an M4 Colt Ar- 
тайне, and a carbine with а mag- 


enough to blow up a tall build- 


we know they were not part of 
the plan, whatever plans (they) 


Police said they would charge 


Yangson and Belmonte with ob- 
struction of justice, which would 
include harboring fugitives. 

‘The three cars found outside the 
house were in Yangson's name, 
Dolina said. 


up. 


force 
Only ‘Gringo’ at large 

Calderon hailed the arrests as a 
“hig blow to destabilization 
forces.” He said only the group of 
ex-Sen. Gregorio — "Gringo" 
Honasan remained at large. 

“Siya na lang ang natiira (He's 
йе only one left,” said 
Calderon. 

Sarmiento, Rabonza and Bu- 
midang carried a P500,000 boun- 
ty each for their alleged participa- 
ton in che 2003 Oakwood mutiny 
in Makati City. The money—P1.5 
million in ali—will go to infor- 
mants, police said. 

The trio escaped from deten- 
tion in Fort Bonifacio on Jan. 17 
while on rial for coup d'etat. The 
other three men had gone on ab- 
sence without leave (Awol) soon 
after. 

Belmonte was the same lawyer 
who was caught with rebel sol- 
dier Lt. Lawrence San Juan in 
Batangas last February (See story 
on Page Al). 


Grim looks 

The six rebel officers and Bel- 
monte wore yellow shirts and 
basketball shorts when presented 
tothe media, 

As they were made to stand be- 
hind Senga, Army chief Lt. Gen. Her- 
mogenes Esperon and Calderon, the 
officers grimly and defiantly looked 
back at the press and the other offi- 
cers in the audience. 

Sarmiento particularly threw 
dagger looks. The rest including 
Belmonte looked straight ahead, 
A couple of them showed a slight 
limp. 

Belmonte, out on ball is 
among the 48 people charged 
with rebellion for the Feb. 24 
failed coup plot. 
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IRD TIME AROUND for lawyer Christopher Belmonte (standing) arrested 


6 Magdalo officers, 2 civilians seized 


Bape 
| Philippine Military Academy Class 
| Forces at the time of the July 2023. 
Cae 
мене ж 
with Rabonza, Bumidang Jr. and 
‘Army Lt. Lawrence San Juan when 
eres 
e 2nd Lt. Angelbert Gay, PMA 
| Class'97, was with the Army's 21st In- 
Ere 
mutiny, was reported to have gone 
missing (absent without leave) In Jan- 
шагу and eventually dropped from the 
rolls; among 70 officers charged with 
vu 
| were included in а diskette allegedly 
e 
i-r 


Who is 
Ador 
Noche? 


By DJ Yap 


WHO OWNS THE SAFE HOUSE 

The name Ador Noche croppe 
up as police delved into the owr 
ership of the house on Adk 
Street in Quezon City where go" 
ernment agents seized six Ма! 
dalo officers and two civilians. 

The name appeared on a watt 
bill for the house. 

A security officer at the sub 
vision said he heard the nan 
‘when a colonel called and askt 
him how the police could tra: 
the name because that was wh 
appeared on the bill. 

The security officer, who aski 
not to be identified, didn't know 

“What [know is that the own 
has been abroad for a long timc 
he told the Inoumen. 

Не said that after the ra 
someone who said he represer 
ed the family also called а 
asked that an inventory be таче 
ofthe furniture in the house, 

The security officer told the Is 
нки that no Furniture was missing 

None of the five male caretakers 
in the house could shed the smallest 
light on its owner, "We really cant 
say anything," one of the men said. 

Neither could the tricycle driv- 
er inthe neighborhood. 

AILI know is that the owner is 
ina foreign country" 
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| Statement of the "Hyatt 10" “| | 
July 8, 2006 4 
| | 
1 | 
ү! Exactly a year ago from foday, we tendered our collective irrevocable resignation from the Arroyo J | 
i | cabinet and asked President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to make the supreme sacrifice and voluntarily IE. 
| relinquish her office. $ 
Н | Today, we stand united—with deeper concern and firmer resolve—that our conviction hes not 
| changed: { 


{ * Government remains a critical arena for implementing wide-ranging reforms in our country; 1 
f + Leadership is at the heart of effective governance; 

| - Without credible and legitimate leadership, governance will be pushed to the margins and reforms pi 
I 

| j 
i 


cannot take place, much less be sustained; 

« Sustained and substantial reforms can only come about if they address the systemic nature of » 
our problems. Li 

b 


E Over time, despite the suppression of efforts to get to the bottom of the ongoing crisis, this much 
| is clear: widespread irregularities апа illegal изе of public funds attended the victory of Arroyo in the 
1 2004 elections, extensive cover-up was perpetuated to hide the fraud and authoritarian measures were 
employed to stifle protest by an enraged citizenry. Thankfully, the Supreme Court rose to the occasion 
and affirmed the primacy of our people's fundamental civil and political rights over exaggerated threats 
to the security of the state. 


} To divert people's attention, the Palace foisted upon our people a bogus people's initiative to amend 
і the Constitution. Deceptively, it has been presented to our people as the answer to every conceivable 
problem that we face. Fortunately, our people's vigilance and determination have so far frustrated this. 
move. Moreover, the patently unconstitutional initiative has only succeeded in broadening the opposition 
t to Arroyo's attempts to tamper with our Constitution. 


And as the people’s initiative heads for derailment, the Arroyo administration has unsheathed another 
diversionary ploy by raising the communist bogey and shifted policy in addressing the insurgency 
movement from negotiations to а heavy-handed, militarist approach. As we had painfully learned during 
the Marcos years, this approach cannot and will not succeed, It will only escalate the conflict and lead 
to the dislocation of and injuries and death to, not only the insurgents, but, in most cases, to journalists, 
church workers, peasant leaders, legitimate activists, and helpless and innocent civilians 
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In this climate of fear and impunity, the Arroyo administration appears to have succeeded in frustrating 
our people's search for truth. It must not delude itself in thinking itself victorious, as it has proclaimed 
recently. There are no victors in this continuing impasse—only victims. And the biggest casualties are 
our deeply cynical and ever suffering poor themselves and our much weakened social, economic and 
political institutions. 


Under these circumstances, it is almost impossible to push urgent and vital reforms without resolving 
the political impasse rooted in the central question of the legitimacy of President Arroyo. For this reason, 
we propose the following immediate measures: 


ылмы رنروگ .ےش‎ a Ea ta 


4. Amend specific provisions of the Constitution to pave the way for (a) the revamp of COMELEC, 
(b) the holding of snap elections for the position of President, and (c) the election of delegates to a 
Constitutional Convention, at the same time as the May, 2007 elections; 

2. Create an orderly and peaceful climate for the conduct of the above electoral exercises by (a) a 
temporary cessation of hostilities and laying and strengthening the ground for peace negotiations 
with the rebels, and (b) a joint declaration among the major forces in the political spectrum to abide 
by a set of conditions for the successful conduct of the above process without resort to violence 
and fraud; 

3. Ensure basic social protection and services that will address the needs of our people for basic 
education, nutrition, primary health and sanitation; 

4. Secure the fiscal health of the economy by improving the country's tax effort, plugging leakages in 5 
tax collection, rationalizing public expenditures, and the timely passage of a national budget; and | 
Restore people's confidence іп key oversight and regulatory agencies of government and Constitutional t 
bodies, such as the Office of the Ombudsman, the Civil Service Commission, and the Presidential ] 
Commission on Good Governance. 


uen te ree TOES 


But, recognizing that profound and sustained systemic change is not solely the business of government 
but is the collective responsibility of all citizens, we also propose the convening of a multi-stakeholder bl 
assembly of leaders that will work alongside the Constitutional Convention in a dialogue process that HH 
will lead to an agenda for national reconciliation, peace, and sustained development. * 
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1 In the past, we have shown our capacity to rise above our own helplessness and sense of hopelessness, 
i surprising the world during some of our darkest moments with a demonstration of our goodness, goodwill, i 
i and courage as a people. We can do it again! | 
Hi 
i 
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Holding You Accountable Го The NatlOn 
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Forex reserves hit 
record $21B in June 


From page Al 


Bonds in May. 

‘The Brady Bonds were so called after 
Nicholas Brady, the Treasury chief of the 
United States during the term of President 
Ronald Reagan, proposed the issuance of 
these bonds to help heavily indebted coun- 
tries like the Philippines restructure their 
commercial bank debt .starting in the 
1980s. 


Ability to service debt 

The GIR—consisting of the BSP's gross 
foreign currency holdings, gold reserves, 
special drawing rights from the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund and foreign invest 
ments. an indicator of the country’s abil- 
ity to service the foreign exchange require- 


ments of the economy like importation and 
debt service. 

The level of reserves as of June was equiva- 
lent to about 4.3 months of imports of goods 
and payments of services. 

“This level is also equivalent to 3.4 times 
the country’s short-term debt based on origi- 
nal maturity and 1.8 times based on residual 
maturity" Tetangeo said. 

‘Short-term debt based on residual maturi 
refers to outstanding external debt with ori 
nal maturity of one year or less, plus principal 
payments on medium- and long-term loans of 
the public and privare sectors falling due 
within the next 12 months. 

The net international reserves, including 
revaluation of reserve assets and reserve-re- 
ated liabilities, increased to $20.52 billion 
from the end-May level of $20.3 billion. 


‘Nicole’ fails to show up, 
suffers another breakdown 


From page Al 


Emilie Fe de los Santos. 

It was the fist deferment in the landmark. 
trial where four US Marines stand accused 
and which the court intends to speed up in 
‘view of the “one-year deadline" imposed by 
the RP.US Visiting Forces Agreement. 

The accord states that the US government, 
through its embassy in Manila, is obliged to 
present the accused only for a year from the 
start of judicial proceedings. 

Addressing the court, De los Santos said 
Nicole would be back on Monday. 

But the government lawyer said the prose- 
cution might also call back on Tuesday Dr. 
Raquel Fortun, a leading forensic pathologist, 
whose credentials as an “expert witness" were 
accepted by the court in a ruling issued on 
Thursday. 


2nd time 

It was only the second time Nicole failed to 
attend the six-week-old trial with hearings 
held four days a week. 

"1 just assessed she was not in a condition 
to go,” private prosecutor Evalyn Ursua told 
the Inqumen when reached later on the 
phone. 

‘Ursua was also a no-show as she was the 
опе assigned to transport Nicole to cou 

"Jes more emotional than anything. Stress 
and fatigue. She was really committed and 
wanted to go, but both of us decided [not to. 
proceed,” Ursua said. 

‘According to Ursua, what happened to her 
client is “not surprising” for victims of crime, 
especially rape, who are being made to re- 
count their ordeal in cour. 

Speaking to court reporters, Nicole's thera- 
pist Dr. une Pagaduan-Lopez said her patient 
emerged “traumatized” from her first three 
hours at the stand on Thursday. 

"This is what а victim goes through," Lopez 
said, adding that Ursua informed her of 
Nicole's condition by phone, while lawyer 
and client were on their way to the Makati 
RTC. 


Exhausted 

Ursua said Nicole had admitted to her that 
she was “exhausted and tired" from Thurs- 
day's hearing, during which the 22-year-old 
complainant broke down four times on direct 
examination, forcing repeated suspensions of 
the hearing, 

‘At the stand, Nicole reacted emotionally 
even to questions not related to the alleged 
Tape. 

‘She wept at the mention of her deceased. 
father, and again when she was asked to re- 
late the kindness of her family to visiting US 


soldiers who frequented the family-owned 
canteen in Zamboanga Сиу. 

Pozon adjourned the hearing an hour 
ahead of schedule when Nicole continued to 
‘weep while recalling her first encounter with 
her alleged rapist, Lance Cpl. Daniel Smith, 
on the night of Nov. 1, 2005. 

Ursua said yesterday that Nicole was able 
to get some sleep on Thursday night, but that 
"it was a disturbed one." 

lopez said Nicole was under medication 
fora week in April, taking antidepressants 


Long way to go 

Reminded of the one year desdline under 
the VBA, Ursus said yesterdays postpone- 
"ment was hardly a setback for the proseca- 
tion. 

"We still have а long way to go [before 
deadline], and there will be ample time for 
Nicole to take a rest she said. 

Pozon had earlier ruled that the one-year 
period contemplated in the VFA started on 
Bee. 27, 2005, when the case was originally 
raffled off at the Olongapo City RTC. 

‘While the trial сап proceed after that peri- 
ой has elapsed, the US government shall no 
Tonger be obliged under the УРА to present its 
accused citizens for investigative ала judicial 
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NIR refers (o the difference between the 
GIR and the combined total of short-term lia- 
bilities and use of IMF credits. 


Emerging strength 

Nine years after the currency turmoil that 
depressed asset prices across the region—par- 
ticularly in Thailand, the Philippi 
Malaysia, Indonesia and South Korea, South- 
east Asia has emerged much stronger and wis 
ет but still isn't completely immune to poten- 
tially contagious shocks, financial experts said. 

"The strong buildup of foreign reserves was 
always being cited as among the factors be- 
hind the higher optimism on the region. 

Since May, however, there was a shift in 
risk appetite among foreign investors away 
from emerging markets due to expectations 
of further increases in US interest rates. 


‘proceedings in the Philippines. PE 


But Ursua explained that the countdown. 
to the deadline was "suspended for 60 
days" when the accused Americans peti- 
tioned the Department of Justice to review 
the findings of probable cause against 
them. 

She also said that despite Nicole's failure to 
continue her testimony yesterday, the prose- 
cution was not reconsidering its position to 
keep the hearings open to the public except 
during the delicate narration of the alleged 
rape itself 

"We thought it should remain that way for 
us to be transparent about what really hap- 
pened to her, because some people already 
judged her quite harshly even before this trial 
began,” Ursua said. 


Sympathy 

A member of the defense panel admitted 
‘on Thursday to taking pity on Nicole, particu- 
larly after seeing her weep several times at 
the stand. 

"Qn the record, 1 have sympathy for her. I 
feel pity when 1 see her cry. That's why if I 
would still be cross-examining her, 1 don't 
want [he breakdowns] to happen as much as 
possible," Jose Justiniano, counsel for ac- 
fused Lance Cpl. Keith Silkwood, told re- 
porters. 

"But it doesn’t mean I already 
story" he added. 
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Bush at 60: Getting 
older by the minute 


From page Al 


Jong day of meetings and public appearances, 
Including a news conference with Canadian 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 

‘The president received birthday greetings 
from Chinese President Hu Jintao and Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin who talked with 
Bush on the phone Thursday morning about 
North Korea's missile tests. 


Ashock 

Inspeech after speech, Bush has referred to 
himself as the “old president—getting older 
by the minute, by the way"; as one of "the. 
gray-haired folks"; as “getting older"; and as 
just flat-out “old.” 

Tor many boomers, turning 60 is a йу 
significant shock,” said Karl Pillemer, a pro- 
fessor of human development at Cornell Uni- 
versity. "The generation that believed it 
would be young forever, clearly will not. . 
"The boomers are having a hard time with the 
existential reality of life not being one open- 
ended opportunity after another” 

Dr J. Edward Hill, the immediate past pres- 
Ident of the American Medical Association 
anda family physician from Tupelo, Miss, has 


BOOMER BUSH: Flat-out old. 

seen many patients display Bush's chatty 

angst But he seid the presidents joshing 

around is one of the healthiest approaches. 
"When you worry about something, you 

talk abour it" he said. "The stints of humor 

are critically important.” AP 
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Two women, two wars 


LL THE OOHING AND AAHING OVER WARREN 
А“ grand gesture of donating $37 billion to 
charity must have gotten to Imelda Marcos. So, she 
just had to match the world’s second-richest man’s phi- 
lanthropy or even possibly raise the ante. But while Buf- 
fett put a price tag on his good deed, Marcos chose to 
leave it to others to imagine the scale of her generosity. 
Still there can only be one word to de- 
EDITORIAL scribe hernext enterprise: Imeldific. 
‘The week Buffett announced to the 
world that he was giving away three-fourths of his $44- 
billion wealth, Marcos told Time magazine: “ТЇ come up 
with a project that will wipe out poverty here in two 
years. I want to remove the people from economic crisis 
by using the Marcos wealth. Long after I'm gone, people 
will remember me for building them homes and roads 
and hospitals and giving them food.” 

If Marcos pulls it off, that would perhaps be one of the 
greatest economic miracles the world has ever seen. In 
2003 when the last survey was done, one out of every 
four Filipinos lived below the poverty line, according to 
the National Statistical Coordination Board. That meant 
а total of 23.8 millior. people couldn't scrape up the P34 
they needed daily for their food, clothing and other ne- 
cessities. With no dramatic changes occurring in the last. 
three years, it can be assumed that the ranks of the poor 
have swelled by a couple of hundred thousands or so in 
the meantime. And that is the number of people Imelda 
Marcos promises to rescue from poverty in two years’ 
time. 

But Marcos, who once boasted that her family owned 
practically all of the country's blue-chip companies, has 
no doubts about her family's capacity to deliver on the 
promise. She said that even before her husband, Ferdi- 
nand Marcos, entered politics, he already had “tons and 
tons of gold." When Bill Gates (now the world's richest 
man) was still nothing but a college dropout, she said, 
“Ferdinand already possessed billions of dollars and tons 
of gold." 

Fantastic? Some people, top officials of the Arroyo ad 
ministration included, don't think so. On the contrary, it 
must have been such talk about fabulous riches in the 
Marcos family’s possession that had PCGG Commissioner 
Ricardo Abcede drooling and panting for a compromise 
agreement that would absolve the Marcoses from any 
criminal liability for amassing ill-gotten wealth during 
the dictators 20-year reign. With the Marcos widow talk- 
ing billions—in dollars yet—the agency that was estab- 
lished to recover the Marcos family's ill-gotten wealth 
promptly forgot about good government and focused on 
the commission. 

‘To no avail. Now that Marcos has her latest inspiration, 
she has told the PCGG to forget about a settlement. And 
50 everyone must now wait with bated breath for the 
promised miracle to unfold. Except that as Marcos herself 
has acknowledged, she appears to be “a bit touched in the 
head,” to some people at least. 

Mayte she is, but her two-year war on poverty actually 
looks saner than another war that another lady vowed to 
finish in exactly the same number of years: President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's war against the communist insur- 
gency. Last month, Ms Arroyo announced that the gov- 
emment was done with talking with the communist Na- 
tional Democratic Front and was launching an “all-out 
war" against the New People's Army. Simultaneously she 
ordered the release of P1 billion to the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines and the Philippine National Police to aug- 
ment their fighting capacity. 

Marcos could have told Ms Arroyo a thing or two about 
fighting the communists. One is that throwing P1 billion 
more to improve the war machine and adding a few bat- 
talions won't win the war. Her husband spent billions and 
marshaled the entire AFP to crush the communist rebels 
and ended up 17 years later with a much wider and 
stronger insurgency. Second is that the government is 
committing the same mistakes as the dictatorship not on- 
ly by marching into war but by tolerating, if not abetting, 
the abduction and killing of leftist leaders and students, 
thus adding fuel to the insurgency. 

While Marcos vows to win the war on poverty, hers isin 
fact the more effective strategy in the war against the 
communist rebellion. In fighting insurgency, nothing 
works better than improving the lives of those who have 
nothing to lose if they fight for change. 
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1CAN UNDERSTAND THE CLEVER MANEU- 
vers of the Malacafiang death squads to protect 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo from the several im- 
peachment complaints that have been or will 
still be filed against her. Their vigilance is, of 
course, on her orders, They are strictly in- 
structed to take every single step to defeat her 
impeachment again, which may not be as un- 
successful this year as it was last year. 

All her forces are on red alert, from her le- 
gal strategists to her political satraps whose 
‘most. compelling purpose is to insure their 
‘own survival as dependent on her durability 
as the claimed duly-elected leader of the na- 
tion. The sumptuous banquet they are now 
enjoying will disappear like a Barmecide feast 
if their hostess is deservedly evicted from the 
Palace of the People where she is sitting on a 
wobbly throne. 

‘She is taking the posture of the injured inno- 
cent who is being harassed with absurd allega- 
tions without factual ог: legal basis. She 
protests tat her foes are maliciously prevent- 
ing her from discharging fier urgent duties to 
protect the nation from its many serious prob- 
lems. Instead of cooperating with hes, they 
have opposed her at every tum with puerile 
gripes not worth considering or denying. 

The charges against her are certainly not fool- 
ich. Her challenged acts constitute valid grounds 
for impeachment as culpable violation of the 
Constitution, bribery, graft and corruption, other 
high crimes and betrayal of public trust. In fact, 
her very citle as President of the Philippines is the 
principal question being raised against her with 
the heavy evidence she has simply dismissed ак 
already resolved and passé. 

This blanket accusation covers all the other 
misdeeds imputable to her as the compelling 
‘excuse for her ejectment from the office she is 
unlawfully holding despite the resounding de- 
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mand for her resignation. 

There are none so deaf as those who will not. 
hear, and Ms Arroyo is their leader. The cry for 
her removal is heard throughout the land, but. 
all she hears is total silence. This is characteris- 
ticofthe woman who ran for President in 2004 
and did not choose to hear the ear-splitting re- 
minder that she had solemnly sworn not to do 
soin 2003, before the monument of Rizal. 

The decent thing she should do is face the 
serious charges against her like a man instead 
of evading them like a... coward. This artless 
dodging of the апасіз against her integrity is 
unworthy of the sterling public official she pro- 
fesses obe. 

If she really has nothing to hide and can re- 
fute all the charges against her as utter balder- 
dash, she should welcome the formal investi 
gation her critics are demanding. There she 
сап try to expose their base motives as trea- 
sonous acts designed to undermine our 
democracy and surrender it to the ener-ies of 
‘our Republic. 

When a person is attacked by a legislator un 
der the protection of his parliamentary immu- 
nity, the usual reaction of the victim is to chal 
lenge his adversary to repeat his slanderous re- 
marks outside the halls of Congress. The chal- 
enge is seldom met, which may be an indica- 
tion of the falsity of the alleged misdeed. Ms 
Gloria cannot make a similar demand, of 
course. Bur she can allow the charges against 
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her to be formally investigated in the Senate, 
where she will have the opportunity to prove, 
ifshe can, that they are mere mendacities. 

‘This courageous stance will enable her to 
show the weakness of the attempts to force her 
removal and, no less importantly, to prove that 
she is worthy, by reason of her honest election 
and her blameless official acts, to be and re- 
main the President of the Philippines. More- 
over, such a statesmanlike voluntariness will 
lessen disharmony among our people, whatev- 
er be the judgment in her case, and enable us, 
as she herself would say, to go forward togeth- 
er to better times. 

But she will not take this bold decision be- 
‘cause it is fraught with peril to her real inten- 
tions. The truth is a fearful opponent. This is 
the reason she issued her EO 464 and PP 1017 
preventing her subordinates from making 
damaging revelations in the legislative investi 
gations of executive excesses and shortcom- 
ings. Although all but two of its members have 
not been appointed by her, the Supreme Court 
had no choice but to declare the measures uñ- 
constitutional. 

То date, however, her underlings continue. 
to evade the legislative probes on the ground 
that their motions for reconsideration have not 
уе been resolved with the usual "DF"—denied 
with finality. 

Even now, the cheering squads of Glorifiers 
are already crowing that their opponents lack 
the needed one-third vote in the House of Rep- 
reseniatives to impeach their deity and the 
two-thirds vote in the Senate to convict her. 
They say that the rout of the impeach-Gloría. 
movement is not only a distinct probability 
but, indeed, a political certainty Maybe so. But 
even unbelievable miracles can happen, like 
the manna from heaven that fed the famished 
pilgrims to the Promised Land. 


Patriotism, true or false 


“PATRIOTISM IS THE LAST REFUGE OF A 
scoundrel.” This line, attributed to Samuel 
Johnson, came to mind when I read the re- 
‘marks made by self styled patriot Roy Señeres 
(who was quoted in this paper as saying: 
"What we did was patriotic, not illegal”). John- 
son, it must be pointed out, was not indicting 
true patriotism, but false patriotism. So the 
logical question is, under which category do 
Seferes and the people he claims to have 
worked with fall? 

Before we can answer that, let's make sure. 
we know the difference berween true and false 
patriots. "On July Fourth, real v false patrio- 
tism,” a piece I downloaded from the Internet, 
provides some interesting distinctions, to wit 
(numbering mine): 

1. False patriots would rather play on your 
emotions—or beat up their political ene- 
mies—with empty slogans and false choices. 
they would rather exploit love of country for 
political advantage than appeal to love of 
‘country for the greater good ... That's because 
the greater good involves sacrifice, which real 
patriots are willing to make. False patriots hide 
behind patriotism to avoid it 

2. False patriots believe the law is malleable, 
and that as long as patriotism is the excuse, the. 
law can be ignored. They are willing to exploit. 
the Constitution itself for temporary political 
gain. Real patriots revere the Constitution, and 
believe no person is above the law. 

3. Real patriots, those who truly love their 
country, want to preserve the best of it and im- 
prove what can be. Real patriots don't exploit 
people's honest convictions, religious or other- 
wise, to divide people .. Real patriots are 
uniters. Pals. patriots are dividers. 

4. False patriotism is infected by parisan- 
ship and cynicism. 

‘Another quote comes from an "Author Un- 
known": 

5. "A true patriot does not love his govern- 
ment. The true patriot lovesbis COUNTRY and 
WATCHES his government.” 

1f we accept those distinctions, or are will- 
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ing to use them as criteria for distinguishing 
true from false patriotism, we should now be 
in a position to answer the question above. 
But there is some confusion that still has to be 
cleared up: the people Señeres named as hav- 
ing worked with him in committing the patri- 
ойс acta plot to depose President Масар 
gal-Arroyo, which involved a call for the mili 
тагу to withdraw support from her, then ће 
installation of a transition government—are 
none too eager to acknowledge their partici- 
pation. 

They (apparently, including Brig. Gen. 
Danilo Lim, who submitted an affidavit to the 
National Bureau of Investigation) have in fact 
categorically denied any involvement. That 
videotape makes it rather difficult for Lim to 
sustain that denial. But with respect to the 
oihers—A. Cojuangco, О. Orbor R. De Villa, 1 
Zobel-—its a he-says-they-say situation, with 
по hard evidence presented. (Scheres is very 
fond of saying “I know for a fact," and then 
making an assertion.) Whether he is or they 
are the ones lying is at this point a matter of 
pure conjecture. So in the interest of fairness, 
we should just limit the question to Sefieres 
and Danilo Lim. Are they true or false patri- 
оз? 

Going through those criteria, one tends to get 
mixed signals: On the "false" side, one secs a lot 
‘of appeal to the emotions, false choices, willing- 
ness to ignore the law, exploitation or misuse of 
the Constitution, division. At the same time, one 
sees very litle sacrifice. On the "true" side, 
there does not seem to be any partisanship or 
cynicism. There is definitely no love for, but a lot 
of watching of the government. 


‘The crunch issue has to do with love o' 
country. Does that attempt to depose the Presi 
dent show love of country? Here is where оп, 
has serious doubts. The objective of thei 
“withdrawal of support" was “to end her un 
constitutional and illegal occupation of th 
presidency" They also cited her mad desire fo 
power “that has led to corruption and destruc 
tion of all institutions, including the Suprem 
Court, the Commission on Elections, the mas 
media, some members of the military, the pt 
lice and the clergy.” plus the teachers wh 
counted the vote in the 2004 elections. That's 
long bill of particulars, without citing ev 
dence. 

‘Bur let us assume that these are all true, ап 
that “withdrawal of support” and deposing « 
Ms Arroyo are justified, does the formation of 
transition government or council—with men 
bers chosen by Lim et al., in blatant disregar 
ofthe constitutionally mandated law of succe 
sion—show love of country and an intent 
promote the greater good? 

That's where their “patriotism” is unmaske. 
for what it truly is: a naked grab for power, 
disregard for the Constitution and the law, 
deliberate substi ation of the people's choi 
with their own choice (the I-know-berter-tha 
the-peaple-what's-good-for-them syndrome) 

"Their naked attempt to grab power was n 
only aimed at Ms Arroyo but at the peor 
themselves; it was at the same time an а 
against the people, using arms supplied 
them by the people. 

At least Seferes admitted that he was 1 
volved in the plot (proud of it, cven-whi 
gt sto show how easy it is to rationalize). Li 
lied about it. This man, so greatly admired 
‘many, seems not to have outgrown his pe 
chant for military adventurism—all under t 
guise of idealism and love of country—a 
doesn't have the courage to admit it. 

‘Of course, if everyone else were judged t 
der these criteria, many would fail. Pretendi 
to love their country, when all they love 
themselves. Scoundrels, 
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"MARCOS PLAYS PULPIT POLITICS." 

The headline jumped at me from a clipping 
filed away almost 30 years ago. Yet it had а con- 
temporary ring in view of the current hullabaloo 
about the Church's "meddling in politics." 

Tn other ways also, the present situation recalls 
that of the 1970s and early 1980s. We find the 
government branding its critics as “leftists,” much 
às Marcos tried to convince the world that “all of 
my enemies are communists.” Moreover, as the. 
Catholic hierarchy becomes more critical of the. 
‘administration, we find the President hurrying 
"off to Rome to receive the Pope's blessing and to 
claim his support, as Imelda Marcos did on more 
than one occasion. Again we find the President's 
supporter selectively quoting a papal excel 
supposedly “infallible” (a ridiculous claim for 
anyone who knows any theology), just as the 
Marcos people cited a Roman document writen 
in very different circumstances to "prove" that 
Catholics were obliged го vote in one of Marcos’ 
sham elections. More importantly, the continuing 
murders of “leftists” and the governments inabil- 
ity or unwillingness to put an end to them, recall 
the “salvaging” of the Marcos years. 

Interestingly, those most loudly insisting on 
the separation of Church and State appear to 
have exceedingly short memories. Have they for- 
gotten the photographs of the swearing in of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo on Jan. 20, 2001, at 
the Edsa Shrine, with Jaime Cardinal Sin stand- 
ing close to her? Or the facts that without the car- 
dinal's very vocal support, the impeachment case 
against her predecessor would never have gotten 
off the ground, nor would the momentum have 
been sustained that led to her succession? 

Going back a bit further, they might recall the 
Philippine bishops "pastoral exhortation” before 
the “snap election” of 1986 which wared that 
those who might try to subvert the election by 
fraud or violence would sin gravely and “make 
themselves unworthy of the Body of the Lord," 


DURING THE RECENT OBSERVANCE OF PHILIP- 
pine-American Friendship Day, there was no lack 
of commentators pointing out the irony that the 
No. 1 "example" of Fil-Am relations today is the 
‘ongoing trial for the rape of a young Filipina by 
four US Marines. 

Even as the country’s high and mighty were 
trooping through security check-points at the US 
Embassy for the Fourth of July celebration, 
lawyers on both sides of the case were prepping 
for the testimony of "Nicole," the 22-year-old na- 
tive of Zamboanga who has accused four US ser- 
vvicemen of rape during a vacation in Subic. 

"What Nicole had to say corroborated much of 
what had already been said by others. But since 
the story was coming directly from her, it must 
have been so much more dramatic and poignant 
from a first-person point of view. In fact, Nicole is 
reported to have broken down four times in the 
„course of her three-hour testimony. 

Her story conveys a lot of the confusion she 
must have felt at the club that night, especially 
since she admits to having had one drink тоо many. 
She said she remembers dancing with some ser- 
vicemen, some of whom looked familiar to her 

; while others were total strangers, and then being 

dragged ош of the club by a Marine she denied 

Тав Cpl. Daniel Smith, the same man she identified 

i as later Чуй on top of me... (and) kissing me." 


WHEN the story fist broke out last November, 
‘observers raised questions about Nicole's “in- 
mocence," asking what a nice girl like her was 
doing inside club, drinking heavily and danc- 
ing with American soldiers. 

During her testimony Thursday, Nicole at- 
tempted to explain the level of comfort she felt 
with American servicemen and why she had 
Jet her guard down that night. She was used to 
hanging around with American soldiers, she 
explained, and was in fact managing the can- 
teen her family owned inside a military camp, 
which was frequented by American soldiers 
taking part in military exercises. "We treated 
them like family. We treat them well so that 
they will not feel homesick,” she explained. 

So comfortable were she and her family 


North Korea 


NORTH KOREAS TEST OF A LONG RANGE MIS- 
„sile may have failed, but that will not relieve re- 
gional jitters. It will only confirm what is already 
ünderway-—n arms race across Asia. 

Most Southeast Asian countries are busily 
modernizing their armed forces. So far, most 
have done so without compromising their auton- 
оту in security matters. But, with China's mili- 
tary build-up causing nervousness everywhere, 
and with North Korea a perpetual source of inse- 
curity, many governments in the region are start- 
ing to work with outside powers. 

Indonesia's President Susilo Bambang Yudy- 
ohono has, perhaps, been the most assertive. In ad- 
dition to becoming more active in world diplomacy, 
Yudyohono will meet Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in Moscow this month to discuss buying Rus- 
sia's newest fighter jets. Indonesia is seeking to form 
an air defense squadron of 12 jets, with eight Rus- 
sian fighters to complement the two Russian Su- 
27SKs and Su-30MKMs that it has already bought. 

Elsewhere in the region, Singapore has appar: 
ently opted to purchase 12 new 155G fighter air- 
стай from the United States. Thailand's Prime Min- 
ister Thaksin Shinawatra, met Putin late last year 
and tentatively agreed to purchase 12 Su-30MKMSs. 
Malaysia has agreed to buy 18 Su-30MKMs over the 
next two years, while Vietnam has purchased 36 
SU-Z7SIs, 12 of which are already in service. 

With the exception of Singapore, it seems that 
Russian fighterartack aircraft are the regions 
‘weapon of choice at the moment. Russia's growing 
slice of the local arms market worries the United 
States, the worlds biggest weapons supplier and 
still Asia's greatest military power. Thus, for exam- 
ple, last November, the United States lifted its six- 
ear embargo on military sales to Indonesia. The 
‘embargo was imposed in 1999 in response to hu- 
man rights abuses in East Timor. Indonesia immedi- 
ately expressed Из intention to purchase С.130 
transport aircraft, as well as fas patrol boats to con- 
duct “anti-terrorism and ant piracy measures." 

Yer, Indonesia is also trying to align itself with 
Asia's rising power, China, by seeking greater de- 
fense and security cooperation. As a result of 
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Déjà vu all over again 


COMMENTARY 


Jobn J. Carroll, S.J. 
Institute on Church and Social Issues. 


‘Again in their “post-election statement," the bish- 
ops gave their considered opinion that the elec- 
tion had failed, stated that if this were true, the 
election gave no moral right for the administra- 
tion to continue in power, and called on the peo- 
ple to evaluate the situation and, if they found the 
bishops’ judgment on the facts to be correct, then 
to take steps to right the wrong that had been 
done. Finally, there was the crucial support of the. 
hierarchy to the newly installed and shaky 
regimes of both Cory Aquino and Gloria Macapa- 
abArroyo. If this was meddling, most Filipinos 
‘would say, "Thank God for it." 

‘What then are we to make of it all? First, there 
is no “infallible” teaching on relations between 
Church and State. These relations evolved over 
time to the point at which Pope John Paul П 
spoke of the Church valuing "the democratic sys- 
tem inasmuch as it ensures the participation of 
citizens in making political choices guarantees 
to the governed the possibility both of electing 
and holding accountable those who govern 
them, and of replacing them through peaceful 
means when appropriate.” (“Centesimus An- 
nus,” No. 40) 

The present Pope adds that while it is not the 
right nor the duty of the Church to replace the 
State, yet it "cannot and must not remain on the 
sidelines in the fight for justice.” (“Deus Est Cari- 
tas," No. 28) The primary responsibility of the hi- 
erarchy is to “proclaim the and, wel- 


‘come or unwelcome, insist on it” as Paul ordered 
his disciple. 2 Tim. 4:2) 
Pope Benedict XVI and those before him have 


We are all Nicole 


Rina Jimenez-David |. Y 


around American soldiers that when she and 
two of her sisters were invited by a family 
friend, US Navy Petty Officer Christopher Mills, 
toa vacation in Subic, they agreed to go, though 
they insisted on paying for their plane fare. 

Other Filipinas might be leery of being seen 

with American servicemen, especially in Subic 
and Olongapo, for fear of being mistaken for 
Sex workers. But Nicole had no such prejudice 
or reason to fear the Americans. Mingling and 
making friends with soldiers were normal for 
her, and since no one had abused the friend- 
ship they offered, she had no reason to keep 
them at arm's length. So when a Marine she 
didn't know grabbed her arm and asked her to 
dance with him, she agreed but only after Mills 
silently nodded—a signal that she could trust 
the Marine. 
IN A REPORT in this paper, Dr. June Pagaduan- 
lopez, who provides counseling support for 
Nicole and her family, surmised that Nicole may 
have found the testimony “painful” not only be- 
cause it forced her to re-live the events of that 
night but also because "she felt betrayed.” 

"Was Nicole in fact naive in the extreme in trav- 
eling to Subic at the invitation of a serviceman 
friend? Was she reckless in downing drink after 
drink offered by Mills to her and her sister while 
they were out having a good time? And could her 
possibly inebriated state have led the accused 
Marines to believe she was willing to have sex 
with one—or all—of them? 

As far as I know, naiveté is not a crime, nor is 
recklessness. And if every young woman who gets 
soused and wasted in the course of a good time 
deserves to be raped, then we would rack up rape 


also insisted that it is the primary responsibility of 
the lay faithful to be active in the political arena, 
while the bishops provide a moral center and a 
center of unity. This the Philippine bishops at- 
tempted to do in their "Post-Election Statement” 
of February 1986, in which they provided the 
moral principles and gave their own estimate of 
the facts, but left to the people the decision as to 
what was to be do 

Yet, when the institutions which should pro- 
tect the people are subverted and the whole na- 
tion is їп crisis, a Church which claims to speak 
for justice and human rights cannot not be ac- 
tively involved. This realization struck me vividly 
during those days at Edsa in February of 1986.1 
carried with me a little transistor radio and peri- 
odically tuned in to Radio Veritas which, despite 
having hed its transmitter destroyed by Marcos’ 
allies, was stil br ing instructions to the 
crowd by means of borrowed transmitters. Occa- 
sionally, I tuned in also to a non-Catholic reli- 
gious station, and found it playing only music! 
Perhaps my judgment was unfair, but at thet 
this struck me as a statement of irrelevance; its 
Gospel, it seemed, had nothing to say to a people 


incrisis. 

Cardinal Sin and others saw this and took the 
lead. The people responded with two nonviolent 
revolutions. 

Today the nation faces a situation in which the 
structures which are intended to support the par- 
ticipation of citizens and the accountability of 
those who govern—key values of democracy, ac- 
cording to Pope John Paul II have been under- 
mined and have lost credibility. One thinks of the 
Commission on Elections, the oversight powers 
ОР Congress, the impeachment process and the 
Office of the Ombudsman. The bishops cannot 
stand on the sidelines in the face of these threats. 
Especially because at the heart of the storm is 
someone whom the hierarchy itself helped to put 
in power. 


statistics far worse than South Africa's. 

Doesn't Nicole's story just make you want to 
tear up? In many ways, we are all like Nicole in 
our relations with Americans: naive, trusting in 
their innate goodness, blind to their human frail- 
ties—or geo-political pragmatism, but, unlike 
Nicole, intimidated into silence and passivity. 

“True, our relations with the United States have 
undergone a major revamp through the decades, 
especially after the termination of the bases 
agreement. But even today, in crafting our for- 
eign policies and in interpreting the Visiting 
Forces Agreement, we tend to bend over back- 
wards to accommodate the Americans, and rush 
to satisfy their demands and interests. 
THANKS to the policy of benevolent assimila- 
tion, Filipinos of this and previous generations 
have always related to Americans and the 
‘American government in much the same way 
that Nicole and her family dealt with the Ameri- 
‘can servicemen frequenting their canteen. 

Ме assumed they could be trusted. We be- 
lieved that they had our interests in mind 
when they asked us to be their allies. And even 
when we were led into dangerous ven- 
‘tures—such as sending troops to Korea, Viet- 
‘nam and Iraq we justified the risk by saying 
we would at least be amply compensated by 
‘our wealthier friends. 

‘And when they abused our hospitality—by 
locking Filipinos out of our own territory, as 
they did with the bases they maintained; and 
aiding, abetting, and even financing the 
growth of sex industry centers clust 
around the bases—we still looked the other 
‘way and said that in the long term, we benefit- 
‘ed economically from the bases. 

We did have our “Nicole-moment.” That day 
when the Philippine Senate voted to reject the 
RPLUS bases agreement. But even that re- 
sounding victory for the nationalist cause 
would ultimately be eroded by the VFA and the 
continuing presence of the American military 
‘on our soil. Which just goes to show that when 
Americans want to fk with you, they'll f—k 
you any which way. 


and Asia's widening arms race 


WoRLD 
VIEW 


Hideaki Kaneda ats А 


these improved relations, Indonesia has received 
Chinese short-range missile technology. 

‘The possibility that Southeast Asia's govem- 
ments might begin to play America and China off 
against each other is among the concerns that 
most animate the latest US quadrennial defense 
review, which is intended to “focus on the Pacific 
Ocean” in awareness of China's growing naval 
power. Undoubtedly, the United States will try to 
build closer ties with indonesia through greater 
military cooperation, because Indonesia borders 
the region's key sea lanes. 

Tn particular, Indonesia will inevitably become 
involved in the tug-of-war berween the Uni 
States and China for influence over the vitally im- 
portant Malacca Strait. Because China must im- 
ort vast quantities of oil through ће Malacca 
trait, that sea lane has become a central element 
in the countrys security strategy. For this reason, 
China is attempting to use economie and military 
aid as leverage to improve relations even with 
countries with which й has had military coníronta- 
tions in the pes, ike Viemam and the Philippines. 

India is now joining the military build-up. It 
has actively led regional multilateral joint exer- 
cises, such as the naval joint exercise that India's 
navy hosted in the Andaman Sea, in the eastern 
Indian Ocean, earlier this year. Nine Asian-Pacific 
countries tok part, including Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. 

Both India and China are seeking greater infu- 
елсе over the strategically important country of 
Burma (Myanmar). For example, after Burma 
signed in 2005 an agreement to supply China 
with natural gas, India responded by cutting its 


own gas deal with Myanmar. 

‘South Korea has, of course, joined the scram- 
ble. President Roh Moo-hyun visited Malaysia 
and agreed to expand mutual economic coopera- 
оп mainly in information technology, biotech; 
nology and energy. Roh reportedly also discussed. 
exporting defense materials worth $2.3 billion, 
including training aircraft, destroyers and armed 
vehicles. Moreover, in January 2006, Korean De- 
fense Minister Yoon Kwang-ung agreed with thé 
Philippines to deliver two used patrol boats. 

In this crowded power play, only Japan is left 
ош, choosing for the most part to remain aloof and 
cultivate йз relations with the United States, 
‘which is now to supply anti-missile technology to 
counter the North Korean threat. But, despite the 
deep historical animosity generated by World War 
П, there are increasing calls in the region for Japan 
t0 expand its influence to counterbalance China, 
In reatiry Japan is not ready for this, because i still 
strongly adheres to “selfimposed restraints” 
against "influence over other countries in security 
and defense,” including weapons exports. 

Tn the 1960s, zs its economic takeoff was pro- 
ceeding, Japan iie а serious dialogue with 
regional players, aiming to build stronger relations 
with countries that it had once conquered and oc- 
щей. it is no overstatement to say that those ef- 
fons, which boosted trade and investment in the. 
region, formed the foundation of Japan's national 
power today. But now Japan's political and eco- 
Romie influence in Southeast Asia îs gradually de- 
dining, owing in рап to its failure to exert influ- 
ence over security and defense matters. 

Ata time of regional uncertainty about North 
Korea and China—including the looming 
prospect of China's first aircraft carrier—Japan's 
Participation in the evolving Asian security 
framework is fundamental to stabiliy The time 
when Japan could remain on the sidelines is 
over. Project Syndicate 


Hideaki Kaneda, a retired vice admiral of Japan's 
Self Defense Forces, is director of the Okazaki Insti- 
tute in Tokyo. 


Crazy vow 


A HUGE PART OF MY LIFE STARTED WITH A PROMISE I 


made to my dad. In our family chronicle, women have 


al- 


ways been regarded as fragile and needing protection. 
Daughters are guarded, not in the physical sense, but with 
regard to their social and emotional involvement because of 


along history of early pregnanci 


elopements and untimely 


marriages. The contract I had with my dad thus made him 


smile from ear to ea 
t was а really ser 
ош and extremely 
courageous commit- 
ment to make. And 
when 1 told him 1 
would do it, 1 had no 
idea that committing. 
myself to a promise. 
mot to fall in love 
while in a college 
could be torture. 
When I entered 
the cainpus of the Unive 


Younc BLOOD 
Steffy 


thoughts on current issues? 


twentysomething and bel 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 


We 


welcome contributions from the 
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pines, Los Baños, 1 


was determined to become a successful student, I told my- 
self would go to my classes 10 minutes early, spend week- 


ends in the library doing assignments and papers in 


ad- 


vance and hang out in fast-food chains only to discuss with 
classmates the week's lessons. Then 1 would join my friends 
to watch good movies, release my passions on extra-curric- 
ular activities and take pictures of myself waving in histori- 
cal places. Little did 1 know that my new environment 
‘would make it very hard for me to fulfil the deal I struck 


with my dad. 
1 met good guys in college, and I was thankful for it 


be. 


cause about 90 percent of them were genuinely kind and 
pleasant, although 1 cannot say I was really grateful for hav- 
ing so many temptations. I enjoyed driving around with one 
cute musician who drew lots of women toward him without 


‘even trying. 1 often played with а charmi 


athlete who 


could be any girls crus. And I had an extremely fun guy best 
friend whom any girl would have been proud to have as a 


full-time beau. 


The UPLB campus, with its beautiful views and lush 


greens, is a recreation of romantic scenes straight from 


the 


movies. Countless times I would walk on fallen white petals 


and golden brown leaves and feel the cool breeze from 


the 


‘mountain envelope me. My heart would leap at the thought 
that such moments were perfect for sharing with someone. 


And every time 1 had this sentimental seizure, І would 


те 


spond to prospective relationships by sending cute quotes оп 
my mobile phone to a close guy friend (although now I feel 


‘embarrassed that ever did such things). 


It would have been nice to sit in a café, talking endlessly 


with him about how interesting lif 


can be. On special occa- 


sions, it would have been exhilarating to receive beautiful 
letters professing overflowing love. 1 would have felt safer if 
someone was watching over me. Lunches would have been 
more delightful if he had ordered my favorite food for me. 
And it would have been dreamlike to fall under the spell of 


the stars under the clear night sky with him beside me. 
But all these I missed because of an oath 1 now can't 
lieve I took seriously. 


be- 


Still, the reality of my situation was that I spent my time 
the way 1 wanted to without anybody telling me I couldn't do 
this or that. I got to go to hot springs and got drowned in 
rides in an amusement park without having to drag anybody 
with me. I got to give my smile to any guy 1 liked, without a 
jealous somebody nagging me afterwards. 1 enjoyed study- 
ing and group meetings without being distracted by worries. 


about where somebody was. I got to give a lot of time to 


my 


girl friends and filled my memories with the most fun times 


of my life. 


‘There were indeed a lot of things missed because made. 
that promise to my dad, but when 1 think about it, could 
have missed a ot also if I hadn't. Unfortunately because of 
that promise and my struggle to remain single, people found 
me odd. (1f they knew my real reason, they would have con- 


sidered me even more unusual.) 


But then I remember my dad saying, Almost one-fourth of 


your life you get to spend for yourself, and the rest of 


the 


time you do everything with someone else." Those words 
were my source of enlightenment and 1 have never regretted 


the time I gave to myself alone. 


1 cannot say 1 am an exemplary daughter because 1 made 
such а difficult promise and kept it in spite of all the tempta- 
tions and the sacrifices it required. Struggling not to have a 
boyfriend while in college was no joke, especially because 1 


was thousands of kilometers away from home. What kept 
going was my belief that I had nothing to give my parents 


me 
but 


the assurance that even when they were not looking, would 
still be a good girl. Having kept my word, 1 truly believe 1 


Stef, 23, works in an advertising agency. 
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THEY SAID 
Excess su 


supply” 
E rani Pengtinan, brushing of speculations int el 
piring to become President 


Solved 


ingit” 

“Ann Cooper executive director of New York-based Committee 
To Protect Journalists, în a letter to the President, regarding the 
Killing of journalists in the Philippines 


Body and soul 


the bodies,” 
Now Papal Nuncio Archbishop Fernando Piloni, saying i is the 
шу of the Church to speak out on sues that concern the people 
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елшенш к um a shoage of ey ami 
tious politicians and so 1 prefer not to add to the excess 


"Simply filing a murder ease is not the same as solv- 


“Jesus became a man and in becoming a man he as- 
sumed a body, taking care not only of souls but also of 


pii 


n 
Anti-graft 


AS AN ORDINARY CITIZEN OF 
this country who sacrificed зо 
much to send my six sons and 
three daughters to college, 1 see 
no logic in President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo's move setting aside P1 bil- 
lion for the fight against graft and 
corruption. 

Everybody knows that this so 
cial cancer, which eats up almost 
30 percent of the people's money, 
is deeply rooted in our system, 
and no amount of money will be 
enough to eradicate it. Unless the 
administration is sincere in run- 
ning after the rotten apples in gov- 


fund not enough 


ernment, the P1 billion will only 
{go to the pockets of the corrupt. 

"With countless families living in 
hunger and more than 200,000 
children roaming the streets for a 
living, it would be better to allo- 
cate that amount to a livelihood 
program that would alleviate their 
sufferings. 

Andin order to totally eradicate 
graft and corruption in govern- 
ment, this administration should 
pursue without letup its lifestyle 
heck on all officials and employ- 
ees, whether or not they are close 
relatives ofthe powers-that-be, 


Charter change is not a remedy 
to the alarming problem of graft 
and corruption. The merging of 
the executive and legislative pow- 
ers in а unicameral parliamentary 
system of government will only do 
‘away with the time-honored 
check-and-balance principle that 
rein in co-equal branches of gov- 
ernment from abusing power; it 
will only nurture this decades-old 
social cancer. 
‘TRINIDAD ESTURAS PETEZA, 
JP Rizal Street, 
Barangay Camambugan, 
Daet, Camarines Norte. 


Correcting mistakes will be better for high court 


ON NEAL H. CRUZ'S COLUMN 
оп the Supreme Courts fallibility 
(PDI, 6/14/06), may I say that is 
about time—in fact, its long over- 
due—that the Court admired its 
errors and corrected them. Admit. 
ting а mistake js not a sign of 
‘weakness but of noble character. 
No one, individual or institution, 
should perpetuate mistakes like 
those mentioned by Cruz 

"The Courts reluctance, if not 
aversion, to correct its own errors 
is rooted, as see iti pride, ifnot 
selfrighteausness. Many perceive. 
the tribunal аз an ivory tower 
from where pronouncements are 
made as if ex cathedra 

"ke its decisions on BP 22 
(bouncing checks law). It has 
been the Courts consistent ruling 


that the intent or good faith of the 
drawer/issuer of a check is imma- 
terial insofar as violations of the 
statute are concerned. In one case, 
it declared loud and clear: "(T)he. 
history ofthe enactment of subject 
statute evinces the definite leg- 
{slative intent to make the prohibi- 
tion all embracing ... all without 
distinction as tothe purpose of the 
issuance of the checks." 

The violation of BP 22, said the 
Court, is malum prohibitum; thus, 
intent or good faith is not a de- 
fense, This is wrong because the 
legislative intent is just the oppo: 
site, Pertinent portions of the delib- 
erations on then Cabinet Bill No. 9 
show that “good faith which would 
negate the intent to commit the 
prohibited act" is a defense. 


‘Take, for another, the Mandato- 
ту Continuing Legal Education 
(MCLE) which the Court has im- 
posed on lawyers, particularly pri- 
vate practitioners, regardless of 
age and physical condition. 

‘This is not a brief against the 
Court, which has recently reined 
the dictatorial tendencies of the 
de facto Arroyo administration, 
with its laudable decisions on PP 
1017, EO 464, and CPR. This let- 
ter is written in the hope that, as 
earlier stated, the Court will soon 
correct its own mistakes—for the 
good of all concerned. Its never 
too late to do it, and the Supreme 
Court will be better for it. 

— MAXIMINO NOBLE TIT, 
3/ Prudential Bank Bldg., 
Chino Roces St, Makati City 


Lamentable majority, unbelievable minority 


1 LAMENT THE DEAFENING SI- 
lence of the majority of Filipino 
youth amid the grinding povery, 
graft and corruption in govem- 
ment, moral decline, destruction of 
cultural treasures and the suppres- 
sion of basic rights in our county. 1 
can't believe that only a minority of 


our countrymen are appalled by the. 
evils now stalking our land. 

Someone should remind us that 
to be nationalistic is not only to be 
anti-imperialist. It also means be- 
ing vigilant and being advocates 
of truth. 

We call on all Filipino youth who 


are afraid to air what they feel 
about our country to stand up and 
fight the evils in the government! 
May our Lord God provide us with 
everything we need to destroy 
these evils and restore our nation. 
EDWARD FELIX M. DONATO, 
Parañaque City 
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tions about the treatment of news and photos by the. 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
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Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
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Worthless PIB 


‘THIS IS IN RELATION TO THE AR- 
ticle “Bishop questions P1-B boost 
to anti-Red drive." (PD! 06/18/06) 
Allocating P1 billion for the pur 
chase of new equipment for the 
military will not solve the rising in- 
surgency in the country. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
will serve the nation much better 
if she uses that amount to feed the 
increasing millions of Filipinos 
Who suffer from hunger due to 
government neglect. After all, the 
administration has a lot of catch- 
ing up to doon the problems пе 
cation, health and other basic 

"The additional deployrient of 
soldiers in certain parts of the 
country will only mean more hu- 
man rights violations especially 
against indigenous peoples (IPs) 
whose communities in the hinter- 
lands are considered by the mili- 
tary as NPA havens. 

То date, more than 33,000 cas- 
es of human rights violations, in- 
cluding bombings, abductions, in- 
discriminate fring and Killings 
have been documented, More 
than 80 of these were politically 
motivated and had as victims 
leaders of IPs—the latest of whom 
was Markus Bangit, a Kalinga 
peace pact holder and a mass 
leader of the Cordillera Peoples 
Alliance (CPA), 

The IPs are wondering why the 
defense of their ancestral lands 
and their fight for survival have 
been criminalized and tagged as 
insurgent. Despite their call for 
genuine peace in their communi- 
fies, the Philippine government 
remains deaf and silent. 

А billion-peso project is worth 
nothing iit will notredound to the 
welfare of the people. If it would 
only lead to more human rights vi- 
olations and the disappearance of 
TP tribes, then it does not deserve 
апу support from the people. 

— RODERICK CARPIO, 
Kabataan parasa 
Tribung Pilipino (Katribu), 


SATURDAY, JULY 8, 2006 


Gridlocks our last best hope 


“THE SENATE" INQUIRER'S 
JUNE 13 editorial, come as a time- 
ly reminder. The drumbeaters of 
Charter change don't seem to get 
it They insist that in a unicameral 
parliamentary system: (1) elec 
tions will be less costly for both 
the country and the candidates 
themselves, (2) there will be less 
political accommodation and pay- 
back, and (3) gridlocks (between 
the two houses and between the 
legislature and the executive) will 
be eliminated, thus ensuring effi- 
cient governance and legislation. 

On the surface, the argument 
may seem logical, especially be- 
cause the unicameral system does 
away with the national elections 
and the tedious canvassing of 
votes. But it would be naive for 
anyone to believe that a parlia- 
mentary system will put an end to 
political accommodation, horse- 
trading and payback. Ifyou think 
these practices are rampant in the 
present system, they will run wild 
in a unicameral parliament, 

On the other hand, Cha-cha 
advocates would have us believe 
Шаг the gridlocks are the 
strongest argument for the uni- 
cameral parliamentary system. 
On the contrary, the gridlocks 
(or their likelihood) are the 
strongest argument for retaining 
the present system of three co- 
equal branches of government 
Gridlocks prevent public offi- 
cials from abusing their power; 
they whip abusive politicians 
back in line; they give back to the 


people the power thats rightful- 
ly theirs. 

Ever wondered why the United, 
States adopted a republican sys- 
tem with three co-equal branches 
of government? Henry G. Weaver, 
in his book "The Mainspring of 
Human Progress,” explains why 
the founding fathers, alarmed by 
the plight of the peoples ofthe Old 
"World and by the despotic regimes 
in Europe, chose to separate man's 
three powers of thinking, acting 
and deciding: the thinking was 
given to the legislature (divided 
into two chambers for further 
check and balance), the acting to 
the executive (for the implemen- 
tation of the laws), and the decid- * 
ing to the judiciary or Supreme 
Court as the final arbiter of ques- 
tions of law. They decided for the 
separation of powers knowing 
that man and governments 
(which are run by men) fall prey 
to ambition and greed. The saying 
“Absolute power corrupts abso- 
lutely" was as true in their times as 
itis today. 

Gridlocks are not the problem. 
In fact, hey are our last best hope 
of ensuring that our elected offi- 
cials will behave and put our in- 
terests before theirs, But Fidel V. 
Ramos, Jose de Venecia and 
Sigaw Ng "Bayad" spokesperson 
Raul Lambino don't seem to get 
this. 


MANNY MONTEALEGRE, 
7Greenfields St, 

Capitol Green Village, 
Quezon City 1116 


P1-B fund reassures businessmen 


REGARDING THE ADDITIONAL 
P1 billion that the President has 
allocated for the government's 
campaign against insurgency, 1, as 
a private individual with a small 
business, am concerned with rev. 
olutionary taxation. 

‘The “revolutionary taxes" im- 
posed by the leftists are a form of 
harassment. 1 know that the New 
People's Army torches the estab- 
lishments of small businessmen 
who fail to give in to its de- 


MapagbigayStreet, mands. In some instances, the 


Barangay Central, Diliman, QC 


owners themselves are killed 


‘This is one reason for us to sup- 
port the governments drive 
against communists and other 
terrorist groups, 

The P1 billion will be a real 
big help for the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines and the Philip- 
pine National Police in their 
counterinsurgency drive. It 
somehow reassures innocent 
civilians and businessmen of 
better government protection 
from the NPA. 

“SAYRE ESPULGAR, 
sergetheadliners@yahoo.com 
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It's playtime! Go sporty. Get young. Get behind tho wheels of the new SUZUKI SWIFT. 
Take а cut away from the ordinary with Its eye-catching looks, sparkling performance, 
nimble handling, and an upbeat Interior that's as practical as It Is stylish. 


Drive now and have some serious fun. 
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fishermen, above, 


at Poblacion Beach 
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ity market. At 
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By Hazel P Villa 
Sipalay City, Negros Occidental 


N THE EDGE OF A MOUNTAIN 
overlooking the sparkling bay 
are dark blue, white and orange 
Mediterranean-type villas that 
give a romantic touch to a 
Visayan seascape dotted with 
islets, coves, beaches with sug- 


ar-like sand, and a hidden lake. 

A drive through meandering roads leads to 
a natural lagoon, a cave and a mist-covered 
Banderahan Mountain that gives an allen- 
compassing view of the bays of Campomanes 
and Nabulao*-with another mountain beside 
it, making out like snow-capped Mount Kili- 
‘manjaro with clouds hovering atthe peak. 

Abackpackeror a high-end tourist will nev- 
er run out of adventure and sightseeing op- 
tions in the natural beaches, islets, highlands 
ar even industrie of Sipalay Gity in Negros. 
Qjidenl, whch is moré, famous as të” 
Home of Plex Gold Philippines, Inc. баг 
closed in 2002 and Maricalum Mining Corp. 
that ended business a pear before. 

‘Under Mayor Oscar Montilla Jr, this ith-class 
‘component city (annual income: P35 million to 
70 milion) is repositioning itself as the Jewel 
of the Sugar Island” in spite of what mining had 
done since it started in 1957 and even with the 
forthcoming entry of Colet Mining Corp., which 
is currently doing exploratory drilings. 

“The city's attitude is that mining in Sipalay 
is welcome but must conform to stringent en- 
vironmental safeguards that will ensure that 
the city’s people and its environment are pro- 
tected from the damage Sipalay itselfsuffered 


h 
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i in the past anti the adverse consequences of 

will focus mining operations that other localities are 

: Aag at presen,” read the Sipalay City 
its efforts Master Development Plan. 

‘According to the plan, Sipalay wil focus its 

efforts to make tourism take roor in the ciy and 

to make le off in the very near fur By the dne 

ошт i soariig high, it can be demonstrated 

tourism in not uncertain social, economie and financial 

terms, tha it makes sense for the city to keep its 

take root "natural capital intact, with or without mining." 


Expatriate investors 

Ironically, Sipalay' past and the country’s 
friendliness ro mining investors have not 
suaded a good number of foreigners and 
some prominent Negros families to invest in 
Tourism—which makes one take a second 
look at what the city has to offer. 

"The kilometer-long Punta Ballo Beach with 
its fine white sand, for instance, has four major 
beachfront resorts owned by Swiss investors 
who manage Easy Diving Resort and Artistic 
Diving Resort, Nataasan Beach Resort and 
Robinson Crusoe Resort are managed by na- 
tonals of Belgium and Sweden, respectively. 
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‘These expatriateshave married natives and 
told their friends of the innumerable attrac- 
tions of thé-place. By-word of mouth, these 
frienés brought along other people? And so, 
Langub Beach GE Sugary заа is also dotted 
with resorts managed by some Filipinos, 
‘Swiss and Germans, such as Takatuka Beach 
amd Dive Resort, Bermuda Beach Resort, 
Driftwood Village, Sulu Sunset Beach Resort, 
and Langub Beach Resort. 

“This second southernmost town of Negros Oc- 
айел] that directly faces the norem area of 
the Sulu Sea and is 178.4 km from Bacolod Cty. 
isslowly gaining a name asa tourism haven. 

In the last week of March, it was adjudged 
grand winner of the Hiyas Ng Turismo, a na- 
tonwide search for new and undiscovered 
tourist destinations conducted by the Women 
in Travel Manila, in cooperation with the De- 
partment of Tourism. 

Sipalay got 14,209 text votes, followed by 
Cavinti in Laguna with 5,182, and Sacobia, 
‘Pampanga, 2,145. 

Tourist arrival figures have also reflected 
an ongoing interest in Sipalay. In 2003, visi- 
tors numbered 3,361 and in 2004, 9,311. Last 
year, 14,427 tourists visited the city. 

‘Troy Gedang, the adventurous staff member. 
of the mayor who serves as guide, said that if 
опе wanted to enjoy Sipalay at a leisurely pace, 
two weeks would be just right while three days 
would simply be considered a whirlwind tour. 


Mega-diverse attractions 

МО one can claim boredom in the coastal 
city where the first American submarine land- 
ed in Campomanes Bay to deliver arms and 
supplies to the forces commanded by zirman- 
hero Col. Jesus Villamor during World War 11. 

ool and calm Campomanes 
rounded by mountains, is a must-see and 
mudo for the tourist with its coral gardens 
and shipwrecks, as well as for water activities, 
like diving, jetskiing, kayaking, banana boat 
rides and parasailing. 

My fiends and |, not exactly inthe mold of 
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swimming greats, did some snorkeling at Maasin 
Point near the mouth of the bay and nearby 
Habok-Habok Point, a marine sanctuary 

"The clear water, schools of multicolored 
tropical fish, and attractive corals gave us the 
temporary illusion that we were doing some 
serious underwater diving until threatening. 
rains came. We had to take cover in Punta Bal- 
lo Beach, whose resorts are accredited by the 
Professional Association of Diving Instructors 
(Padi). The city has 42 identified diving spots. 
with hundreds more waiting to be discovered. 

Serious divers may want to consider check- 
ing out the following wrecks among the 
many: MS Jojo, a two-mast freighter that 
sank in 1980 and now the playground of 
whale sharks, scorpions and batfish; SS 
Panay, an American warship sunk by 
Japanese torpedoes in March 1942; and 
SJulien’s Wreck, three small freight ships that 
Tan aground Julien's Reel. 

Tor leisurely sailing or kayaking, Tinagong 
Dagat or Hidden Lake is the place tobe. Dozens 
of islets are covered with lush vegetation serv- 
ing as some sort of appetizer before snorkeling 
with patches of sea gras, smanerings of corals, 
and old-growth mangroves lining the shores. 
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Canturay Mangroves, comprising 40 hectares, 
in Sitio Dul-ungan, Barangay Canturay, is a boat 

“ride of several minutes away from Langub 
Beach: tis a great exiinple of mangrove геог, 
ection with a swath Geared throught fr пап! 
lovers on bancas to appreciate the varied species 
‘of mangroves planted way beck in 1992. 

Had we the time and only ifthe weather did 
not compromise more adventures, we could have. 
gone to Mamara Cave in Barangay Mambarot, 
‘which Toy avers is an attraction since itis a cathe- 
dral type of cave, has swifts and sparrows with 
nests in it, and an underground river channel 

"With ominous rain clouds coming up, ме 
settled for a visit to the three-hectare Malinab 
Lagoon—a giant sinkhole or underwater catch 
basin that is home to freshwater eels, tilapia, 
catfish and other fish species, as well as source 
of irigation water for nearby rice fields. 

After that, we drove up Band8rahan Moun- 
tain, the highest in the area, which makes ita 
natural site for cellular companies to put up 
telecommunications facilities. 

If you want to see typical mountain Ше in 
the Visayas, this must be the place. Thehigher 
we went, the cooler the air. Colorful flowers 
line the way alternating with areas planted to 
com and wild rice. 

Photography buff that Ї am, 1 just had to 
stop and take pictures of the mist-covered 
mountains with the sun's rays trying to pierce 
the clouds covering the peaks, a child peeling. 
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com with the hills as backdrop, and the cou- 
ple with me on the first blush of love. 

Hereabouts, life is slow and purposeful! 
with your gaze broken by the occasional nipa 
hut, the farmer astride his carabao, or the. 
wild mountain chicken crossing your path. 

Sipalay is one of these few tourism-con; 
scious towns with its own tourism center fac 
ing Poblacion Beach with four rooms, two of 
which are air-conditioned. 


Urgent need А 
Although Cristine Mansinares, the city, 
tourism operations oficer, admits ere sn 
urgent need for more tourism facilities an 
guides, Sipalay has ngt backed away from 
hosting major tourism events, such as the first 
Pasaway Adventure Challenge on March 264 
27, with 15 teams coming from Negros sland 
participating in an adventure race with the| 
City tourism sites as control points. Н 

On May 27-28, it hosted the first Sipalay! 
City National Mountain Bike Race with near 
150 participants. 3 

"While basically classified as an eco-tourism 
‘area becauserof 3f&tto-be-dévelóped асб. 
modatigns, Sipalay has selected lodgings fof 
tourist of evèty cdf and'sifipe. = 

The highend tourist who i a creature of 
comfort might want to consider Такаси 
Lodge, managed by Swiss brothers Kalle an 
Mate Кайа, with ts whimsical architectur 
and the good food at Sugar Beach, and Easy 
Diving Beach Resort, owned by Christian 
Reinvvald, at Punta Ballo Beach. 

Backpackers can set up tent at the shore} 
line of Campomanes Bay or ar the Poblacion, 
Beach and eat at the many food stalls lining 
the 2-km beach, | 

1f you have a thing for sunsets and typical 
Philippine life in coastal areas, Poblacion 
Beach is the perfect place, 1 

Early mornings see the residents laborious? 
ly dragging fishnets to shore that they havê 
scattered the sunset before. Women with theif 
babies, and old folk sift through the fish catch 
that the able-bodied ones have gathered, 
while mere writers like me scout for that per 
fect photo angle and the words with which to 
paint the images of this spirited coastal cit 
Struggling to leave its mining past behind. 


(Cristine Mansinares, Sipalay’ tourism opera. 
tions officer, can be reached at 0918-5173563 
or e-mail: sipalaycity yahoo.com) 
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Lafayette test run gets green light 


RAPU-RAPU, ALBAY—THE DEPARTMENT OF EN- 
vironment and Natural Resources removed the final 
roadblock for the conduct of a test run of the mining 
system of Australian firm Lafayette Phils. Inc. here. 


Environment Secretary Angelo sanitation of communities near 
Reyes presided over the presentation Фе mining site. 
here Friday of the validation report _ Reyes said the DENR, experts 
оп the conditions set prior to the 30- from the Chamber of Mines and 
aytestruntostartnextweek. people бот the academe have 
Reyes, however, said the test been stationed at the mining site for 
run is no guarantee that the min- the past weeks to monitor the im- 
ing operation would resume. plementation of the conditions set 
Не said the government is con- prior to the conduct ofthe test run. 
cerned over safety health and Michael Cabalda, chief science 


ALLEYES 
President 
Macapagal-Arroyo 
holdsa copy ofa 
memorandum of 
understanding for 
sustainable forest 
management as 
Lanao del Norte Gov. 
Imelda Dimaporo 
(frs from right) and 
other officials look on 
with varying facial 
expressions. The 
memorandum 
presentation was 
made part ofthe 
47th Arawng Lanao 
del Norte program 
that Ms Arroyo 
attended recently 
The celebration was 
held at the Mindanao 
Civic Center 
Gymnasium in 
Tubod, the capital 
‘town of Lanao del 
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‘Theft imperiis safety at NLEx 
1 CITY OF SAN FERNANDO The numerous Incidents of stealing of aluminum 
fences along the North Luzon Expressway have taken a lol on publ safety. Seven. 
i people were hurt afer their jeeps отиска stray carabao that crossed the NLES Km. 
65 section here at 9:36 pm. on Tuesday A report (om In rff control room of 
the Tlwaye Management Corp. showed that he frst vehicle, which was south 
bound, struck he carabao. The animal was thrown offto the highway’ et lare. 
$ The second vehice also Ni the carabao. The vehicle role and exploded aer its fu 
‘tark leaked, Tha two jeeps cared 52 passengers. Seven passengers suffered 
"brises. Marlene Ochoa, vice president for community raion of the Mania North 
Tollways Gorp. said atleast 27 km of the expressway had been stripped ol fences 
by thieves. Several ol them have been arrested but ese have not deterred the 
слте The aluminum В melted and sod to junk shops. Road signs have also been 
Stolen, Ochoa said. She sald the MNTG and the TMC, the NLEx operators, have de- 
‘ded to replace the fences with concreto чай апі parol ams guard tne areas 
that have no fences, Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Lack of phones at GSIS 


LUCENA CITY—Govemment employ- 
ses in Quezon have complained of the 
Jack of telephones at the Government 
Service and Insurance System office 
inthe outskirts of the city. "With the 
present high transportation fare, its 
imperativa for GSIS members to 
transact business or make simple 
queries as much as possible through 
the use of telephone. But with the 
GSIS here, we cant just et our fingers 
do the walking for us,” Armand de la Cruz, a relative of a retired pubiic 
schoolteacher, said. Even a member's simple clarification from any GSIS office 
siaff member, which can be made by phone, has to be done personally—caus- 
ing waste of ime and money. Only one of seven GSIS telephone numbers, the 
‘one connected to the office of the local GSIS manager, is operational, When one 
дав the rest of the numbers, a taped message will readily answer: " 
ber you dialed is not yet in service,” which means the number has be 
песа, Cita Abrenica, GSIS Lucena oficerin-charge, admitted thatthe GSIS 
had disconnected some of their phone ines as part of the austerity program of 
бе government. Detin Maliari Jr, POI Southern Luzon Bureau 


3 роу? troops hurt in clash 

SORSOGON CITY Three government oops were Injured in an encounter Sun- 
day wit suspected New Peoples Army rebels in Barangay Bacolod, rosin. Polce 
said PO2 Romeo Dineros, Sot. Ricardo Opermia and Sgt. Ramon тг were 
rushed to the Sorsogon Provincial Hosptal. I was the frst clash between gover- 
ment troops and ne NPA rebels since the rebels declared a casein the areas 
меде by relet operations for vilagors around th restive Bulusan Volcano ess 
than two weeks ago. Reports reaching the Provincial Police Оса here sid that 
at about? p.m, joint elements of the Irosin Municipal Police Office and the Philip- 
pine Атту detachment in Barangay Gaboo rushed to Barangay Bacolod to check 
the reported presence ot armed men. However, the government forces were met 
ty heavy биле forcing hem to retreat, he report added. Bobby Labalan wilh re- 
port от Ephraim Aguiar, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Mine firm woos residents 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Even as opposition to ts actes in the tr-boundaries of 
Davao dà Su South Cotabato and Suan Kudarat has waned, Sagitarius Mines Inc: 
contest court ha support ol residents in ts areas of operation. SMI, ап Aus- 
alors Flpino company announced ratas expanded Is educato program vith 
‘tonal 5500 һепеоалез от Columb, Sutan Kudarat and Tampan, Soul. 
Coal tris year SMI il shoulder 75 percent of ine school es whe local govem- 
‘men unt wil shoulder пе ference. SM! ovra roe coordinatar Rolando Doria 
So they wanted е LGUs o prove a counterpart un so that ne program wouid 
Tot be considered едед Doria зай that last year, he company spont P7.3 mion 
forts eaucabon program. This year, he d the amount cras to PS lion wih 
їте\лдоп ot e companys expanded caucaton program “The assistance eond- 
‘ed by SM ва big пар to ne new generation n achoung hr rms said 
Сото Mayor Edwin Bermudez. ‘ules Zon, РО inana Bureau 
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research specialist of the Mines 
amd Geosciences Bureau central 
office, said he is personally 
vouching for the safety measures 
that were put in place, 

"The DENR required LPI to put the 
safety measures in place with wans- 
parency Validating mechanisms 
must be instituted and environmen- 
tal measures must be adhered to 
based on existing standards. 

"The DENR also called for an im- 
provement of the existing mine site 
laboratory for heavy metal analysis, 
the setting up of an emergency pre- 
paredness and response program, 


and the commissioning of a third 
party which wil assess and вап ће 
process for ISO 14001 certification. 
Reyes said he is now just await- 
ing the final recommendation of 
the Pollution and Adjudication 
Board to formally signal the start of 
the test run, which he said could be 
done even during the weekend if 
the company is willing to work. 
Residents, the company's scholars, 
municipal and barangay officials and 
‘company employees and officals 
were jubilant after Reyes assured 
them ofthe conduct of the test run. 
lawyer йо Sarmiento, 
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Lafayette director and corporate sec- 
тегу said the company had infused 
то less than P400 milion just for the 
environmental safety progam. 

"This demonstrates the company’s 
good faith and intention in putting 
everything in order to ensure sale 
and responsible mining," he said. 

Sarmiento added that aside from 
the huge amount invested in the 
safety measures, the company is al- 
so losing at least $3 million in unre- 
alized revenues every month during 
the past eight months that it has 
stopped operations. Bobbylaba- 
lan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


raws militiamen 


from 5 towns to put stop to fighting 


(COTABATO CITY—MAGUINDANAO 
Go. Andal Ampatuan has ordered 
militiamen involved in dashes with 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
rebels to stand down and pull ош, a 
Malacañang oficial said yesterday 

Jesus Dureza, national security 
adviser, sald the order has brought 
back calm to Shariff Aguak and 
four other towns affected by the 
clashes that started on June 28. 

More than 20,000 people were 
displaced because of the skirmish- 
es, which civilian officials said 
Killed at least seven members of 
the Civilian Volunteers Organiza- 
tion (CVO) and three MILF rebels 

"The MILF admitted it lost three 
guerrillas but placed the CVO ca- 
sualty at more than 30. 

Dureza went to Shariff Aguak on 
Thursday on orders of President 
“Macapagal-Arroyo and met with Am- 
patuan and MILF representatives, 

“А declaration of no offensive 
movement was agreed. It means, 
there will be no more movement 
of troops from both sides...” 


Dureza told the Inguinen. 

Dureza said he also met with 
mayors supportive of the offen- 
sive against the MILF and asked 
them to let the military handle 
the peacekeeping task. 

"lis now quiet inthe area" he sak 

‘The clashes started when mili- 
tiamen tried to serve warrants 
against two MILF leaders blamed 
for the June 23 roadside bomb at- 
tack that killed atleast seven peo- 
plein Shariff Aguak. 

Police and the Ampatuans said the 
explosion was aimed at the Maguin- 
danao govemor who has escaped 
several previous attempts on his Ме. 

Butan unidentified suspect lobbed 
а grenade inside a house owned by 
the govemor here 8 a.m. yesterday. 

Senior Insp.. Samson Obatay, 
spokesperson of the city police, 
said the grenade failed to ex- 
plode, though. 

Itwas not clear if Ampatuan was 
in the house during the attack. 

But Autonomous Region Gov. 
Zaldy Ampatuan, a son of the 


Maguindanao governor, said the 
failed grenade attack was the lat- 
est attempt to kill his father. 
Dureza said aside from ordering 
the withdrawal of the CVOs, the 
Maguindanao governor also agreed 
to let the ceasefire committee handie 
the serving of the warrants against 
MILF commanders Sajid Pakiladato, 
Jamil Ombra and four other people 
inked to the June 23 explosion. 
"The US Embassy in Manila has 
asked for an end to hostilities. 
“Any damage to home and 
community by fighting is tragic 
and its important that the ight- 
ing be stopped as soon as possi 
ble. We support efforts by govern- 
ment and all concerned parties to 
end the hostilities,” Matthew 
Lussenhop, US Embassy pres at- 
taché, told the Ingumen by phone. 
Lusenhop said it was important 
for the govemment and the MILF 
to rerum to the negodating table. 
Jeoffrey Maitem and Charlie 
Señase with a report from Eldie 
Aguirre, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Bishop, gov 
back test 

run of mines 
in Rapu-Rapu 


SORSOGON CITY—TWO RANK- 
ing and influential Jeaders of the' 
province had expressed support 
for the scheduled test run of the 
mining operation at the island of 
Rapu-Rapu in Albay province. 

Gov Raul Lee and Bishop Emer- 
itus Jesus Varela both endorsed 
the test run saying it would deter- 
mine whether or not the installed 
systems and other steps taken by 
the firm to make up for two spills 
last year would pass tests. 

Environment Secretary Angelo 
Reyes was in the mining site yes- 
terday to personally oversee the 
start of the 30-day test run. 

Te was the first time ever that 
Bishop Varela, the predecessor of 
antimining Bishop Arturo Bastes, 
came out in public with a state 
ment about the mining issue in, 
Rapu-Rapu. 

"Bases was appointed head of a 
body that investigated he waste spills- 

Varela said he sees no wrong in' 
mining operations for as long as. 
they comply with ethical concerns 
such as safety of the environment, 
community and those involved in 
the mining operation themselves 
Mining 

He said mining is one impor- 
tant industry that must be given a, 
‘chance to grow as it would greatly 
help in economic development. 

Bishop Varela’s stand was di- 
rectly opposed to the stand of his 
successor, Bishop Ваке, who, 
headed the Rapu-Rapu Fact-find- 
ing Commission which recom- 
mended the total closure of the: 
mining operation on the island. 

Bishop Bastes was in Manila 
for the regular assembly of the 
Catholic Bishop's Conference of 
the Philippines and sent a text 
message to the Inguinen saying 
that he was “dismayed” over the 
scheduled test-run of Lafayette. 

lee, meanwhile, said that at 
thorough test run must be con- 
ducted to "once and for all deter- 
mine the viability of Lafayette's op- 
eration and to determine whether 
iesenvironmentally safe.” 

In a text message sent to the In 
quz, Fr Lino Bugaolsan, Rapu- 
Rapu parish priest and a staunch, 
antiLafayette advocate, ex. 
pressed apprehension that inci 
dents similar to the spill last year 
could again occur anytime once 
the mining operation is allowed 
to resume. 

Bugaoisan said Rapu-Rapu could 
be the next Marinduque, Diwalwal, 
or Guinsaugon which were all hit by 
environmental disasters. 

"The local govemment of Rapu- 
Rapu and the barangay councils 
around the mining area ай support- 
ей the resumption of Lafayette op- 
eration. Bobby Labalan, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


Cabinet officer quits over Yaranon sacking 


By Vincent Cabreza. 
and Donna Demetillo 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY SECRETARY SIL- 
vestre Afable Jr, resigned as the 
Cabinet Officer for Regional De- 
velopment (Cori) in the 
Cordillera on the day Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita sus- 
pended Mayor Braulio Yaranon, 

‘fable, the chief government 
negotiator in the peace talks with 
the Moro Islamie Liberation 
Front, announced ina press state- 
ment on Friday that he had relin- 
quished his Cord post because of 
"my disagreement with the Office 
of the President over the suspen- 
sion of [Yaranon] in the Jadewell 
case.” 

He retains his postion as chief 
peace negotiator, however. 

Ermita suspended Yaranon for 
a year for abusing his authority 
and for grave misconduct because 
ofa series of administrative orders 
that obstructed the operations of 
the adel Pay Parking Com, 

fable is the first Palace official 
to air his suppor for Varanon. 


E 


Afable's mother, community 
paper editor Cecile Afable, had 
been a staunch supporter of the 
78-year-old mayor. 

Mrs. Afable said she is leading 
an indignation rally on July 17 
when Ms Arroyo is scheduled to 
visit the city, to dramatize their 
support for Yaranon. 

“1 have supported Mayor Yara- 
non in his crusade against dirty 
polities and governance, and T 


shall support him in his quest for 
justice,” Secretary Afable said in a 
statement. 

“L praise [Yaranon] for his 
statesmanship in accepting the 
action of the Palace and in seek- 
ing lawful relief," he said. 

Yaranon, a retired regional trial 
court judge, said he welcomed 
Afables show of support. Yaranon 
‘won the mayoral post in 2004 by 
promising to stop the Jadewell 
contract, which he described as а 
violation of accepted road rules. 

His first administrative order in 


, office was to discourage motorists 


from paying street parking fees. 
He later ordered the police to stop 
Jadewell employees from collect- 
ing fees and from towing vehicles. 

"These two administrative or 
ders became the basis for his sus- 
pension. 

"This year, Yuranon shut down 
adewell's operations based on а 
"decision by a regional trial court, 
Judge Fernando Vil Pamintuan 
ruled that motorists have the 
right “to travel and be allowed to 
park peacefully at the roads, 
streets and parks of Baguio City.” 


Pamintuan also said Jadewell 
should not collect fees because 
“the power of taxation and police. 
power should be exercised by the 
Baguio City government.” 

But Rogelio Tan, Jadewell pres- 
ident, managed to win a reprieve: 
from the Supreme Court when it 
ordered the city government and. 
the pay parking firm to maintain a 
status quo while it deliberated оп 
the legality of Jadewells contract. 

Norma Tan, Jadewell opera- 
tions manager, said Ermitas sus- 
pension order was based on the 
recommendation of the Depart- 
‘ment of Interior and Local Go 
ernment, which heard Jadewell's 
‘complaint for nine months. 

But she said DILG's recommen- 
dations were submitted to Ermita 
as early as Aug. 5, 2005. 

fables decision to go public 
validated Jadewells suspicions 
that Palace officials had been pro- 
тесп Yaranon, she said. 

City administrator Peter Fianza 
told the Inquimi that Yaranon 
might go to court to seek an in- 
junction should the Palace ignore 
his appeal. 
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Regents vote to retain PNU president | 


dministrative positions 


PROTESTS continue against the naming of the new president of Philippine Normal University, LutgardoBarbo. jowscaoc fror 


9-year-old 
boy admits 
he was leader 
of rob gang 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


A NINE-YEAR YEAR OLD BOY WHO ADMIT. 3 


ted he was the mastermind in the stealing of 
motor vehicle spare parts worth at least 
50,000 from a parked truck was arrested 
with seven other minors in Malabon City ear- 
ly yesterday morning, 

Chief Insp. Teresita Soriano head of the 
Northern Police District Women's and Chil- 
dren's Desk said the boys, all of them not 
more than 15 years old, were accused of 
Stealing at least P50,000 worth of acces- 
Sories from a 10-wheel truck undergoing 
repair work parked along the street. 


Leader 

Soriano said the boys pointed to the 
youngest and smallest among them as their 
leader, 

“The boy admitted planning the rob- 
bery" said Merceditas Caballero, a staff 
member of the city's social welfare depart- 
ment. 

"The stolen parts were recovered inside а 
videoke bar near the area where the truck 
was parked. Soriano said the boy had told 
her he sold the stolen parts so he could 
have his own money. 


Accomplices 

The boy also told the social worker that 
only three of the seven other minors were 
his accomplices. 

‘Demonstrating how he stole the spare 
paris, the boy said he used his bare hands 
Po drag the heavy spare parts and other ma- 


terials he found inside the vehicle, and Ё 


passed these on to his companions waiting 
behind the truck. 

The boy was close to tears when he was 
told that he would be turned over to his 
mother, Later, he agreed to be brought toa 
DSWD shelter,” Soriano said 


‘Turnover 

Under the law, all minor offenders must 
be turned over to the parents, but would be 
under the supervision of the DSWD. 

"rhe parents and the child involved must 
then immediately go for counseling provid- 
ed also by the social welfare department. 

Та this case, however, Soriano said the 
boys would first be brought to a shelter. 

‘ater, the DSWD will trace the parents’ 
whereabouts to inform them about what 
had happened tn their children. 


By Tina G. Santos 


THE BOARD OF REGENTS (BOR) OF THE 
Philippine Normal University yesterday reaf- 
firmed its decision appointing lawyer Lutgardo 
Barbo as its new president. 

The BOR's decision prompted five more of- 
ficials to resign from their administrative 
posts, bringing the total to 30. Several stu- 
Gents reportedly walked out of their classes 
after learning about the decision. 

Tn its response to charges of faculty mem- 
bers and students that the procedures adopt- 
ей by the search committee (SC) deviated 
from the generally accepted principles on 


empowered to devise its own procedures. 
try Barbo had already taken his oath as 
PNU president. His appointment is complete,” 
Ramos said. “He, therefore, acquired a legal 
right which cannot be taken away either by re 
vocation of the appointment or by removal ex- 
cept for cause and previous notice and hear- 
amos added the appointing authority, 
‘case the BOR, had the power to choose. 
"The BOR maintained that the change of the 
phrasing of the minimum спай 
ust be" to "preferably" a holder of an. 
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earned doctorate degree in education or any 
related field was made to attract or invite 
more applicants for the university's highest. 
post. The regents added the phrasing had also 
been adopted by almost ай state colleges and 
universities, including the Univesity of the 
Philippines (UP), in their search for president 

"The BOR mentioned some "excellent uni- 
versity presidents who were not doctorate de- 
gree holders, like former UP president Edgar- 
Чо Angara and PNU's lawyer Lilia Garcia. 

‘But in a text message to the Inguman, Garcia. 
said she had a master's in business adminis- 
tation from the UP She added that she had 
been'with the PNU for 36 years holding mid- 
die and top management positions, 

"The BOR said being a lawyer was equiva- 
lent to having a master's degree. It said it also 
considered the new officials managerial and 
administrative experience in the management 
ofscarce resources and resource generation as 
provincial governor of Eastern Samar for 
three terms. 

Barbo, the BOR added, chaired the provin- 
cial school board, working closely with 
teachers and supervisors in developing and 
evaluating programs, administering delivery 
systems, generating funds, and administer- 
ing programs for teachers and staff develop- 
ment. 
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Deadly lovers’ spat 


ALOVERS' quarrel led to the death 


and coercion” tried to take over 
the terminal. The group was al- 
legediy led by Ricky Sumallo, for- 
mer general manager of the tet 
minal, and Dante Almario, for 
mer city councilor. Ariel Dolleton, 
current terminal manager, said 
he had filed physical assault and 
grave coercion charges against 
those arrested and Almario. 

Also charged were Sumallo, 
Bobby Questas, Dave Almario, 
Jeanette Legaspi, Randy Soriano 
and several Jane and John Does. 

"The group claimed the 
takeover was covered by a tem. 
porary restraining order issued 
by the Court of Appeals suspend- 
ing the company's eviction from 
the 10,293-sq.m. terminal. 


Charge Danny Lim? 
Why not FVR, Reyes too? 


IF THE GOVERNMENT CHARGES 
Brig. Gen, Danilo Lim, former 
‘Army Rangers chief, with sedition 
for attempting to withdraw his 
support for President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo last February, why weren't 
Fidel V Ramos and Angelo Reyes 
not charged with the same offense 
for withdrawing their support for 
their commanders in chief that led 
to Edsa Land Edsa Il, respectively? 
What is sauce for the goose is 
sauce for the gander. 

‘The government might as well 
forget about charging General 
Lim and his supporters because it 
might open old, ugly wounds. 


THE FEUD BETWEEN THE 
Muntinlupa City government and 
а private company over the Ala- 
bang Jeepney Terminal fared up 
again with the arrest of five per- 
sons who attempted Wednesday 
takeover of the terminal. 

‘The police identified those ar- 
rested as Rodolfo Cabacjao, Celso 
Jaum, Serafin Obidos, Rolino 
Gonzales and ЕПапо Tedio, em- 
ployees of the Joint Venture of 
Ayesel, the company managing 
the terminal before the local gov- 
‘ernment took over in March. 

«In his report, city police chief 
Supt. Jose Mario Espino said the 
group allegedly arrived at the ter- 
minal at around 10 am. three 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 
eran elder statesman, if you 
willon military affairs and com- 
munist and Muslim insurgencies, 
if were GMA. 

1 doff my hat to former Ambas- 
sador Roy Señeres for coming out 
to say he supported Gen. Lin's 
plan to rebel against 
If 1 were President Arroyo, 1 t takes a lo 
would Keep former President t 
Ramos close to me to deal with Tve known Sefieres since 
future coup plotters. was our labor attaché at the Unit- 

During Ramos term there was ed Arab Emirates in the 1980s 
nor a single talk of a coup d'état He didn’t care whether or not the 


AN EIGHTYEAR-OLD CHESS 
prodigy is the youngest Pasay 
resident to make it to the city's 
Hall of Fame. 

Paulo Bersamina, the overall 
champion in the 7th Asean Age 
Group Chess. Championships 
held last month in Jakarta, In- 
donesia, has been included in 

prestigious lis, city public 
information officer, Manny Aun 
told the Inpumen yesterday. 

Bersamina, of Taylo Street, 


8-year old chess champ makes it 
to Pasay's Hall of Fame 


of 28-year-old laborer, who was 
stabbed allegedly by his partner In- 
side their house in Quezon City the. 
other night. Police аге hunting down 
Apple Grace Jacinto, 21, the primary 
suspect in the kiling of Reynaldo 
Evangelista at 13 Artillery Road, 
Barangay Holy Spirit. Evangelista 
and Jacinto were overheard having a 
heated quarrel just before 10 p.m., 
according to a report by РОЗ Allan 
Rodulfoof the Quezon City Police 
District criminal Investigation divi- 
sion. At the height of the argument, 
Jacinto allegedly got hold of a knife. 
and stabbed Evangelista, Neighbors 
rushed the victim to the Malvar Gen- 
aral Hospital, but Evangelista, who 
sustained a stab wound in the right 
chest, died later, police said. Jacinto 
remains at arge. 

PAULO receives medal as 
overall champion in the7th 
Asean Age Group Chess 
Championships held last 
month in jakarta. Left: Paolo 


athe game оо 


THE MAKATI CITY government is 
showing no let up in its campaign 
against smoke belchers. Nearly 
4,000 motorists were apprehended 
for violating antismoke belching 
laws in the first six months this year, 
reported the Makati Pollution and 
Control Office (MPCO) yesterday. 
The main culprits were delivery 
vans, accounting for 1 894 appre- 
hensions followed by trucks with 
1,373; private cars, 320; jeepneys, 
01; buses, 138 and taxis, 51. 
МОРО Chief Reggie Suarez said ай 
apprehended vehicles would under- 
go a smoke meter test to determine 
the level of smoke emission based 
on standards set by the Department 
of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources, Jocelyn B. Uy 


Clara, won two gold medals 
е chess tournament attended 
yy children across Asia from June 
10:020. 
“We are very proud of Paulo. As 
a former Asian Games campaign- 
ex it always warms my heart see a 
young Pasayeno doing well in 
ts." Mayor Wenceslao “Pee- 
wee" Trinidad said during a cere- 
mony held on Monday in honor 
of Bersamina. The young wood- 
pusher will be joining the mayor, 
a former swimmer, multi-award- 
ей Philippine Basketball Associa- 


tion player Elmer Reyes, 
Olympic swimmer Jairullah 
1аййаһ, Olympic sprinter 
Benjamin Silva-Netto and for- 
mer basketball star and televi- 
sion personality Freddie Webb, 
among others, in the Hall of 
Fame list. 

Bersamina leamed to play 
the game at the age of 4. The 
multi-awarded chess awardee, 
a third grader, is also a scholar 
at the University of the East, 

xcelling in math and comput- 
ersubjecs. 


or destabilization. Why? Because host government looked at him 
Ramos knew how to keep the mil with disfavor for coddling run- 
itary under control. 1 would have away Filipino maids maltreated 
Ramos as а very close advis- by their Arab employers. 


American tourist detained for alleged rape 
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POLICE ARRESTED AN AMERICAN TOURIST ON ALLE- 
gation he and two men gang raped a 17-year-old girl for 
five days, officials said Friday. 

Kenneth O. Saunders Jr, 25, a native Gf Washington in 
the United States, was arrested in his temporary resi- 
dence in Pasig City on Thursday after the girl filed a com- 
plaint alleging she was detained and gang raped over 
five days this week inside his house, police officer 
Samuel Peralta said. "He told us the rape charge was fab- 


ricated because the girl's parents wanted him to тапу 
their daughter,” Superintendent Gilbert Cruz told re- 
porters. 

Peralta said the teenager alleged she was detained and 
raped from Sunday to Thursday, after she was invited by 
two men to Saunders’ house. The girl said she was able to 
escape and report to police, according to Cruz. Saunders 
‘was detained at the police station. His two companions 
were at large. AP 
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24 killed 


GAZA CITY—TWENTYTHREE PALESTINIANS 
and an Israeli soldier have been killed in the past 
24 hours as Israel widened its assault in Gaza, re- 
occupying land evacuated 10 months ago and 
carrying out a wave of deadly air raids. 


Afer the Bloodiest day since Is- 
rel launched its offensive, the UN 
Security Council debated a draft 
resolution demanding an immedi- 
ate withdrawal of its forces from. 
the Gaza Strip and the release of 
detained Palestinian officials 

But the United States, Israel's 
closest ally, described it as “un- 
balanced.” 

Early Friday, Israeli forces 
launched new air raid on the 
town of Beit Lahiya, the main bat- 
tleground in nomhem Gaza, 
killing an armed Palestinian mili- 
tent and wounding three others, 
Palestinian security officials said. 


IMAGE from Nasa TV shows astronaut Mike Fossum leading the way as the crew fl 


In a major escalation ofthe con- 
fict on Thursday, Israel sent its 
troops deep into the northern Gaza 
Strip, effectively creating a buffer 
zone in the territory it withdrew 
from in September last yea 

Israel has vowed to use every- 
thing in its power to increase the 
pressure on the embattled 
Hamas-led government to free a 
soldier captured by Palestinian 
militants in an attack 12 days ago 
and to stop rocket attacks. 

Palestinian Prime Minister 1s- 
mail Haniya slammed the Gaza 
assault as “collective punish- 
ment" and demanded interna 


tional intervention to stop Israel's 
biggest military operation since it 
pulled out of Gaza. 

"esa crime against humanity" 
sid Haniya, who himself has 
been directly targeted by the, Is- 
raeli offensive. 

The Hamas government, 
which is boycotted both finan- 
cially and politically by Israel and 
the West, put its security forces 
оп high alert and urged all Pales- 
tinians to take up arms against 
the Israeli military. 

‘One Israeli soldier was shot dead. 
їп fighting in Beit Lahiya, a killing 
aimed by one of the militant 
groups behind the June 25 abduc- 
tion of 19-year-old Cpl. Gilad Shalit 

In the worst single incident, 11 
Palestinians were killed, includ- 
ing two fighters loyal to Hamas, 
in an Israeli bombardment on 
Beit Lahiya, one of a series of 
deadly attacks throughout the 


day, medics said. 

Bloodstained 
could be seen huddled to- 
gether as the wounded franti- 
cally carried other victims caked 
in blood through the streets. 

In the West Bank, Israeli forces 
launched an incursion into a 
refugee camp in the northern 
city of Jenin, killing a 16-year- 
old Palestinian and wounding 
Several more people, includ- 
img militants, medics 
said, 

Experts бот de ff 
is-member Security (E. 
Council met behind “у 
closed doors to discuss 
a draft, presented by Qatar 
on behalf of the UN's Arab Group, 
‘which calls on Israel, as the occu 
pying power, to abide by its obli 
gations under the Geneva Con- 
vention on the protection of civil- 
ions in time of war AFP 


loats into the International Space Station July 6. 


Nasa confident Discovery trouble is over 


HOUSTON—NASA ENGINEERS 
worked overnight on Friday to as- 
sess images of space shuttle Dis- 
coverys heat shield after two 
days of intensive inspections and 
growing optimism the problems 
leading to the fatal 2003 
Columbia accident are over. 

‘The shuttle reached the Inter- 
national Space Station on Thurs- 
day to bring the resident crew up 
to its full, three-member staff for 
the first time since the accident 
and to deliver more than 5,000 


pounds (2,268 kg) of new equip: 
‘ment and supplies. 

"Overall, we have a really clean 
vehicle,” deputy space shuttle pro 
gram manager John Shannon said 
during a briefing on Thursday 
evening. "We're really happy" 

Preliminary results of the in- 
flight inspections, which were 
conducted by the shuttle astro- 
naws using a sensorsrudded 
boom and by the station crew, 
which photographed Discovery's 
heat-resistant belly tiles before 


docking, showed mo damage 
from debris impacts during the 
shuttles ride to orbit on Tuesday 

‘On the last shuttle flight a year 
ago, the fuel tank used on Discov- 
ery shed large pieces of insulating 
foam, although none struck the 
spacecraft. 

The flight before that ended 
with the breakup of shuttle 
Columbia and the deaths of seven 
astronauts on Feb. 1, 2003. 

Columbia was hit by debris 
falling from the tank during 


US general, envoy apologize 
for Iraq rape-murders horror 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ—THE US AM- 
bassador and the top American 
military commander here togeth- 
er issued an unusual apology оп 
‘Thursday for the rape and mur- 
der of a young Iraqi woman and 
the killing of her family, saying 
that the crime, in which at least 
four soldiers are suspects, had in- 
jured the “Iraqi people as a 
whole.” 

‘The statement came just hours 
after Prime Minister Nouri Kamal 
al-Maliki said at a news confer- 


ence that he might ask the Ameri- 
can military to scrap a rule that 
grants foreign soldiers here im- 
munity from Iraqi prosecution. 

“Our people cannot tolerate 
that every day there is an ugly 
crime such as that in Mah- 
moudiya," he said, referring to 
the market town near which 
the four lragis, including a 
young girl, were killed on 
March 12. 

"The incident first became pub- 
lic last week, when the 4th In- 


fantry Division announced it was 
investigating the involvement of 
‘American soldiers in the rape and 
slayings. 

The strongly worded apology 
issued Thursday night by the top 
American commander in Iraq, 
Gen. George W. Casey Jr, and 
Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad re- 
vealed the deep concern among 
‘American officials over the crimi- 
mal episode's potential to damage. 
the entire American project in 
Iraq. NYT 


China, Russia buck N. Korea sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS—CHINA AND 
Russia dug in their heels over im- 
posing UN sanctions on North Ko- 
теа over its missile tests Thurs- 
day, as President George W. Bush 
appealed to fellow leaders for 
united action. 

‘The United States and Japan 
led efforts to condemn and pun- 
ish Pyongyang in the UN Securi- 
ty Council—hours after unre- 
pentant North Korea vowed to 
fire off more tests, despite glob- 


al outrage over Wednesday's 
seven launches. 

Experts from the 15-member 
Security Council met for two 
hours, but could not break a 
deadlock over a Japanese draft 
resolution promising financial 
sanctions against North Kore 

Veto-wiclding China and Rus- 
sia, seen as two of the few sources 
of influence over the reclusive 
state, remained set on a resolu- 
Чоп rebuking North Korea, but 


stripped of punitive measures, 
diplomats said. 

"Our position remains un- 
changed," Chinese UN delegate 
Li Junhua told AFP after the two- 
hour meeting. "We need some 
fiexible signals from ош 
Japanese colleagues.” 

US Ambassador John Bolton 
insisted that the council would. 
eventually pass a binding resolu- 
tion condemning the missile 
launches. AFP 


launch and broke apart as it at- 
tempted to fly through the atmo- 
sphere for landing. 

Nasa has said any more serious 
problems with the shuttle likely 
would spell the end of the pro- 
gram and seriously affect plans 
for the half-built $100 billion 
space station. The remaining 
modules, structural trusses and 
solar power arrays can only be 
carried and installed by the shut- 
tles and must be done before the 
feet is retired in 2010. Reuters 
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Conservative wins 
tight Mexico race 


MEXICO CITY—FELIPE CALDE- 
RON won the official count in 
Mexicos disputed presidential 
race Thursday the culmination of 
a come-from-behind campaign 
for the stiff technocrat from the 
country's ruling party. But his left- 
ist rival also declared victory and 
said he'd fight the election in 
court, 

Calderon was already reaching 
out to other parties to build a 
“unity government,” while his ri 
wa, Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador, blamed fraud for his 
narrow loss in the vote count and 
called on his supporters to fill 
Mexico City’s main square Satur- 
day ina show of force. 

With the 41 million votes 
counted, Calderon of President 
Vicente Fors National Action Par- 
ty had 35.89 percent, or 15 mil- 
lion votes, to 35.31 percent, or 
148 million votes, for Lopez 
Obrador of the Democratic Revo- 
lution Party, said Luis Carlos 
Ugalde, president of the Federal 
Electoral institute, or IFE. 

Roberto Madrazo, whose Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party con- 
trolled Mexico for 71 years until 
Fox's victory in 2000, had 22.26 
percent, and two minor candi- 
dates split the rest. 

Ugalde confirmed Calderon as 
ihe winner at a news conference 
several hours after the final vote re- 
count was made publi. The IFE will 
mot declare him president-elect, 
however; that is the responsibility 
of the Federal Electoral Tribunal. 
"The tibunal has until Aug. 31 to re- 
solve any challenges regarding the 
recount, and Sept. 6 to officially de- 
dare who is president-elect. 

The next president begins a 
single, six-year term on Dec. 1. 

Mexican stocks closed 2.7 per- 
cent higher and the peso re- 


VALENCIA AWAITS POPE VISIT 

Photo of Pope Benedict XVI is displayed with dolls in “falleras" 
Valencian dross in Valen ia, Spain, July 6, where the Pope will say 
Mass in the Sth World Mc eting of Families next Sunday, a? 
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bounded Thursday on news of 
Calderon's lead in the vote count. 
The markets closed before the 
count was finished. 

But many obstacles remain in 
Calderon's path. If his triumph i 
upheld by electoral courts, he will 
face a Congress dominated by op- 
position parties, as well аз а divided 
mation that sends millions north to 
work in the United States illegally 

"The time has arrived for unity 
and agreements," a smiling, but 
somewhat restrained Calderon 
told dozens of exuberant sup- 
porters who gathered at his cam 
paign headquarters Thursda 
evening and began shouting 
"You did it! You did iti” to cel 
brate his apparent victory. 

"Tm making it my personal dus 
ty to take on as my own the wish: 
es and desires of the millions. 
citizens who voted for other c 
didates," he said 

Calderon also called on all parî: 
ies to put aside politics as usual 
“and work together as a team." —. 

To scattered boos, he reached out 
to Lopez Obrador, saying, “I not ont 
ly reiterate my respect but als: 
share his desire for justice, and I re 
iterate my commitment to work: 
tirelessly . for great equality and" 
opportunity that wil allow millions 
of Mexicans to overcome poverty”. 

US President George W. Bush's 
decision to send National Guard: 
troops to the border has im. 
creased tensions їп Mexico, as 
has a US congressional proposal 
to extend walls along the two 
countries! frontier. 

Calderon wants to rely on Mex- 
ico's many free-trade accords to 
create jobs. He has vowed to 
crack down on rising crime and 
says hell try to smooth US rela- 
tions without letting Washington 
dominate. AP 


US court voids 
$145-B award 
for smokers 


TOBACCO COMPANIES IN THE: 
United States won a major legal 
victory Thursday when the Flori 
da Supreme Court upheld a decir 
sion to toss out a $145-billion: 
judgment against them. 

The ruling, one of the last re- 
maining personal injury class-acz 
tion cases against tobacco compa: 
nies, is a crushing blow to plain 
tiffs lawyers, who have pushed 
for large class-action cases with. 
the potential for multbilion-dol 
Jar verdicts. The six judge Florida 
court stated that smokers’ cases: 
“are highly individualized” anc 
“do not lend themselves to class, 
action treatment.” 

Investors applauded the dec 
sion, which drastically reduces: 
the possibility of massive, bank-, 
breaking awards in tobacco cat: 
ез. Shares of the rwo largest con: 
panies named in the suit, Altria 
the parent of Philip Mortis, and: 
Reynolds American, which owns; 
RJ, Reynolds, were up sharply: 
Altria closed up $4.43, or 6 per 
cem, at $77.76 and Reynold 
‘American closed up $4.59, ог 
percent, at $118.95. 
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Giants grab 2-0 lead 


MARC Pingris (front) of Purefoods tries to regain possession against 


GAME TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
6:10 p.m. —Rad Bul vs Pureloods (Game 3 of Finals) 


By June Navarro 


RED BULL CAME IN PREPARED 
for James Yap and Kerby Ray- 
mundo. Mare Pingris and 
Richard Yee, though, caught 
¬ the Bulls flat-footed. 

Overlooked, Pingris and Ye wansformed into 
a formidable scoring tandem and carried Pure- 
foods to a resounding 93-82 win over Red Bull 


Cup Finals last night at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

e put up another sterling performance by 
banging ай of his 17 points in the second half. 
while Pingris pumped in a career-high 21 points, 
most of them in the shaded area to help the Gi- 
ants puli away 

“Richard (Yee) saved us in Game 1. Tonight, 
ве made a lot of key baskets undemeath that 
proved to be decisive,” said Purefoods coach 
Ryan Gregorio, who moved two games closer to 
his frst A Filipino crown. 

In franchise history, Purefoods has always 
‘won a best-of seven series when it hasa 2-0 lead, 
which happened tice in the past 

“We don't want to dwell in the past,” said Gre- 


^ as Pingris, Yee shine 


tories to win the championship.” 

Raymundo was limited to 12 points, a far cry 
from his 30-point explosion in Game 1. But 
when winning time came, the MVP contender 
joined forces with Yap to fend off Red Bulls fero- 
ош chase in the end. 

“Its nice to see Kerby, James and Marc play 
good music together, said Gregorio. 

The stores: 

PUREFOODS 93—Yop J. 23, Pingris 21, e 17, Raymun: 
4512, Castle 12, Limpotê, tad 0, Simon 0, Gamboa 0, Yap 
0, Evangelista, 

RED BULL 62—Tuade 1, Моло 14, Baguio 11, a- 
jorda 8, Penis 7, Fonae 6, Buga 6, Robinson б, Спа 5. 
Hrabak Vera. 


Red Bull's Larry Fonacier in their game yesterday. tems fora commanding 20 lead in the PBA Philippine опо. “Again, its a nice win but it takes four vic- Quarters: 24-13, 39-48, 67-62, 93-82. 


Celebrities will zoom through regular, rally and slalom tracks this July 15 and 16 at the SM Mall of Asia in this exhilarating 
event brought to you by Ford Focus in cooperation with Shell Super Unleaded E10. Shortly after, you'll also have a chance 
to get behind the wheel and experience the rush of World Rally Championship fever yourself at the public test drives. 
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slashed and smashed: 


Araneta Coliseum • July 14 - 16, 2006 * 4PM 


Watch badminton's superstars LIVE with these fantastic deals*: 


+ MVP Cup Singles Pass 
+ MVP Cup Doubles Pass 
+ MVP Cup Smash Pass 


P300 per ticket 
P500 for 2 tickers (same day) 


P750 for 3 tickets (one ticket for each day) 
For Upper Lorel A cha prev 2 РУЮ 


Other ticket prices at P1,000 А P750.Tickets are available at alíTicketNet outlets located at the 
SM Department Store Customer Service areas and at the Araneta Coliseum ticket booth. 
For inquiries and reservations, please сай 911-5555. 


Know the score! Check out туой for updates on MVP Cup 2 action 
Visit: www.mypad.net/envpcup2006 


Pa 
ASIA vs EUROPE Z 


Witness badminton at its best 
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harges were stil a couple of years away 
from being a title contender. 

‘Such a bold prediction from a rookie 
each, but Pumaren knew exactly what he. 
was talking about. 

"True enough, the Warriors set out as fa- 
‘orites when the 69th UAAP basketball sea- 
son fires off today at the Araneta Coliseum. 

"Prom the start, our coaching staff 
thought that it would take three years for 
the team to be really competitive,” said 
Pumaren, “We're happy that our program. 
ison rack” 

Favored for their solid lineup, the UE 
Warriors will kick off their campaign ver- 
sus the Adamson Falcons at 2 p.m. 


“We all know that this is UES season, 
theyre the barometer of the toumament,* 
said new Adamson coach Leo Austria. "But 
T still think that an upset is possible. Most 
‘of our players have also matured.” 

"The Ateneo Blue Eagles, still among the 
top picks after finishing third last season, 
will open their bid against the National 
University Bulldogs at 4 p.m. 

“All the teams have been affected by 
graduating players; said Ateneo coach 
Norman Black, who lost star point guard 
LA Tenorio. "But whenever players gradu- 
ate, you expect others to step up and take 


by Robert Jaworski, Allan Caidic, Jemy 
CCodifiera and James Yap, along with past 
‘coaches Baby Dalupan, Pilo Pumaren, 
Roehl Nadurota and Jimmy Mariano. 

UES star-studded supporters may seem 
like added pressure, but Pumaren remains 
confident with Bonbon Custodio, Mark 
 Borboran and Marcy Arellano at the fore- 
front of the Warriors bid. 

"The players have learned to deal with 
high expectations,” said Pumaren. "We 
had a good practice (yesterday) so hope- 
fully the team wil sustain its aggressive- 
mess and confidence. But Adamson is still 
Solid, they have 10 retuming players” 

Even with Tenorio gone, Black said Ate- 


The Falcons, who finished seventh with 
a dismal 3-11 record last season, will be 
tuming to veteran center Ken Bono and 
shooter Patrick Cabahug. 

“Is а challenge for us to face UE in our 
first game, but Tve also seen the hungri- 
ness of our players,” said Austria. 

Although coming off another disheart- 
ening season, the Bulldogs wil still rely on 
forward Edwin Asoro, last years leading 
scorer with 15.3 points and fourth-best re- 
 bounder at 8.7 boards per game. 

‘Only seven teams wall compete this sea- 
son as La Salle serves its one-year suspen- 
sion for fielding two ineligible basketball 
players in the last three years. 


tause of the ongo- 
ing Philippine Cup 
bescofseven cham- 
pionship series be- 
tween Purefoods 
and Red Bull, but 
"more so because of 
the tightly contested 
MVP race among 
James Yap, Kerby Beth Celis 
Raymundo, Enrico ED 
‘Villanueva, Lordy Tugade and Marc Pingris, 
in that order, according to statistical points. 
‘As1 write this, he PBA Press Corps, head- 
ed by Malaya's Noli Cortez, was set to con- 
ene at the Araneta Coliseum at 5 pam. to 


Lions mangle 
ards; Stags 
gore Blazers 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


VETERAN POINT GUARD ALEX ANGELES 
found room to shine in the talent-thick 
lineup of San Beda, scoring all his points 
from beyond the arc to power the Red Li- 
ons to a 69-55 rout of the Mapua Cardinals. 
yesterday in the NCAA men's basketball 
tournament at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

‘Angels finished with 15 points, making five of 
seven attempts from beyond the arc to lead the 
{Lions to their third win in four outings. His hero- 
des eased the load on top guns Rogie Menor and 
‘Nigerian rookie Samuel Ekwe. 

“We forced them to play man to man,” said 
‘SBC coach Koy Banal. “But that is because we 
were hitting our shots.” 

Ekwe finished with 11 points, 13 rebounds, six 

‘blocks and one steal to provide the backbone for 
фе San Beda win. His slam dunk with 7:05 to go 
‘gave the Red Lions their biggest lead, 60-44. 
Ў The Cardinals clawed back with eight unan- 
‘sered points to make a last stand, but Menor 
drilled two free throws and Angeles drained the 
last of his triples for a 65-52, three minutes left. 

Menor had nine points, 13 rebounds, four as- 
sists and one steal, while rookie guard Pong Es- 
obal added nine points for the Red Lions, on top. 
of four assists. 

Jim Viray did just about everything to power. 
‘San Sebastian to an 89-85 overtime victory over 


SPORTSWATCH . 


STANDINGS W L Seniors 
lean 3 0| Тє CERA Viray 
[- MEE 
nBeda 3 1| bounds and two blocks 
S.Sebastin 2 3! qo seal the Stag? sec- 
Perpetual 1 2° ond win in Give games 
! Mapua 1 2. and һер snap his 
StBede 1 3; teamstwogameside- 
Jose Rizal 02 e fest game, 
SAMESMONDAY the Staglets tipped 
(Miroy Aquino Siain) бе CSB-LSGH Gree- 
Vam—loseRizal pies, 7870, to post 
ЧӘР (rS) their fourth victory in 
їрл—Фирш as many games The 
DM Greenies are now 2-2. 
The senior scores 
SECOND GAME (=) 


SSC в3—Мау 23, Vote 21, Ago 17, Bulanan û, Un- 
за 4, Raymundo 4, Nanda 4, Jun 3, Delgado 3, Sagad 2. 
(men, De Leon û, Balesteras 0, Toseco 0. 

CSB #5—та J 2t, Layug 1& Johnston 16, Seda 12, 
раев 7, dover 5, Manding 4, Cadz2, Ura IO, Manlapaz O. 
Tilo 0, Des O, Danid 0, Urias O, Ubunao 0. 

балет 10-14. 22-35, 5058, 76-78, 8385 OT 


THIRD GANE (srs) 


SBC 69—Angeles 15, Bue 11, Escoba 9, Menor 9, Mag- 
gay батаа, Мата, Tecson 4, Hermida 0, ganas Û. 


St. Benide in the other 


пати з араа Go, Dé Rosat 10 os VER 


Pascua, Mazo 3, Tango 2, Sumaling 0, Paso 0. 
(Quarters: 2017, 50-90, 56-40, 69-55 


Tafiamor heads pugs in Pakistan tilt 
FRESH OFF ITS TRIUMPHANT STINT IN THE HANOI INTERNATIONAL BOX- 
ing tournament, the Philippines ses action in the áth Green Cup Interra- 
onai stuglest rom July 8-14 in Karachi, Pakistan. Light fyweight and Athens 
бутап Harry Tañamor banners the countrys campaign in the event eatur- 
ing top Asian and European amateurs. Aiso competing are Oympan Vito 
Paya (унво), Asian Championships Best Borer Joan Tipon (алат 
weigh), Orlando Tacuyan Jr (ate) болеет Basadre (аулие) 
and Dein Bohol (ight-weter), Head coach Ès Patricio бар. 


RP judokas vying for Doha Asiad berths 
EIGHT OF THE COUNTRY S TOP JUDOKAS SHOOT FOR BERTHS IN THE 
‘8th Doha Asian Games in December as they go up against some ofthe re- 
doris bestin tne 2006 Tal Inteational Judo Cnamplonships staring 
Today in Ghanthabur Led by seven-ime Southeast Asian Games gold medal 
ist John Bayon, he RP team is expected to have з hands ful since the ther 
competing countries are also sending their top players. The rest of the RP 
team members are Gilbert Ramirez, Franco Teves, Sydney Schwarzkop, Б- 
тале Malasan, Estie Gay Lianen, Lo-Ann Jindani and Елка Joy Ponciano. 


Roligon 6-cocker semis gets going 

THE SEMIFINAL ROUND OF THE "HATAWAN SA TAG-ULAN" 6 COCK DER- 
Dy gets under way at the 15,000-seat Roligon Maga Cockpit today wih 84 
fights on tap. Seeing action today in te derby sponsored by Lakpue Drug inc: 
and Thunderbird Enertone are participants who scored 1.0 or 1.5 points in the 
irinaton rounds. Those with two points wil dispute the championship on 
Tuesday. Participants who wil score four points today wil share in the 
600,00 special prize, said host Roby Ligon. The winning handler and galer 


(gets P30,000 and P20,000, respectively 


New fight format starts today at SJC 
ANEW COCKFIGHT FORMAT WILL BE IMPLEMENTED STARTING TODAY 
atthe San Juan Coliseum with more than 100 тоте cockers and breed- 
ers seeing action. No entry fis required inthe fights which start at 10 am. 
Sic pit managers Pete Rivera and Ronnie Lacsina sald е frst 10 winners 
wll receive P1 000 each; 11th to 20th winners РТО and 21st to 30h winners 
#500. "This new format vil be hekd every Saturday,” Riera sald. Meanie, 
at lest 150 participants have estere forthe “Rambulan Sa San Juan” 5- 


cock derby stated July 17, 19, 21, 24, 26, and 29. 


Sales-Cortez nails Nicklaus stint 


GARY SALES AND FELIX DENNIS CORTEZ 
combined for a net 60 and then won in a count- 
back to clinch a berth in the Jack Nicklaus Inter- 
national Invitational tournament at the Bears 
Clubin Jupiter, Florida, in November. 

"The Sales Cortez pair actually tied with the 
tandems of Wilfred Bataa and Manfred 
Guangko and that of Alex Ignacio and Raul Gon- 
тйїез at 12 under par, but Sales-Cortez topped the 
scramble format with a natural eagle. 


More than 200 amateur golfers took part in 
the local qualifying tournament at the tough 
but picturesque Sta. Elena course in Laguna 


las Monday. 


‘The event was presented by Sta. Elena Golf 
and Country Club in cooperation with Volvo 
For Life and sponsored by Gulf Air, El Nido Re- 
sort and Island Transvoyager. Minor sponsors б 
were Mezze, Fury Active Eyewear, Dunhill 

Fragrances and Hawaiian Tropic. 


ST. BENILDE’S Angelo Aldover makes a reverse shot against San 
‘Sebastian's Jason Ballesteros during their game yesterday. exams 


Spring-Parahaque, Ozamiz 
cagers take semis openers 


TAGAYTAY CITY—FAVORED SPRING COOKING 
Oil-Parañaque and Ozamiz Coua lived up to ex- 
pectation by beating their respective rivals Thurs- 
day at the start of the bestofthree crossover 
semifinals in the 2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBC na- 
‘onal basketball championship here. 

PBL veteran Marvin Origuerra struck hard 
lare in the payoff quarter го propel the Cooking 
Oil Masters of NBC president Nathaniel “Tac” 
Padila and Vice Mayor Anjo Yllana pas Mayor 
‘Sammy Co's expansion team Pagadian, 82-75. 

Mayor Reynaldo Parojnogs Ozamiz cagers 
crushed Mayor Bambol Toleninos Batang 
“Tagaytay squad, 94-84, in the other match. 

Games 2—and 3, if necessary wil be played 
in Ozamiz and Pagadian on July 11-12 and July 
1415, respectively 

"The Cooking Ой Masters and the Cotta Shrine. 
cagers need to win anew to arrange a tid show- 
down in the tournament sponsored by Panasonic, 


Sulpicio Lines, Nature's Spring Mineral Water, 
‘Spring Cooking Ой, Regent Foods, Firefly Light- 
ings, Molten and Prime Channel. 

‘With the score бей at 75 in the last 1:43, Or- 
tiguerra scored back-to-back baskets to give 
‘Spring-Parafiaque the advantage for good. 

The scares: 

OZAMIZ 94 asco 17, tanga 16, to 12, белет 11, 
‘Gavan 10 Sampo 10, Bans 10, ango 4, Una 2, Үл. 

TAGAYTAY 84—Mrquez 20, Rois 20, Matari 10, Fru- 
да 9, Grado 6, Gj 6, Reyes 6, Caceres 3, Sa. Moda 2. 
Menton 2 

rater 1621,5042,7383, 94-84 


SPRING PARIRUAQUE £2—Monus 17, Rodez 15, 0r- 

Sera 1, Epona 8, Yao 7, Mont 7, Capbres б, 

Yen 4. Reyes 2 De Castro 2, Inigo 2, Bamson 1. 
PAGADIAN 75 Mart 20, Naron 19, бар 12, Corr 

эл5. Oso 3, Ayuk 2. Pamaran 2, Omen 1, Orqullas 0. 
балит 17-19, 41-42, 5658, 6275 


Football Fiesta kicks off at Ateneo 


ITS THE FIRST FOOTBALL FESTIVAL OF THE 
school year and the kids are expected on the 
itch in full force to play 

The PFERed Ribbon Football Fiesta gets going. 
today at the Ateneo de Manila Univesity football 
grounds in Katipunan with over 150 teams and 
1,500 footballers expected to show up. 

“They have been divided into numerous age 
categories for boys and girls starting today 


Й 


and the open division beginning tomorrow. 

Red Ribbon Football was conceptualized by 
PFF president Johnny Romualdez and Red 
Ribbor's former president, Danny Moran, a 
former national player in the 80s. 

"The concept blends the seven-a-side format 
with an assortment of promotional ideas like 
game booths, parlour games, a festive look, 
рор music, face-painting and even ап events 


BEST THREE: Champions Cortez and Sales (third and fourth from left) are. 
fanked by gnacio-Gonzales (lft) and runners-up Batara-Guangko. 


deliberate on its collegial vote, which will 
comprise 30 percent of the total 25 percent 
vote from media. 

Insiders who have kept track of the PBA 
MVP awards will be awaiting the result of 
the deliberation because, for the past few 
years, the choice of the Press Corps had al- 
ways emerged the MVP winner. 

Since none of the five candidates this 
season isa hands-down choice, the delib- 
eration is expected to take longer than 
usual, 

"This year we will use the candidates’ 
raw stats as our basis in assessing their 
performance,” Noli said. “By doing away 
with the bonus points for won games, for 
‘qualifying into the quarterfinals, the 
semifinals and the finals, we get a clearer 
picture of the player's true value." 

The group will also evaluate the candi- 
dates for the other awards like the ROY 
(Rookie of the Year), the BPC (Best Player 
‘of the Conference), the Mythical, All-De- 
fensive teams, the Most Improved Player, 
SportsManship, etc. 

Noli pointed out that those who played 
up to the championship round of the First 
Conference will have an edge over the can- 
didates in the Second Conference because 
their statistics were counted up to the last 
playing day ofthe final round. 

in the ongoing Philippine Cup, the stats 
credited were only up to the last game of the 
semifinals, which isthe cut-off period 

‘Raymundo, Villanueva, Yap, Tugade and 
Renen Ritualo were the top five in statisti- 
cal points, in that order, last conference 
where Vilanueva emerged Best Player of 
the Conference. 

“The deliberation wil start with nomina 
tions. The nominators are expected to be 
able to defend their choice. Then we evalu- 
ate, based on the arguments put forward, the 
raw data provided us, and the intangibles.” 

Мой said consistency value to the team 
and value to the league as a whole will have 
a premium. 

"The PBAPC president is keeping his fin- 
gers crossed that the group will arrive at a 
consensus without going to a vote, which he 
thinks в divisive. 

"1 want to avoid a repeat of what hap- 
pened in the Festa Conferences BPC selec- 
tion,” said Noli, who is taking every step to 
ensure a transparent, suspicion-free and 
peaceful selection process for the PBAPC. 

The praying never stops for couple 
James Yap and Kris Aquino. 

As Kris disclosed, at the time Purefoods 
lost Game 4 and was on the verge of elim- 
ination at 1-3 in dhe Philippine Cup semi- 
finals, she and James went down on their 
knees to implore the Almighty for the se- 
ries to go down the wire. 

“We prayed that the Lord may just let 
them reach Game 7 and on Game 7, may 
it all be God's will. We were ready to ac- 
cept whatever His will might be,” said 
Кз. 

Unexpectedly, Purefoods pulled a mi- 
mor miracle and the Giants, who had 
been written off by most, overcame the 
‘odds and made it to the finals. 

After the Giants victory in Game 1 of 
the Finals, Kris said she and James went 
to Baclaran, to thank the Lord for leading 
the team to where t was. 

"We prayed our thanks, for God again 
exceeded our prayers," Kris said, “1 told 
James that to emerge with the best stats 
in only in his second year is such a bless- 
ing and a reward for his discipline and 
hard work. It has been a great year for 
him, 

“An award would be his ultimate joy 
but ust as we prayed before, we leave ev- 
exything in God's hands.” 


Xavier Futsal booters seek 


fourth win against Pagcor 
FUTSAL ACTION HEATS UP ANEW AS THE ATENEO 
booters clash with AFP Selection at 2 p.m: in one of 
ne featured manchas of na 2008 Adidas Futsal 
Crampionship at ine Blue Eagle Gym in Ateneo da 
Manta Bol toting 24-1 (vi-drawloss) cards in the 
men's Second Onsion-A, Ateneo and AFP Selection 
olida in a bi to wrest solo second spot behia fron- 
running Xaver Aluma FC (3-0-1), wich plays Pag- 
or (1-0-2) in the 4 p.m. match, Univers ol Аза & 
the Pact (2-0-0) acis Manres-A (1-0-2) in the 3 
рт. encounter. Army, mean, wil seek ts fourth 
Sat wn against Nawy at 5 pm. A wan wl shove 
Ату Into a V for the ead wth Air Force (4-0-0) in 
the event sponsored by Adidas, in cooperation wih 
ne Natonal Capta Region Footbal Assocation. 
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Little Debbie makes 
grade for US Amateur 


By Jong Arcano 


LOS ANGELES—DEBBIE DE VILLA HAS 
puta Filipino name on the roster of this 
year's United States Women's Amateur 
Championship. 

The diminutive 15-year-old survived the 
demanding conditions of the Friendly Hills 
‘Country Club in Whittier, California, with а 
four-over-par 75 Thursday (Friday in Mani- 
1а) to join nine other players who secured 
slots for next month's tournament proper 

"The 106th edition of the US Women's 
Amateur, one of the 18 high-profile events 
handled by the USGA, tees off on Aug, 7 at 
the Pumpkin Ridge Golf Cub in Oregon. 


Wrestling with a balky putter ай day, De 
Vila бей for seventh place in the 80-strong, 
field that vied for berths in the 18-hole qual- 
ег ruled by Korean lass Hur 

‘She humbled the course with a 69. 

Lee Seo-jae, another Korean who lost to 
De Vila in the RP Ladies Open early this 
year a Maria бой, shot a 71 for second 
place. 

But none of De Villa's six teammates in 
the ICTSI training pool sent here by busi- 
mess tycoon patron Ricky Razon for a series 
of stints under the supervision of noted 
‘swing guru Bong Lopez made it. 

Cyna Rodriguez and Anya Tanpinco 
carded 78s, Lora Roberto tallied a 79, Ма 


Piccio made an 84, Bambi dela Paz checked 
n with an 85 and Crystal Superal wound up 
with an 88 at the up-and-down course in 
the San Gabriel mountains. 

"Deb really handled the course very well 


despite some putting miscues, said Lopez. | 


“Contrary to the name of the course, the 
conditions were not friendly at all, but Deb 
came prepared and got the job done." 
"Backiobedk birdies on the third and 
fourth holes gave De Vila the needed cush- 
ion for the putting miscues that came along 
the way She three ротой the seventh, 14th 
and 18th en route to nines of 36-39. 
“Jungolfer Miko Yee carried the bag for De 


Vile and their partnership proved perfect | 


Piencenaves, 
Flores rally 
to seal final 
showdown 


IAN PIENCENAVES AND CHRISTOPHER 
Flores rallied to beat their respective rivals 
and arrange a showdown for the men's sin- 
gles crown while irene Chiu and Alma Ledes- 
ma handily won their semifinal matches in 
the ladies side of the P1 million JVC Open 
Badminton Championships at Glorietta yes- 
terday. 

Piencenaves, the 2003 champion from Butuan 
‘Badminton Club, completed a stirring 22-24, 21- 
13, 21-16 victory over top-seeded Lloyd Escoses 
while Fores, an FEU mainstay, also bared back. 
from a set down to beat Melvin Lanes, 18-21, 26- 
24, 21-14, in the centerpiece elite masters divi- 
sion of the event sponsored by JVC (Phils), Inc. 

"The top-seeded Chiu, playing out of RTC Bad- 
minton, prevailed over Karyn Velez of Golden 
‘Shuttle Foundation in straight sets, 21-17, 21-15, 
while the second-ranked Ledesma, also of GSE 
pulled off a 21-4, 1321, 21-16 victory over UPS 
Jerie Kagalingan. 

"They dispute the title and the top purse of 
P35,000 today along with the finals in the elite, 
veterans-masters and veterans-non pro divisions 
starting at a.m. 

‘The juniors, which stakes P12,000 to each 
‘champion in various categories, and corporate fi- 
nals start at 10 a.m. with the celebrity and CEO 
invitational toumeys set at 3 pam. 

The Philippine Star and Meralco will dispute 
the top P50,000 purse in the corporate category: 
The defending champion Star nipped AB Leisure, 
43, while Meralco bested Robinsons Land Corp. 
61, inthe semis late Thursday. 

Earlier, Velez disposed of Reyne Calimlim of 
Victor, 21-17, 21-8, to reach the finals of the 16- 
under cass against Centro Adeticos беа Сахі. 
lo, who beat GSF' Bianca Legaspi, 21-17, 21-16. 

Ronnel Estanislao of Chaopai beat James Ri- 
топ of Cebu, 21-14, 21-14, to arrange a tide 
showdown with Ralph Hidalgo for the boys 
crown. Hidalgo, also of GSR thwarted Patrique 
Magnaye, 21-19, 23-21. 

‘Assumption Colleges Francesca Bermejo and 
Rina Batuigas of lloilo clash for the ladies crown 
in the elite division while Antonino Gadi of Ate- 
neo and Andrei Babad of Bartiedore collide for 
the men's singles tie. 


Stockinger seeks 
3rd straight win 


MARLON STOCKINGER OF BIRELSFIC 
hopes to make it three-in-a row in the pre- 
miere Formula 125 division as the 2006 Shell 
Superkarting Series stages its fifth leg tomor- 
row at the Boomland Kart Track at the Cultur- 
al Center of the Philippine Complex. 

A win would firm up Stockinger’ tag as one of 
the top title favorites in this series sanctioned by 
the Automobile Association Philippines 

"The 16year-old Stockinger posted his first win 
inthe third leg at the Carmona Circuit Philippines 
in May and bagged his second straight triumph in 
the Asian Karting Open Championship last 
month. 

Ace karter Matteo Guidicelli of Alessandra 
Racing, who's still completing his acting and di- 
recting workshop at the Universal Studios in Los 
Angeles, is yet to confirm his participation If eve, 
Guidicelis absence will be a big break for 
Slockinger to grab the overall leadership. 

‘Guidicelli leads the tide race with 213 points 
while Stockinger follows with 174, Two other 
Birel drivers - Indy Villalon and Daniel Cleak - are 
third and fourth with 128 and 126 points, respec- 
tively In the Rotax Max Seniors, Guidicelli also 
Jeads with 208 while Stockinger is close behind 
with 177. Villalon is third with 127 while Cleak 
and Eslao are fourth and fifth with 121 and 78 
points 

Also favored inthe race are lawyer Jess Garcia, 
‘Tiny Go and Ecuadorian expatriate Santiago Gar- 
cia. Garcia, who ruled the kickoff leg, hopes to 
‘bounce back against Cebu Racing Group team- 
mates Manger Calderon and Jan Jan Gonzales to 
fontfy his hold of he ROK Seniors class lead. 


Pacman backs: 
Suico's WBA | 
| title challenge: 


WHEN IT COMES TO LENDING 
support to his fellow fighters; 
poundíorpound icon Manny 
Pacquiao is tops. : 

"The Flipino superstar leaves fo 
the United States on July 12 to lead 
the cheering team for Filipino Randy 

{ Suico, who will challenge undefeat- 

| ed Juan Diaz for the World Boxing 

[| Association lightweighttie. — | 

| The dynamite sed Suico (24-24 

| 21 KOs) he battles Diaz (29.0, 14, 

{ Kos) in a 120und showdown at 
the MGM Grand Hotel and Casino in. 
Las Vegas The fight, which will be 
aired live by Solar Sports on July 16, 

{ is the chief support to the Shané. 
Mosley emendo Vargas rematch. 

“The Mandaue City government 

{yesterday announced that a cash in: 

Gente awaits Suico should he take 

thetile, — SabenL Lagumbay 
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‘Wimbledon on STAR Sports 


Women's nal—Amle Mauresmo vs Justine Henin-Hardenne 


(Ive 830 p.m. today) 


* Men's final wil be aired tomorrow live at 8 р. т. 
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(“тушы y faces Baghdatis next 
- WIMBLEDON, ENGLAND—JUSTINE HENIN- 
Hardenne is one victory from a career Grand 


Slam, and Maria Sharapova is gone from 
Wimbledon. 


Henin-Hardenne defeated Kim Clijsters, 64, 7- 
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6 (4), Thursday to reach the final and dose in on 
the one major tide missing from her collection. 

‘The third-seeded Henin-Hardenne will face 
No. 1 Amelie Mauresmo, who squandered a 3-1, 
love-40 lead against serve in the second set before 
putting away Sharapova, 63, 3-6, 6-2. 

Saturday's championship will be a rematch of 
this year’s Australian Open final in which Henin- 
Hardenne quit because of stomach pain while 
trailing, 6-1, 20, handing the Frenchwoman her 
first Grand Slam tite. 

French Open champion Rafael Nadal ad- 
vanced to the men's semifinals by beating Fin- 


VAN 


lands Jarkko Nieminen, 6-3, 6-4, 64. Their quar- 

terfinal was postponed Wednesday after Jonas 

Bjorkman's five-set victory over Radek Stepanek 

took 6/4 hours, including two rain delays totaling 
hous. 

Mauresmo, who had lost inthe semifinals in 
her last hree stints at Wimbledon, looked like 
she might throw away her breakthrough 
chance against the 19-year-old Russian. 

‘After dominating бе first set with а perfor- 
mance that included just one unforced error (a 
double fault), Mauresmo bed thee break points 
with a chance to go up 4-1 in the second. She 
has a reputation for gering tight and, sure 
enough, she faltered. The fourhseed- 
fed Sharapova reeled ой five sraight 
games to tale the et 

Ви it was Mauresmo who came out 
stronger in the final эм, racing out to a 4-0 lead. 
‘Sharapova won the next two games and had a 
break point for 43, but Mauresmo saved it with a 
112 mph (180 kph) ace. She broke in the next 
Zame to end the 2 hour, 13-minute match. 

Mauresmo has lost five of her nine career 
matches against Henin-Hardenne. 

“Tm expecting a tough one,” she szid. 

Henin-Hardenne reached the Wimbledon final 


It's Amelie vs Justine ` 


| Nadal reaches semis, 


-— 


AMELIE Mauresmo celebrates winning a 
point against Maria Sharapova. sers 


in 2001, Josing to Venus Wiliams. Since then, she. 
has won three French Opens and one US Open 
and Australian Open. 

Nadal will face Marcos Baghdatis, who upset 
2002 champion Lleyton Hewitt, 6-1, 5-7, 7-6 (5), 
62,0n Wednesday AP 


World Cup final: Everything 


could boil down to fatigue 


30 minutes. 


As France and Italy prepare for Sun- 
days World Cup final, much discussion 
has been given to who wil be fittest at 
Коё France wil have one day less to 
recover and prepare folowing iis 10 
semifinal vicory over Portugal, but Italy 
which beat Germany 20 on Tuesday, 
play 30 minutes of ara ime. 
“We wall know only at the end of the 
sid coach Raymond 
Domenech, still looking tired Thursday 
afier reruring from Munich in the south 
to Les Bleus training camp in northem days of recovery” 
France is a special case, since almost 
half ts team can be considered veterans body wings,” Domenech said. 


mach” 


Germany 


Italy was happy to say both disadvan- 
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HAMELN, GERMANY—THE DEBATE tages would cancel each other 
is which will matter more—a day or 


“We played extra time so we are even. 


with limited ability to recover. 
Upto now though, the players such as 


"here is no advantage,” kalian team defender Lilian Thuram and Zinedine 


manager Luigi Riva said. 


OSCAR Freire. 
of Spain (left) raises 
and in triumph 
after crossing the 
finish line ahead of 
‘everybody else to 
win the fifth stage of. 
the 93rd Tour de 
France. Among 
those he beat was 
overall Tour leader 
Тот Boonen of 
Belgium (right) who 
managed to hold on 
to the yellow jersey 
in the stage that 
took cyclists from 
Beauvais to Caen, in 
northwest France. 


Zidane, both 34, have not succumbed to 


"Within four weeks, the two teams will fatigue or injury. 
have played seven matches and both 
teams needed to field their best lineups you can still run and prepare. Itis the in- 
in the final first-round game to advance, пег belief which makes the difference,” 
leaving litle opportunity to rest players. he said. 

Fatigue showed on Wednesday. when 
France found it increasingly difficult to willbe tired minds. The players have been 
contain the attacking Portuguese. 

“They forced us into a great deal of ef, 
fort. It is тше that we were wasted,” difference,” Domenech said. 
Domenech said. “Now, we have three 


"don't consider them old. At 30, 35, 


Even more important than tired legs, 


living together for about seven weeks. 
“The mental aspects will make the 


The prize on Sunday however will al- 


so help the work rate. 
“Somehow, the final will give every- 


CE 


Yellow jersey puts a little 
pressure on Tour leader 


CAEN, FRANCE—HERE'S A TOUR DE FRANCE 
riddle: Ater so many years of riding in Lance 
Armstrong's wake, bow wil his heir- whoever 
it may Ье—соре with the pressure of wearing 
the race leaders yellow jersey as the finish in 
Paris nears? 

Its a question some favorites are already 
asking themselves. 

“Tve imagined it enough. ulinkiellbe normal. 
T be all right,” American Floyd Landis said after 
safely completing Thursdays stage fie, which 
was won by three-ime former world champion 
Oscar Preire in a sprint finish. 

Race leader Tom Boonen, who placed second, 
is learning ай abou the added weight that comes 
with tying to hang onto the prized jersey that 
seven-ime champion Armstrong made his own 
from 1999-2005. 

“ies been causing a lot of strain," said the 


world champion, whose lead over Australian 
Michael Rogers grew Thursday to 13 seconds. 
Freire vaulted from 20th to third overall, bump- 
ing George Hincapie of the United States down to 
fourth, both 17 seconds behind Boonen, 

"es more heavy for me because Im not sup- 
posed to wear it," the Belgian said of the yellow 
Shirt that be first took on Tuesday and will wear 
for a third day straight on Fridays stage six, 
which marks the end of the first week. 

Landis, who already has three stage-race wins 
under his belt this year, is the kind of rider that 
could be wearing yellow when the Tour heads 
out of the Alps back toward the finish in Paris on 
3y 23. 

"The Pennsylvanian is a solid time-trialer and 
mountain climber and learned from the best. He 
and Armstrong were teammates before Landis 
switched to the Swiss outfit Phonak. AP 


Mickleson takes Western lead 


LEMONT, ILLINOIS—PHIL MICKELSON, 
bouncing back nhs first event since a final- 
round meltdown cost him a US Open te. ea- 
‘led his finat hole here Thursday to move ona. 
‘stroke ofl the US PGA Western Open load. The 
US veteran's four-under par 67 let him one. 
stroke behind oo-leaders Danie! Chopra of Swe- 
‘don, David Mckenzie of Australia and Ameri- 
cans Joa Ogivie and Lucas Glover at the five 
‘milion-dollr tournament. Mickelson sought 


his third consecutive major crown last month at 
Winged Foot but a double-bogay on the 18th 
hole lett the left-hander loser. Returning here 
at Cog Hil witha 101-482 start, Mickelson ba- 
‘gan йїп a pal of bogeys but birdied the 130 
"and 15th to make the turn at par. World No. 1 
Tiger Woods, a throo-time Western Open cham- 
plon, stumblad to a one-ovar 72 to share 62nd 
plate. Ho managed only 13 greens in regulation. 
and [ust nine of 14 fairways. AFP 
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Cinemala 


H 
ш 


By Ronald б. Mangubat 


“SAAN NAGTATAGO SI HAPPI- 
ness?,” Media Revolution Film 
Productions’ first digital film ven- 
ture and entry in this year's Cine- 
malaya filmfest, promises to be 
опе of the more important local 
films produced this year 


Breath of fresh air 

Weve read the screenplay, 
joined the line reading, and visit- 
‘ed the set twice, and from what 
"we have observed, this film, pro- 
duced by sisters Rica and Raquel 
Arevalo, should be a breath of 
fresh air after the current crop of 
heavy dramas, comedies, and 
horror, fantasy and action flicks 
that have been flooding the local 
film market of late. 

First, "Happiness" is a light 
comedy, semi-musical film with 


faith, trust and the beauty of 
life amidst the fetid squalor of 
urban slums. 

Produced by 
team behind 
award-winning 
#7." “Saan Nagtatago зі 
Happiness?” also stars 
Ricky Davao, Caridad 
Snachez, Nanette Inven- 
tor, Rez Cortez, Noni 
Buencamino, January 
Isaac and child sensa- 
tions, Mica Torre and 
recent Singapore film- 
fest best actor winner, 

ijah Castillo. 


Doubly difficult 

“Compared to “ICU Bed 
ит} the requirements of Hap 
piness were doubly difficult? 
Says producer Rica, "We had 
ance rehearsals, musical record- 


digital film wave!” 


Gamble 
It was a gamble on (Bk 
Media Revolution’s 
part to cast a relative- 
ly unknown actor i 
the lead role of Tikyo 
but, in Arevalos 
words, "We believe so 
much in Andy Bais’ 
talent—the script 
was tailor-made for 
him.” 
In the same 


actors like In- 
(1. ventor, Sanchez, 
Cortez, Buen 
camino апі 
Davao gladly 
played support to 
Andy, _ something 


original songs and entertaining 
dance numbers. 

Second, its lead star, veteran 
‘comedian, musical theater actor 
and singing champion Andy Bais, 
is perfect for the role of Tikyo, a 
single, middle-aged ice cream 
vendor searching for his long-lost 
mother. 


Colorful characters xo 
Inthe process, Tikyo's remark. 
ably kind soul touches the lives of 
the people im his neighbor- 
hood a decrepit urban. tene 
ment inhabited by colorful char- tor 
acters who are chasing thelr own Bautista) 
fainbows in their quest for elusive 
happiness 

More importantly, "Happi 
ness” unveils insights on love, 


Toti and Mon’s triumphs elicit praise, inspiration , 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


PEOPLE KEEP COMPLAINING THAT MOST 
show biz luminaries think only of themselves 
and contribute little to the nation's life by way 
of achievements and inspiration for others. 
Today, lets look at the other, brighter side of 
the picture, and celebrate two of the few artists 
whose exceptional, selfless work and lives moti- 
vate us to also inspire others in our own spheres: 


Admiration 

For years now, Toti Fuentes has galvanized 
the attention and admiration of many people, 
not just with his outstanding musical talent 
but also due to his battle against a rare form 
of cancer. As Toti himself sees it, he shoul 
have died years ago, were it not for an experi- 
mental anti-cancer treatment, of which he is 
‘among the first recipients in the States 

Even with the state-of-the-science treat- 
ment, however, Totî's physical well-being is а 
roller-coaster ride of frequent disappoint- 
ments and occasional relief. Which is why we 
believe that what are really keeping Toti on 
his feet—and on his musical toes—are his 
love for sharing through performing—and his. 
unsinkable fortitude. 

То connect again with the internationally. 
acclaimed musical director (he’s played for 
the stellar likes of Kevin Lenau, Aretha 
Franklin, Tony Orlando and Julia Fordham) 
and plug into his life-affirming vibe, catch 
Той in concert in "Cheers to Life with Toti 
Fuentes" at 10 tonight at Merk's Bar Bistro, 
Greenbelt 3. Call 757-4720. 


Jazz exponent 

For his part, master jazz exponent Mon 
David recently thrilled his countrymen when 
he won the top plum in the first London Inter- 
national Jazz competition. The award- 
ning singer and songwriter has jammed 
the best artists here and abroad, 

David Benoit, Eric Marienthal, Pe 
Boney James and Bobby Enriquez. 

He has won Katha awards for best R&B vo- 
cal performance for "You're the Love in My 
Life,” bese Latin composition and best Latin 
vocal performance for "After the Rain,” best 
traditional composition for "Hanggang Saan, 
Hanggang Kailan,” and best traditional per- 
formance for “Mananatiling Mahal.” 

"His other honors include best vocalist in 
the first City Jazz Achievement Awards, Audi- 

din 
the Voice of Asia si 
record producer fo 
and CMMA best original Filipino jazz musie 
forthe album, "аатта sa Alaala.” 


Resilience 

Beyond awards, Mon is even more ad- 
mirable for his artistic fortitude—and_ re 
silience, Most other artists steer clear of the 
jazz made because it isn't mainstream. But, 
Мол has embraced it with a passion that ex- 
cites the musical cognoscenti and has made 
jazz (in its varlous variations and adumbra- 


ings and various location shoots. 
‘The look and texture of the film 
are very Tondo, but we made it a 
point to go beyond the wrenching 
ities of poverty." 
According to 
Cinemalaya is a venue. 


production 


alo, since 
ew di- 


iters and talents, her 


gave her former students а 


the 


the 


writers and direc 


(Florida 
to the 


crew—is composed 
former 
Arevalo quips. "I want 
them to experience the new 


everyone around him. 


tions) appeal to a wider audience. 

Mon may be primarily a jazz artist, but he's al- 
so steeped himself in a wide range of music-pop, 
rock, ballad, standard, musical theater and ci 
sical. He even used to be 25 percent of the popu- 
lar music comedy act, The Angfourgettables! 

Best of all, Mon inspires us with his musical 
integrity and selfless espousal of musical 
forms that should be appreciated by many 
more Filipino music buffs. 

Be a part of this continuing process by 
catching Mon's concert, "Mon David—Jazz 
and More,” tonight at Onstage, Greenbelt 1 
Mon's special guest is Bituin Escalante. Cal 
891-9999 or 426-0103. 
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BAIS, Plays ice-cream vendor 
who makes the sun shine for 


that doesn't often hap- 
pen in the mainstream 
fim industry 


J 
/ Hard work 
Having witnessed the ex 
gly hard work that went 
the making of "Saan 
Nagtatago si Happi- 
ч?" 
that 
light 
spire- viewers, 
especially those 
who continue! 
lieve that, despite the diffi- 
cult times, pure joy is just-an 
ice-cream cone аме: 
CCP screenings: July 18, 6:15 
p.m; July 20, 3:30 рт; July 21, 
Эрт, and July 22 at 10a.m. 
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movietime | МЯ SATURDAYSpecial tite 
CINEMA : Triumphant return for the Man of Steel 


By Noelani Torre Perhaps, this is why we haven't al- looks drop-dead gorgeous, has a 
lowed the Man of Steel to crossover heart of gold and possesses amazing 
IFS IRONIC, YOU HAVE TO AD- into camp territory m spie of the powers, we find п easier to relate 16 
mit, that the superhero who cape, the primary colors, and the un- darker, more human characters. 
Bodies all of humanity's best quali- derwear-over tights look He Б too (Case in point: The guy withthe bat 
ties is nor, in fact, a member of the good tobe ue but hats the way sut, who walked. away with this 
human race. тене yeas MTV move award for bes 
perman, despite his appellation, hero.) 
alien. Nevertheless, he isa uni. Downside In movies, we have a larger emo- 
versal icon of all the good things that Тһе downside to this is that, tional investment ina hero struggling 
man iscapabie of dong. though we admire somebody who to become опе. Sil, with the Tight 
tanding, even we, 
TEESE FETE SRST flawed beings, сап 


псе p EXER | noone below 10 yrs. may be sdmitted.| relate to perfec: 


NOW SHOWING: ROBINSONS ERMITA ROBINSONS GALLERIA ROBINSONS | 801—411 this is ех. 
METRO EAST - ROBINSONS FAIRVIEW - ROBINSONS IMUS ROBINSONS DASMARINAS. | аспу what director 
GLORIETTA 4 - GLORIETTA 1 - ROCKWELL MARKET MARKET - GATEWAY = STA. LUCIA. | Bryan Singer 
ALI MALL » SHANGRI-LA - EASTWOOD ALABANG TOWN CENTER FESTIVAL MALL- | achieves in "Super- 
METROPOLIS = SUPERCINERAMA MASAGANA  WALTERMART - STARMALL - | man Returns.” 
BLUEWAVE - ROBINSONS PAMPANGA - ROBINSONS ANGELES - JADE ANGELES - 
AYALA CEBU + EMALL CEBU - ORIENTE CEBU - CINEFLEX CEBU + GAISANO | Successor 
STARSCENE DAVAO PLAZA VICTORIA DAVAO - GAISANO SOUTH DAVAO А worthy succes- 
sor to 19785 “Super 
rman" and 1980's"Su- 
perman 1,” this long: 
awaited sequel gives 
us back the Super. 
man we know and 
love, but with 
smoother-looking 
moves and just a lit 
de bit more shading 
around the edges, 


Superman's xy vision? 
What is the name of Superman's sacrat identity? 


WRESTLING 
SUPERSTAR 


KANE 


E Oran SHE E SEMAN PUE UNS. The Axe. 
IMAX iov graciam And Evil Kane. * 
RNR و وی کک‎ FAST ANO furious و‎ ban | ROUTH. Huge boots 
Der Fasranorumious d SELIG ^ той. 
perc Ace зори" a movie E 
NE TM primm Brandon Routh 
NM IC f Accra me mor steps into the hard- 
т. tH red boots of 
surenman ама f sorcuman remm J Surcaman потопна Christopher Reeve, 
телу Umm a ESSAIS isvewaedves е and despite not being 
vuro эз MENU Tae мо the definitive Super- 
Lovewnecree ане earner man, manages to 
a а AST ANG LE make them seem his 
М X own. 
marem eimi » ^ -— Picking up where 


METUIT € A 2 th fist tut movies 
pne m mp PELIS ten 4 el Seon 
поо Û scany movies оаа абешау /MALL € armersPlaza [| Returns’ has he Man 
SUPERMAN анма" [UNITED эз of Steel returning to 
EE TAST AND CURIOUS ` Earth after an abrupt 

CovEwREC ED five-year disappear. 

FOSC Beni ETE 3 í Issues 


EET] SEY BRETT 2 е à Thing have 


T d y 1 changed a bit Lois 
Е. SUPERMAN RETURNS Е Lane (Kate 
Bosworth) now has a 
son (Tristan Lake 
Leabu), a live-in fi- 
ancl (James Mars- 
den), and а Pulitzer 
Prize. Obviously, she 
has issues. Oh, and. 
Lex Luthor (Kevin 


ATPOPULAR y] Spacey) is эш 


around. 


TF you're а fan of 

- PRICES the previous movies, 

n xil notice familiar 

Sant Сэ ements, fel е 

MOVIE-GOING LIKE NO OTHER a homage to the 

Richard Donner orig- 

inal, what with lines 

BEFORE & AFTER THE MOVIE DINE AT OVER 300 FOOD OUTLETS || being ied, classic 

AROUND THE CENTER * COME EARLY & AVOID THE RUSH Pe дил tomsa 

presence of Marlon 
Brando. 

= Sometimes, it ap 

desear pn NLY CINEPLI n roaches the point of 

Iur Û EER өш (Эр ы О HER | зыны 

К, еш irs quite effective in 

ame. rhe Nun - tating шира 

pacquiao THE MOV eer Д LOVE WRECKED UNITED 93 SEE NO EVIL forthe Caped Krypto- 

insibe man moroa , Oaoa NANA Ё м nian of our child- 


rc Ш SARPIELE z hood. 


раа tira) сану movie a ‚| [| emsems SUPERMAN RETURNS SIE Missteps 
SUpunman neun p EISEN 12:35 / 1:107 2:25 2 "Superman, Re 
ALD m Er ea 3:35 / 4:10 / 5:25 / 6:35 tums" isan enjoyable 

AERE h THE LAKE HOUSE SUPERMAN RETURNS 0 wach, though 


inslow pacing and an 
uninteresting Lois 
ca тотен RETURN Lima e Lane. Sul, some 
ane AMERICAN HAUNTING scenes work particu- 
Scary movie 4 | pov RANDANE BEN 8 larly well, and Clark 
ASS Oe movi] rast ano cURIOUS | жоетмдм nı SUPERMAN RETURNS i; | SUPERMAN RETURNS id UNTED 93 ыз sd 
SUPRRIAAN RETURN EOE ONG PISTOL д 218/310/605/900 120082) 235/5:30/825 1245 132510051848 _ esie iid 
vulnerability һаг 
LOVE WRECKED Fj — SEENO EVIL mem Em тюу f| makes him more hu- 
1301400120190 LE) و‎ ae A 
love than bis usual, 

perfect self, 


For ticket inquiries, please сай TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to wwwtickatnet com ph 
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Stargazing on the Great White Way 


By Behn Cervantes 


S A STUDENT AT COLUM- 

bia University in New York 

in the mid-’60s, in between 
joining anti-Vietnam War rallies, 
going to Broadway shows was my 
main preoccupation. 

Broadway productions were relatively 
cheap then T would write to my gangmates, 
Lino Brocka, Jonee Gamboa and Adul de 
Leon, about those wonderful experiences and 
wished they were there to share them with 
me. 


Musical 
1 watched Anne Bancroft and Jason Ro- 
bards їп "The Devils of Luodanne, Lee 
Remick in "Wait Until Dark,” and Sammy 
Davies in “Golden Boy,” i th 
cased the talented dyna 
range and great sense of rhyt 
valéhed him get into a stretch limo after is 
tumultuous performance, 
1 caught Henry 


Dolly" 


starring Maureen O'Sull 
muller's Jane in "Tarzan. 
Talso saw Barbra Streisa 


theater to see "The Subj 


ROGERS. Special dance number in “Hello 


vas Roses, 


пу Wei 


"Funny Girl,” 


Glenda Jackson in “Marat/Sade,” and the 

3] ethereal Geraldine Page in a play that never 

1 opened on Broadway. —Yummy details next 
week! 


OPENS JULY 12 


HIGHLY ENTERTAINING, DELIGHTFUL 
AND HEARTWARMING! 


GRADED “В” BY CEB 


MIRES P6-13| <” 

EDDIE GARCIA GLORIA ROMERO 

CHERRY PIE PICACHE DIANA ZUBIRI 

. | CHRISTIAN VAZQUEZ ALFRED VARGAS 

&- | KEANNA REEVES os ску and JOEY MARQUEZ 


Fonda in a rather 
forgettable play, but 
it was the chance to 


OPENS Jun 19! 


see the actor in 
son that prompted 
me to take advan- 
tage of the bargain- 
priced matinee tick- 
өз. 

1 was also quite 
taken by Christo- 
pher Plummer’ per- 
formance in “The 
Royal Hunt of the 
Sun,” where he al- 
ternately — played 
both an Incan lead- 
er and a Spanish 
conquistador 


Spectacular 

1 watched Julie 
Harris їп the musi- 
cal, "Skyscraper It 
wasn’t a spectacular Ё 
production, Ыш 
since Harris was 
James Dean's lead- 
ing im "Eat of 
Eden," how could I 
pass up the chance 
to watch her on- 
stage, and tell Lino, 
Joonee and Adui 
about it? 

1 saw "Hello Dol- 
1y” merely because 
it starred Ginger 
Rogers. The show's 
producers gave Gin. 
ger a short dance 
mumber to satisfy 
the fans who came 
only to watch her. 

A good friend, 
Lily Dichupa, gifted 
me with an orches- 
tra seat to "Sweet 
Charity" rhe biggest. 
musical hit at the 
time. 

When 1 was in 
Minneapolis, 1 
watched" Jessica 
Tandy and "Hume 
Gromyn in а Tyrone 
Guthrie production 
of Shakespeare's, 
"Richard IL" 


Amazing 
‘Another amazing 
out-oftown perfor- 
mance 1 saw was 
Chekovs “апоу” 
starring Vivien Leigh 
and John Guilgud, no 
less! 

A classmate and I 
sneaked into the 


"SPELLBINDING 


JOCK TO ASTOUNDINGLY INTENSE” 
"ABSOLUTELY EXTRAORDINARY" 


‘STUNNING 


ххх POWERFUL’ 
“UNQUESTIONABLY BRILLIANT" 


"UNMISSABLE 


"A MONUMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT" 


“UNFORGETTABLE 


“1 URGE YOU TO SEE UNITED 97 


П 
ребара 


but not your relatives 
witen опа directed by 


a SEIKO Films Presentation 


JOSE JAVIER REYES| 


api лае жын ton kt DRIFTING TO VICTORY 


From the Acclairhed Director 
of ‘THE BOURNE SUPREMACY” 
and "BLOODY SUNDAY" 


ON 1, 2001 
FOUR PLANES WERE HIJACKED. 
THREE OF THEM REACHED THEIR TARGET. 


b ss 
NOW SHOWING «t 


st Corporation 


===) 
SUPER CINERAMA 


JA et f 


METRO MANILA х 
THEATERS ASSOCIATION] : 


sure rerums 


Conter Mal Cinema 


[tsoan eren war ae 


dem штлшнитта |1 санами тотто, 


„шл d 


& necs i GEI 


SP mal serea 


penta ална | av SUPERMAN RETURNS 
m" 

md 
serum 


gum suret nerus 


га замен 


ОМЕМА 


d 


зинг. | Cinema 2000 йты 
үе 

sumus 

Je, пирата tuns 


gi 


seman | cea 0 ae 


canyon |}, Id 


ендиги 3 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 

(Gene os stem. 
i буд! 
pL 


TUO | Cinema 2000 Menlo 


Нин! 


lm wen 
lem surema nenns 
Jm supenan aes 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


m 
surname | repeti а «атти. 


Saupras a me rumous 3 котине 


ncc pe sure net 
LN 
0 ононе 
мш 


wan 


Vanas Cinema 
ТД 


жоли 
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jum печтин 
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po 
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ista tamam 
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WE m DAY Special 2 


Mr. € provides preview 
peek at Philippine ! 


HINT 
RES A MAJOR PRO 

seg Zap ие hinge ae e 

local edition оГ “American Idol," premieres 
Ў у BE. 

COE, te bump up as he alent an mave you ad Willa gn ey camara. 

A's debut ‘Will its judges—Pilita outs? М eals: h pine Idol" he says, has to be an ex Thetalent „ 
m det es Pr Am ше was af i e OI ee some erin TE NE 
p bite as Sinon Co ns faring up—a number of audition- basta magaling kumanta. And, good looks can — wer soda 


Everybody stvorite 
We finally caught up with everybody's 
vorite Mr. C after the Mindanao auditions for 
“Idol.” The inclusion of Cayaby: 
like Corrales and Magalona, didn't have to 
audition to get the coveted post, is one the 
Shows advantages. Will he assume the role of 
بب‎ un Mr. Mean, Si 


required to 
ору Simon, Paula 
(Abdul) ог Randy 

(Jackson). We had to go 

through aw at taught us how to tell 

contestants if they could proceed t 

level or not, at kung paano bitinin ang d 


ССС NNNM THE BRIGHTEST STAR 


у can impro 


тсс LIKE NO OTHER 


harsh words. Не may be brutal, but he knc 
what he's talking about." 


Choices + 
When we asked Caya * 
в and Pilita when 
; he quips: " 
aaway—hindi pa, anyway! (laughs 


ang pananaw namin sa perfor- 
mance , .. and those differences are what 
bring 


magla-last She does 

оп the other hand, champions a different 

cause: Hes not impressed by 
pube 


“Ayaw namin ng masyadong maraming 
ing nawawala na ang melody, 
Kung hindi mo bagsak ka na 
agad, kasi hindi mo pinag-aralan: 
choice of song can make or break a contesta 
зоуоц have to sing a song that fits you." 


Villains 

“Init n't want to be perceived as 
villains, ly—and  surprisin 
y—parang ako ang naging villain sa aming 
tatlo! Makikita mo sa Manila auditio 
Gaughs).” 

Cayab 
Filipino talent, admits 
choosing just one big wi 
He rec makit ang ulo ko—ang 
daming magagaling! The show has attract- 

or of Pinoy talents who 


"Miss Saigon,’ "Pinoy Pop Supers! 
"Pinoy Big Brother.” We were overwhelmed 
by the turnout—thei 
nt, good-looking, charismatic performers 
ho wanted to try their luc 
in the Manila leg alone, only 
геге availab nded up a 
Je sa dami ng maga 


ing rounds, they 
perform portions of son; 
lin ang mahihina—from 80, 60, 
to 40. After that, they will start 
inging in trios and quartets. As judge: 
will choose whi 


MAGALONA AND CORRALES. He doesn't 
like birit, she doesn’t mince words, 
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SUPERMAN RETURNS 
in cam 1820 
TICKETS FOR 
PIRATES OF THE SUPERMAN RETURNS 
CARIBBEAN ی‎ SUPERMAN RETURNS superman RETURNS 
DEAD MANS CHES Qu Qum 
NOW AVAILABLE V eon 


OL 


я SEE NO EVIL 
687-6963 METEO k 

GUARANTEED SEATS кпи 2 2 A ORDOÑEZ (second from right) with President Gloria Macapagal- 

pA ыз Arroyo (center) and officers of PRI. 


eram | Revenue in retirement 


ERNESTO M. ORDOÑEZ, PHD, — — — — 7... — 
president ofthe Philippine Rete STREET 


ment Industry, SMART 


c 

dux к 

TER n MA 86 Mandy Y 
headed by Gen. Edgar B. Aglipay. Navasero, 


At the summit held last July 3. — — — — — 
at the Shangri-La Makati, 700 care-giving service for which 


POWER PLANT guests from the private and pub- Filipinos are known world- 


Tic sectors were in attendance. 


na ca ee ERE TET TERS 


c Teh EMA MEM Quality 
Ordoñez and Aglipay are  thenext 10 years. This could gen- 
‘SUPERMAN бу Tel No: putting up a world-clas erate four million jobs, and $44 
RETURNS RETURNS RESEEREREE billion in foreign exchange. 
сип count uy Si erprises_ the Cyan bldg in Makati, 
кине! m and large corporations alike are Email  mandynavasero@ya- 
men EAS ER uns L MERI I ылышы” 


Mr. С provides. .. «o 


SUPERMAN LOVEWRECKED | only do so much. In be originail—there nagaya!” 
RETURNS SEENOEVI. Pats fact, sometimes, canonlybeone Basil, Cayabyab shares 
theyre a disadvan. Martin, Gary or that he rooted for 
tage, kasi nawawala Regine. You'll never Taylor Hicks since 
ang focus sa ability go the extra mile Day One. ‘American 
mo. You also have to kung meron kang gi Idols" most recent 
big мше has 


Т MARTIAL ARTS MOVIEIN =з proven that talent 
z 077 д + TORONTO amd charisma can 


trounce beauty and 

youth in a talent 

Search--and win an 
entire nation's nod. 

Ryan adds: "The 

of "Philippine. 

s to do the 


able to inspire the Fil- 
ipino people!” 


E Мака ч 
— à f rig) 
AK REENBELT x 2 mo 


THE CINEMAS 


‘SUPERMAN SUPERMAN Т 1 " 
RETURNS MERE OVEWRECKED SEE NO EVIL 


TURNS 


1 SUPERMAN RETURN [2 SUPERMAN RETURNS [|3 


GLORIETTA T 


5 seenoew |6 cLovewreckeo "e = 


2006 МС Open Badminton Championship Винг Fine Furniture Exhibit 
July 2 10 9, 2006 "y 30 21. 2008 
UNITED эз ‘SUPERMAN RETURNS 


N RETURNS SUPERMAN RETURNS A CENTER 


MARKET! MARKET! 


a 25555 PERMAN RETURN: Sary V te 


SUPERMAN RETURNS LOVEWRECKED 


The Great Greenbelt 
superman returns |4 > Ps UNITED эз d Joly to 15, 2006 
ل‎ — —————— MM 


[2 uem ‚ [4 


JAZZ AND MORE lest. Mon David w/ Bituin Escalante 
July 8, 2008 
Tickelworld - 8915610 or 4260103 


SEE НО ЕМ 


SUPERMAN RETURNS SUPERMAN RETURNS 


7 ala MUSEUM June 27 to August 27, 2006 
Aya M june 27 to August 27, 20 
4 5 физ! 27, 2 


SEE NO EVIL LOVEWRECKED UNITED 93 For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 


BUY YOUR TICKETS 
IN ADVANCE NOW! 


‘Visit our cinema ticketbooths at 


EOM fit santos \ IE 
riu ncmo loving you now, ee 


тиса Rating General Audience (A Ара Admit) canes 


OPENS JULY 12 AT Ay; 


А 
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un SATURDAY Spec CINEMA ACCESS 
Mitch Valdes in ; 635-5555 
daring act to da 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


By Nestor U. Torre. 
y Nestor U. To MOVIESISCHEDULESPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


OVER THE PAST YEARS, WEVE KS ALLERIA ‘atte 
seen Mitch Valdes in a number of 

challenging one-woman musi- 4 SUPERMAN RETURNS « THX 6 UNITED 93 

cal-comedy acts. But, we dare- 120 310 820 930 1210 235 500 725 950 

say that her latest show, "Been Б 
Der, Bin Dat" at the Man- E 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS 7 LAKE HOUSE 


darin hotel's Captain's Bar, } 1230 340 650 1000 110 320 530 740 950 
is her most daring stand- y 


up performance to date. 
No, Mitch doesn't take 
off her clothes and engage in 
interesting activities with assort- 
ed objects and compliant crea- 
tures, she simply and bravely VALDES. Mi 


6 Todastone of her jor : 
e a ылас giggles, laughs 5 LOVE WRECKED 10 SCARY MOVIE 4 


eae pner ш а мн Pa re ae ERE 
on ae ERMITA E7982 
таш меме кш | FLYING HIGHER ON ITS 2ND WEEK | | + surcmwanrcturns ONES 3 


of her life for laughs == areas 5 
fora long time now, (ЕЕ G Gms ALL ASES ADMITTED 2 UNITED 93 5 LOVE WRECKED 
so the thrust isn't all 


that novel. ` 
-È с == 
Bar Mitch talks 4SPL 7 SUPERMAN RETURNS 


about even her un- 


теш ыа "wi | FIRST 6 DAYS NATIONWIDE AND STILL COUNTING... еее و‎ аз 

manages to generate METRO EAST (682-8193 682-8199 
pubem 

Мает | "Highly entertaining!" "Exuberant | | ‘To so so s so didis trice 


In stitches е 5 л 
pope eue PES wd ере 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS LAKE HOUSE 


ana Tas 240 555 910 100 300 $00 700 9:00 


3 SEE NO EVIL В THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 3 
130 335 540 тиз 950 1250 310 530 750 1000 


4 SUPERMAN RETURNS 9sPL 
11:30 240 550 900 440 345 550 755 1000 


sousun 


quite a number of * 
teens and tweens in 3 SEE NO EVIL 7 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
po j AT "x 


they didn't have the 3 5 1210 225 440 655 9:10 235 445 ез 900 


foggiest notion about. ; & ч 

the 70s ТҮ shows, E т :NOVALICHES  - EN bS 
films and personali- v B id 2 

ties Mitch was talk- e 1 SUPERMAN RETURNS 3 SPL 

ing about—and yet, M 1 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS. 4 SEE NO EVIL 

they too were kept in 

stitches by Mitch's Е 
comedic zingers апі | "ER. à 

wsegal meis | "Spellbindingl © Semi... (ra fantasy = 
abaut the bumbling, | Resurrects ће. = сабатат јуепёшге/ | | 1SCARY MOVIE 4 diam 

fumbling  booboos EMT ion opus!" | | 2SUPERMAN RETURNS 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
siet made m de jm MN OPES. | | 3RESERVE 3 SEE NO EVIL 

name of love. 


еы 4 RESERVE 4 LOVE WRECKED 
Present moment 


Mitch daringly IRE 4 SN EAK 


релеи. : PREVIEWS 
full script, and relies 

a lot on ihe present S U р E R M A N Robinsons Movieworld 
a еч : SERRE. ed SK REA ен 
я КЕТО ВА мМ S. : табела ^ta това imus -dasmannas 
POE course, shes —— —— 
ЕР наана JULY 40 and 11 
Extensive experience | у фу жы PANNES er 

at solo club perfor Opens JULY 19 
frames, рш her 


singing ability which А MTRCB Rating: G 


one ш [THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES ON JULY 12| 


herself imos comer |MTRCB p (fS ALL AGES ADMITTED oe OF NET For SCREENING SCHEDULE 

(which hardly ever | RANING Caution. Film contains some scary scenes. د یکم‎ inire 

happens, anyway) nane com 
iso veryheiptlis Jonny Der RI KORA KNiGHTLEY 

the fact that, this E p 


time around, Mitch А 
focuses her comic i 2 4 SUPERMAN RETURNS 1 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
reminiscences on her 2 THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 3 2 BANDIDAS 

experiences in show 3 SILENT HILL ЗАМ AMERICAN HAUNTING 
Би э и 4 4 THE NUN 4 GARFIELD 2 

mame-drops popular 

stellar monikers that 
the older members of 
the audience are in- > 
terested in, and her 4 SUPERMAN RETURNS RUPE RETURNS T 
musical inserts flow ў / Sorin SEDE 

naturally from the зай. 

show biz material at Ж Н , т ЗТАКЕТНЕ LEAD 
Бак 4THE INSIDE MAN 


Ris í area? 
iE Le i IMUS 92522 STARMILLS кш» 
ums i тш Й THE FASTANDTHEFURIOUS3 1AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 
Mitch succeeds inher B Ё 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS. 2THE LAST HOLIDAY 


most daring and , E 3 SUPERMAN RETURNS. 3 THE NUN 
aching her Ше 4 SUPERMAN RETURNS 4 SEE NO EVIL 
observing з. high { 5 SUPERMAN RETURNS 


wire artist removing Дз 6 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
the safety net be- y 


S 
Dee aos à x BACOLOD _ 25223 ILOILO созт 
wish cannily calcu ^ 1 SUPERMAN RETURNS 4 THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 3 
р penp eel i 2 CHAOS 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
ed [aeris " 3LAKE HOUSE 3LAKE HOUSE 

‘Things got really 4 THE RENT 4 АМ AMERICAN HAUNTING 
mecs STAKE THE LEAD 
Shen Mich apply 5, и 
announced that her 
show, which was sup- 
7 


" The IST 
кулкү И o Е т 4 Perfect Gift 


extended for all Fri- 


days in July Well, x v All Year Round 
what are you waiting i x 


for—Christmas? Call à rd а “S$ А Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
750-8888 ext. 2446 4 5 Get Spec discounts Br volume рад 


0r 721-0635. n— ÀP- Department 687 оса as 
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SATURDAY Special 


NOW SHOWING 
THIS MONTH ON THE HALLMARK CHAN- 


i NEL, “Dinotopia” presents a secret world 
where dinosaurs and humans co-exist in har 
mony. Premiering July 10 to 14 at 8 pm, 

шшш шш = ш 44 features uc 
3 episodes featuring two young boys interact- 
By Rito P. Asilo Я : dreams, she doesnt know whether to fhg with digital dinosaurs created by London's 
М a VA М, besad or glad. But, when she realizes FrimeStone. The series has reaped many 
‘Lovewrecked! Y \ they're just three miles away from a awards for its outstanding visual effects and 
D: Randal Kleiser 7 luxury resort, she hides this from animation. 
S: Amanda Bynes, Chris Carma- hin and seizes the opportunity to On July 16 at9 p.m. 
ck, Jonathan Bennett à uy time to win his heart! | in "Dinotopia: 
pme ete n e “ds. MONTAGE Ga hand of 
AMANDA BYNES ("SHE'S THE МАМ") tant” luxury resort, Jenny's good ruthless island looters 
approaches her ridiculous, lovesuuck ^r friend, the handsome but geeky Ryan have taken over what's left of paradise and 
teenybopper roles in campy rom-coms. 2 Howell (Jonathan Bennett)—vwho's discovers the key to its collapse, 
with youthful fun, lighthearted ardor 3 secretly in love with her—waits for ` On July 23 at 9 p.m., “Dinotopia: The Elec- 
ıd tongue-in-cheek comic relish, And < her return. When he finally finds Jen- tion” turns the peaceful city into a congested 
‘director Randal Kleiser Grease; "The j ny and Jason, despite his feelings for metropolis. Could extinction be far behind? 
Blue Lagoon”) takes full advantage of f his wacky friend, he goes along with —Not with the blessed event that occurs—the 
this. Surely you dont go to see an her idea and willingly supplies the birth ofa dinosaur. 
Amanda Bynes movie expecting to 4 "exotic" food she feeds Jason on the And, on July 30 at 9 p.m., “Dinotopia: New 
‘watch a substantial Meryl Steep starrer, ү я “deserted island, Horizons,” where humans and dinosaurs are 
do you? AR iB ‘However, Jenny's plans begin toback- exposed to the time-warping secrets of a 
But, the young actress’ wholesome BENNETT AND BYNES, Wacky ride fire when her competitor the sexy Alexis stranger's life, and the sporting pleasure of 
impudence always manages to Way on romantic merry-go-round, (Jamie-Lynn DiScala) gets wind of the the competitive world their new friend Prank 
viewers to be more forgiving of her situation _and soon becomes the third has left behind. 
omes narrative implausiblides. To When 18-year-old Jenny Riley "survivor" awashed on the island. Soon |. 
movies пата she makes them (Bynes) finds herself marooned on an after, а пазу catfight over Jason com- Nickelodeon Kids’ Choice Awards 
а сепа ow a supera level sland with rock star Jason Masters mences! Whoends upwith whom inthis _ The much-awaited 2006 Nickelodeon Kids 
"Lovewrecked” is no different: (Chris Carmack), the man of her wacky merry-go-round? Guess. Choice Awards Preview Party is happening to- 


‘ day atthe Aliw Theater, CCP Complex, Pasay 
Best of everythi ng City Hosted by Noel dela Rosa and Alexa Or- 
tega, this years party is going to be a “circus- 
SO MUCH IS WRITTEN ABOUT am the conclusive truth, 1 am splen- Centri" celebration that's big on fun, laugh- 
Show biz personalites—fom acis LOTUS dor, victory adventure, and the ter—and of course, slime! 
achievements and looks to marriages E strength of the strong! "Plus, favorite guest performers Sandwich and 
and pregnancies, But, very litde is sald, POND ve чу : ‘Sam Concepcion, and celebrities galore. Nick- 
‘written or heard about the Greatest Silence elodeon superstars, Spongebob SquarePants and 
Personality of all. In the Bhagavad-gita, p Valencia “For those who seek victory, Тат Patrick Star, will join the celebration 
the Most Glorious Entity talks about ^" 7 morality. Of secret things, I am si- — Snippets of the 19th Nickelodeon Kids 
perceptions and manifestations that AMA S. Bismark lence, For the wise, 1am wisdom. Iam Choice Awards will also be shown. This year's 
рош ешпюари нше ~ — ———— — the generating seed of existence. No "Pinoy Wannabe" nominees are Sam Milby 
“Of lights, 1 am the radiant зип being exists without me, Beautiful, Concepcion, Iza Calzado, Manny Pacquiao 
Limitless and amang the stars, ат the moon, glorious and mighty creations spring апа Bianca Gonzales. 

"The Supreme Person said to Arjuna: OF bodies of water Tam the ocean. OF from the spark of my splendor.” A: noon on July 15, the whole Nickelodeon 
ile оГ myrsplendorous пад. weapons, 1 am Ше thunderbolt. | Knowing and serving Him should Kid Choice Awards event will be shown. I's 
a eye leave liess Tal Among subduers, 1 am time. OF puri. be the goal of our existence. Only hosted by Jack Black and showcases stellar 
festations: my opulence Tamtiebe. fers, am the wind. Tam the spiritual then will we achieve the best of e- appearances by Will Smith, Lindsay Lohan, 
ginning, middle and end of all beings. science of the Self. Amonglogicians,1 enything Soe Tua MN Clarion, Robin Willer) 


= патетик) and many others. 


i22 Movies on TV 

pepsia f 1 On HBO, July 8 at 3 pan. "The Big Preview: 
S Pirates of the Caribbean--Dend Man's Chest.” 
July 9 at 11:15am. "The Stepford Wives” July 
Parang tambol ап; 10 at 12:15 p.m, "Wag the Dog.” 9 p.m. "The 
tiyan. May kabag. MINI Manchurian Candidate” July 11 at 220 p.m, 
sikmura. If you frequently ` uude pem Ета 

experience these symptoms, you may SEMI e 


0 pam, "Mad Dog and Glory" 
have à common stomach condition known as ene Cdp 


Dyspepsia. On Cinemax, July 8 at 9:35 a.m., "The Out- 


What is Dyspepsia? 
Dyspepsia is a recurring discomfort in the chest 
And stomach regions. Aside from bloating, gas 
and stomach pains, other symptoms include 
heavy stomach, fullness and nausea. 


j Оузреріс symptoms usually appear when 


stomach movement slows down and food does 
& not empty from the stomach. These symptoms often 
4 follow meals, but can occur anytime. 


Treatment 
Frequent remedies taken for Dyspepsia-like symptoms 
"Ў are drinks like tea, soft drinks or antacids. These remedies 
f may relieve some, but not all of the symptoms of Dyspepsia. £ 


E 
^ class of medication called Prokinetics can relieve Dyspeptic |} 
symploms by restoring motility or normal stomach movement. P 
prokineti¢ drugs are what most doctors prescribe for Dyspepsia. 4 
"The most prescribed Prokinetic drug is Domperidone, available in 
10mg tablet form. f 


See Your Doctor. 
If symploms persist, itis best to see your doctor. A Philippine Society 
of Gastroenterology (PSG) doctor will recommend the right treatment 
for Dyspepsia. 


pomperidone] 
Sa Dyspepsia, | || мошшт 
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^ Exclusive on video How far would you go to escape the past? 


the Human Stain 


ANTHONY HOPKINS NICOLE KIDMAN 


“Incisive, Mature, Literate And Profoundly 
Heartbreaking, This Is A Work OT Art.” 


AVAILABLE AT: ASTROVISION - VIDEO CITY « TOWER RECORDS : MUSIC 1: SM RECORD BARS - ASTRO! 
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SIL Dinosaur rule at Hallmark Channel 
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FORD AND ZUBIRI. Topbil Firewall" and 
"I Wanna Be Happy,” respectively. 


Samurai" July 10 at 2:55 pm, “Mr, Deeds 
Goes to Town." July 11 at 11 pam. "Mystic 
River? July 12 at 12:40 p.m. "Phantom of the 
Rue Morgue.” July 13 at 8 a.m., "Cat Ballou.” 
July 14 at 2 pm, "The Notorious Landlady" 
July 15 at 7:30 p.m., "I Accuse." 


‘Firewall’ 

‘Warmer Home Video has released the Harti- 
son Ford starrer, “Firewall,” on video. The special 
promo VCD or DVD package includes a limited 
VCD pack of three other Ford starters: “Frantic,” 
“Presumed Innocent” and "The Fugitive.” 

In "Firewall, Ford plays a bank security 
chief who has designed a computer system 
and firewall to protect his employer from 
fraud. One day, however, he's ambushed and 
finds himself staring down a gun barrel. 


Acting with the best of them 

Diana Zubiri is justifiably proud of her per- 
formance in “I Wanna Be Happy” which opens 
оп July 12, In the Seiko comedy by Joey Reyes, 
Diana doesnt go sexy and instead acquis her- 
self well in dramatic scenes with outstanding 
actors like Eddie Garcia, Gloria Romero and 
Cherry Pie Picache. "I Wanna Be Happy" was 
graded "B" by the Cinema Evaluation Board. 


Shamrock 

The popular Shamrock Band performs at $ 
pan. today at SM Bacoor, аз part of its "Are 
You Serious?" тай tour. 


‘GamePlan’ 

‘At 1:30 p.m. on July 9, "GamePlan" on Studio 
23 has hosts Paolo Soler and Wowie Meloto visit- 
ing the Elorde Boxing Gym, breakdancing with 
the crew of Battle Dynamics Philippines, and 
tripping with "total misfit," Ramon Bautista. 


‘RV’ sneak previews 

Robin Williams’ new family comedy, "RV" 
will have sneak previews on July 10 and 11 in 
selected theaters nationwide. The film is 
about the “vacation from hell” that Wiliams 
dysfunctional family goes on in a recreational 
Vehicle that seems to have an even crazier 
mind ofits own. 


To get the guy 
of her dreams, 
One girl is really 
going overboard 
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-Closes at 2-month 
high of 52.35 to $1 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO YESTERDAY GAINED 38 CENTAVOS [CI аи 
to close at a two-month high of 52.35 against the pe 
dollar as the regional financial markets cheered es ; 
rosier investment prospects alongside peaking in- ip s2as- © 
terest rates in the United States. ‘AsofS pm. iy7,2006 
TOURISM Secretary Joseph Ace” Durano recently met ні Francesco Frangjall, secretary The local currency has swung Mer ending x 5273 c STOCK LARK 
general of the United Nations World Tourism Organization at the UNWTO headquarterso back to being a net gainer against Thursday, Ме peso opened K MARKET 
Capital Haya in Madrid, Spain. Secretary Durano was part of the presidential party during е dollar so far this year, moving stronger at 52.63, which marked 3 
the state visit to Spain and took the opportunity to discuss the Philippines formal bid to host — l-percent higher since ending its intra-day low, and strength- 
at 53.09:51 in 2005. ened throughout the day to close 
Manila for 2007. This three-day forum is expected to attract some 400 ра! " “The market has already digest- near the days high of 52.34 
UNWTO member countries worldwide. ed the fact that our economic fun- against the dollar. 
damentals are suong” Bangko The closing rate of 52.35 yes 
: , em Sentral ng Pilipinas Deputy Gov- terday was the  currencys 
anging eov't policies ааа кюр Мий uei м É 
"The US economy is hand §2.15:$1 on May 15 Саной танатро рца 
: И capped by uncertainties about the — Volume traded at the Phili- — Shares close 1.35% higher ^ 
to deter mine investors dolls, Theres a longterm view pine Dealing System likewise SPAI % higher : 
that the US dollar is poised to de- bier to $589.2 million yester- kae Wey 2) 35 f 
preciate"Guinigundo added. day from the previous days percent higher yesterday asin- 22 
By Daxim L, Lucas In an interview, Chamber of Mines of the ` Trading was bullish across cur- $460.42 million. vestors picked up bargains ater => 
Philippines president Benjamin Philip Ro- rency markets in the region, led “Corporate demand for dollars а. Tsay’ sharp sal-f, deal- 
LARGE, FOREIGN MINING FIRMS WILL BE mualdez pointed out that foreign investors by the Indonesian rupiah, which thinned after the rush at month's == " 
deterred from investing in the county ifthe мете critical for the development of the min- surged after Bank Indonesia hint- end во there's room for the peso „а dre piration tom Wal aret 
government continues to vacillare on ks poli- ing industry since local companies lacked the ed of an aggressive reduction in to test 52.25 to 53.15 to $1 Ban- aan anda ralin commodi and meas 
cies for the mining sector, a leading advocate capital to exploit the full potential of the interest rates, in tum seen toben- со de Oro Universal Bank chief SHARAN ED 
of the industry warned yesterday. соу'т/в2 efit the local bond market. PESO/B2- 
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— Now P999,000 


That's P345,000 yon get to keep when you drive away with the Chevrolet Lumina. There's no better time to splurge. 


CHEVROLET 


Deluxe leather sents + Lenther-wrap) T Pre Е 
Hydraulic power steering * Concert Sound П with 6-Spenker Systom * Fog lamps 


КОЖОКУЛ ЛООСУ WE LL BE THERE. 


G-YEAR OR 100,000 MM. re creole рту jj 7 f тен driva today al your nearest Chove deaten MAKATI 867-0109 to 87 + QUEZON AVENUE 374-1280 TO 50 + SHAW 536-4944, 523:0340, 539-8973, 599-1283 «| 
л 


WARRANTY ROADSIDE Pasta 072-1012 te 14, 872-1408 + ALABANG 771-1206 1 00 = NORTH 0054 374.0002 lo 7, 214-2901 * MANILA 504.0120 * CEDU (032) 224-0420 ıo 29 
(wmentven comes FIRST) 24" ASSISTANCE PAMPANGA (045) 063.9329, (048) 090:2000 DAVAO (002) 200-7777, (082) 225-3811 » DAGUPAN (073) 823771, (075) 523-1838, (078) 515-5577 * пона (033) 229-200 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 

THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS STOPPED 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) from ordering the holding of a stock- 
holders’ meeting for Philcomsat Holdings 
Corp. (PHC). 

PHC is 80-percent owned by satellite tech- 
nology pioneer Philippine Commmunications 
Satelite Corp. (Philcomsat). Both companies 
are owned by Philippine Overseas Telecom- 
munications Corp. (POTC) whose shares 
"were sequestered by the Aquino administra- 
tion in 1986 on allegations that these were ac- 
quired using ill-gotten wealth 

"The appellate courts order was issued last 
July 5 by the special 14th division and was 
‘signed by Associate Justice Vicente Roxas. 

"The CA issued a temporary restraining or- 
der in favor of a petition filed by PHC presi- 
dent Manuel Nieto Jr. last April 11 against the. 
SEC and its general counsel, Vernette Umali- 
Paco. 


GMA-7 gives up 
channel 27 slot 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


GMA NETWORK INC. HAS DROPPED ITS 
plan to transmit the television signals of a 
Subsidiary over the channel 27 slot of Lopez 
family-owned Central Cable TV or SkyCable. 

The unexpected move comes even after 
telecommunications regulators ruled in fa- 
vor of GMA Network in its dispute with Sky- 
Cable over the channel assignment, effec- 
tively giving the former the right to displace 
the ABS-CBN News Channel (ANC) from the 
channel 27 slot. 

Instead, GMA Network released a state- 
ment yesterday saying that its Quality Televi 
sion (QTV) 11 programs would be made 
available on the channel 24 slot of both Sky- 
Cable and its down-market unit Home Cable 
starting July 12. 

СМА Network spokesperson Butch Raquel 
declined to disclose the reason for the firm's 
sudden about face, saying only in a text mes- 
sage that:the move "was the subject of an 
agreement between both parties.” С 

"The network's official statement said the 
new channel assignment was decided on “af- 
ter broadcast authorities from both GMA 
Network and Central CATV formally signed 
an agreement recently" 

‘Network officials familiar with the contro- 
versy said, however, that GMA Networks. 
plan to take over the channel 27 slot was not 
technically feasible from the start. 

"Broadcasting a very high frequency 
(VHF) channel on the same slot on cable and 
over the airwaves will cause interference to 
the signal,” the official said, requesting 
anonymity. “The signal will be compromised, 
just like what happens during microphone 
feedback.” 

Despite this, GMA Network pressed ahead. 
with its complaint before the National 
‘Telecommunications Commission “as a point 
of principle,” another official said, referring 
to the bitter network war between GMA-7 
and it's larger rival ABS-CBN Broadcasting 
Corp., which is owned by the same Lopez 
family that owns SkyCable. 

Tn йз statement, СМА Network said the 
deal with SkyCable stipulated that “pro- 
grams that currently air over] ZOE Channel 
11 and GMA UHF Channel 27 will be carried 
and/or aired by Central САТУ (SkyCable and 
Home Cable) [over] cable channel 24." 


Changing gov’t policies . 


country's metal and mineral reserves. 

"There will always be noise [from oppo- 
nents of mining] in any country" he said, re- 
ferring to civil society, environmental and 
Church-oriented groups opposed to the de- 
velopment of the local mining sector. “That 
doesn’t put [the potential investors] off. What 
will deter them is if government's policies 
continue to shift and change.” 

The administration of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo had initially welcomed the resur- 
gence of the mining sector with open arms 
Tast year, but its enthusiasm has waned in re- 
cent months in the face of popular opposition 
tothe industry 

‘The government is hoping to be able to tap 
the country’s estimated $840 billion in metal 
and mineral reserves to help lift the country 
ош of poverty 

Romualdez, however, welcomed the rabid 
opposition to mining from some sectoral 
groups, saying it was part of the country’s "vi- 
brant democracy" 

"When an influential group like the 
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BUSINESS 
Court stops SEC from holding 


owners’ meet for Philcomsat unit 
Resolution of ownership row remains hanging 


Js petition asked the CA to prevent the 
SEC from implementing two orders—one 
dated Feb. 26 and another issued on April 4 
this year— creating a nomination and election. 
committee and calling for an annual stock- 
holder's meeting of PHC last May 4. 

PHC was able to hold a special stock- 
holders" meeting but not an annual stock- 
holders’ meeting, which would have elect- 
ed the new PHC board. The special meeting 
held in May was only to extend PHC's cor- 
porate life. 

The SEC stopped the holding of an annual 
stockholders meeting of PHC after the Presi- 
dential Commission on Good Government 
(PCGG) appealed a decision made by an SEC- 
Jed nomelec in PHC that validated the proxies 
of Philcomsat president Victor Africa. 

The PCGG contested Africa's proxies, 
claiming it owned majority of Philcomsats 
shares and should be the one represented in. 
PHC. 

These issues are now pending with the CA. 


WELD YOUR DREAMS. 


‘The CAs July S order granted the TRO for a 
period of 60 days from the day the notice is 
served. 

The SEC was also directed to comment 
within 10 days from the receipt of the САЗ or- 
der 

Shareholders of POTC, Philcomsat and 
PHC have been embroiled in ап almost 
decade-long legal feud for control ofthe three. 
companies. On one side is the group of the 90- 
year-old Nieto. On the other are the Ilusorio, 
‘Africa and Ponce-Enrile families. 

The Africa group, one of the founding 
shareholders of Philcomsat, said the feud 
started in 1998 when the Nieto groupalleged- 
ly turned a social gathering into a stockhold- 
crs’ meeting that installed the latter on the 
board of Philcomsat. 

Another version was that the feud started 
over a sibling rivalry involving a second gen- 
eration of shareholders in the Philcomsat 
group. At stake now in the cash-rich PHC are. 
assets worth P1.5 billion. 


Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) Administrator Armand Arreza (2nd from right) 
and Olongapo City Vice Mayor Rolen Paulino (3rd from right) observe a Korean instructor of 
Hanjin Heavy Industries and Construction Co. demonstrate the use of a high-tech welding 

machine, commonly found in shipyards worldwide: The first batch of 100 local trainees will 

receive rigid training on the use of shipyard machines for three months in the most modern 
training center, built by HHIC at a cost of P40 million in Subic, Zambales, before their 


deployment for work in the shipyard at the Redondo Peninsula. 


covmauro mero 


URC hikes stake in Robinson's Land 


BRANDED SNACK FOOD COMPANY UNI- 
versal Robina Corp. has raised its stake їп 
sister property firm Robinsons Land Corp. 
to between 18 and 19 percent after acquir- 
ing shares owned by JG Summit Holdings 
affiliate Express Holdings Inc. in the proper- 
ty developer. 

Ina separate disclosure to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange (PSE), URC said it acquired 
293.62 million shares of Express Holdings 
representing roughly 13 percent, which will 
add to URCS existing 5.1 percent in the 
property developer. 

Sources said the acquisition was done 
two years ago but the transaction was re- 
flected only now after the Gokongwei group 
secured certain regulatory approvals. 

The disclosure is also being done in 
preparation for RLC's planned share offer- 
ing. 

With the transaction, Express Holdings 
will no longer hold shares in RLC. JG Sum- 
mit Holdings, the Gokongwei family's flag- 


From page BI 


‘Catholic Church objects, it makes political 
sense for the policymakers to listen," he said 
at the sidelines of the annual meeting of the 
Bishops-Businessmen’s Conference on Hu- 
man Development yesterday at the Asian In- 
stitute of Management. "And they should lis- 
tento these ideas.” 

During the forum, representatives of vari- 
‘ous groups took turns assailing the govern- 
ments mining policies, citing the dangers to 
the environment and to the socal order. 

Sorsogon Bishop Arturo M. Bastes was par- 
ticularly vocal, since his diocese encompasses 
the site of the controversial Rapu-Rapu min- 
ing operation. 

“tim disappointed and I'm fearful for what 
will happen,” he said. [Mining] isa danger to 
the environment, and there is great danger 
[for] the future." 

Despite this, the influential Catholic Bish- 
ops Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) ap- 
peared to have softened its stance against the 
controversial industry. 

In an interview yesterday, CBCP president 
and Jaro Archbishop Angel M. Lagdameo said 
he was now open to dialogue with concerned 
parties about the possibility of allowing "sus- 
tainable mining” in he country. 

“We сап talk about responsible mining," he 
said. "We are open to suggestions." 

Romualdez lamented that the forum failed 
to highlight the benefits of mining to the local 
economy and to the local communities. 

He predicted that the mining industry 
would march on, regardless of the opposition 
being raised against it. 


ship company, is the biggest shareholder i 
RLC with 72.2 percent. 

RLC closed at P10.75 a share yesterday. 

RLC is planning to raise $220 million in 
fresh capital but may have to defer its plans 
as it awaits for regional markets to stabilize. 
RLC was earlier considering to offer the new 
shares this month. 

“If the market opens up good, the offering 
will happen this year,” RLC president Lance 
Gokongwei earlier said. 

Sources said RLC may push through with 
the proposed offer either in the fourth quar- 
teror within the first quarter next year. 

RLCs share offer will consist of up to 
932.8 million shares, of which up to 450 
million shares will be the primary offer or 
involve newly issued shares. 

‘The price will be computed based on the 
average trading price of RLC's shares during 
the 10 days preceding the pricing date of 
the offer, subject to a discount of up to 10 
percent. Elizabeth L. Sanchez. 


Peso... кекен 


market strategist Jonathan Ravelas said. 

“There's very limited appreciation after this. 
because there are still uncertainties, so we 
may sce some pullback, but this pullback will 
be limited to 52.95-53.51," Ravelas said. 

‘Currency traders said that across the region, 
many analysts were starting to bet that emerg- 
ing markets in Asia would be able to lure back 
investors who were earlier distracted by the in- 
terest rate increases in the United States. 

‘The higher bond yield in New York as influ- 
‘enced by the series of increases in the US Feder- 
al Reserve's overnight rates from 1 to 5.25 per- 
cent over the last 17 meetings has lured more 
global investors back to dollar denominated as- 
sets, causing the shift in risk appetite away from. 
emerging markets like the Philippines. 

In response, many central banks have simi- 
larly raised their interest rates to make local 
assets more attractive. While the BSP has not. 
ruled out a rate increase later this year, its 
‘outlook was that inflation would slow down 
starting the second semester. 

"The В5Р overnight rates are aligned to 
infiation-targeting. Inflation looks contained 
зо there's no reason unless there's too much 
pressure on the currency and so far the pres- 
Sure is manageable,” ING Bank Philippines. 
treasurer Consuelo Garcia said. 

"Right now, they have successfully man- 
aged to justify why they shouldn't (rus 
following the Fed's moves), she sai 

By the end of the year, Garcia said the US 
Fed would likely start reversing the tight mon- 
etary policy seen over the last two years. 

"Therefore, the pressure on local interest 
rates will ease over the long term,” she said. 
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Shares close ... 


The composite index added 
30.18 points to 2,258.03, after 
trading between 2,227.85 and 
2,264.43. Volume was 726.95 mil- 
lion shares worth P1.24 billion. 

The broader allshares index 
gained 13.75 points to 1,403.71. 

Gainers led losers 51 to 25, 
with 47 stocks unchanged. 

"The market has held a firm sup- 
port atthe 2,200 level. Thats why 
we saw some bargain-hunting 
‘when share prices retreated to that 
moving average line,” said Jose 
Vistan of AB Capital Securities, 

Dealers said news that several 
rebel soldiers had been captured 
also helped sentiment as it ap- 
peared to bolster President Maca- 


From page 


pagal-Arroyo's hold on power. 

‘The market had risen for five 
straight sessions until Wednesday 
but profit-taking emerged Thurs- 
day because of North Korea's lir 
ing of missiles. 

“Top-traded Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co. rose P25 
to P1,960. Ayala Corp. advanced 
P17.50 to P402.50. 

Meralco A-shares gained 75 
centavos to P15.25. Meralco-B al 
зо rose 75 cemavos to P23.25. 
Dealers said the outlook for the 
ty was bright because it could 
win more distribution contracts 
with power-generating plants 
that the government plans to sell 
offto the private sector АЕР 
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durability, Solnhofener limestone tiles can be 


used as floorings, on walkways and even as walls 
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By Charles E. Buban 


OR HOME BUILDERS, DESIGNERS 
and architects, Germany is known 
for being the source of one of the 

world's most famous natural stones, the 

Solnhofener limestone tiles. 

“This ype of limestone, found and quarried only in 
the southern part of Germany, is known for its ex- 
treme hardness, uniqueness of colors and appear- 
ance as well as timeless elegance’ 

“Because they possess exemplary properties suit- 
able for construction (abrasion resistance, thermal 
resistance and nonslip, among others), Soinhofener 
-— limestone tiles offer numerous design ideas for out 

door and indoor application. The fact that their nat- 
ural beauty harmonizes in any kind of landscaping, 
they can be combined to almost any building mate 
rials,” said Rod Garde of Neo Bath Inc., sole distribu- 


27 


SOLNHOFENER limestone tiles’ easy-to-clean and slip-resistant 


surface make it an ideal material for garden ponds and poolsides. 


Neo Bath delivers the tiles per crates which cover. 27 


between 134 and 150 square meters space (cost 


= P1,500 per sqm) and comes in flat slabs, which could ^. 


be broken into much smaller pieces or pattems de- 
27 pending on the customer's preference. 


Widely used : 
“Elsewhere in the world, Soinhofener limestone 
Чез are extensively used in up-market city apart- 
ments, country houses, ancient or new buildings, as 
.— well as clubhouses, pool areas, patios, terraces, gaze- 
Dos and court yards Because they have colors that are 
consisten throughout the surface, have colors that do 
mot fade, hard-wearing and easy to maintain, they 
Could be used in a variety of applications,” Garde 
said 
Не added that the appeal of Sonhofener limestone 


tiles are quite different from marble, granites and 

other stone materials popularly used in the country 
In fact, Garde said Neo Bath has several design 

suggestions and applications that could be viewed in 


7 two oftheir showrooms located in Mandaluyong City 


(Ortigas Home Depot) and Taguig City (MC Home 
Depot, The Fort). The showrooms also provide de- 


e. Sign consultations. 


“It took nature 150 million years to develop this 
unique building material, and the fact that it is being 


used for over 2,000 years elsewhere in the world, | # 


believe its about time we Filipinos discover the 
beauty that Solnhofener limestone tiles could bring 
to our homes," Garde said. 


mp 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


THETILES come. 
in several 
neutral colors 
including shades 
‘of gray, brown 
and golden 
yellow. 


materials like © 
stones or grabi 
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MESS 


“The daily stress of Мака fast-paced lifestyle and making big business decisions can weigh heavily on 
your shoulders. An entire day can leave you Чей down and too exhausted to even enjoy your successes. 
“The only way to recharge at day's end Is to elevate yourself above the fray 


At Mactan Tower, coming home Is a cloud nine experience. Throw your cares to the wind and Indulge 
‘yourself in world-class amenities. Step up to а higher level of entertainment with the exciting establishments 
around you, such as the Mall of Asia, Blue Wave, and Malate Circle. Though R is a different world altogether, 


Mactan Tower is a mere half an hour's drive from the hustle and bustle of your Makati office. 


‘Spectacular living is Just within your reach at Mactan Tower. Sky's the limit with new lightweight payment 
terms and exciting deals. Go for a walk in the clouds and experience the bayside lifestyle by checking 
ош our available units now, Call 551-0888 to see what's walung for you by the bay. 
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ECOLOGICAL HOUSING, SUSTAIN- 
able design, and green development. No 
‘matter how one calls it, they all mean the 
same thing—environmentfriendly or 
green housing, DU 

‘A green home is primarily a healt 
home КЕ uses materials and resources eff- 
ciently, reduces waste, lessens pollution, 
provides superior indoor air quality plenty 
of natural light and causes 
less damage to the environ- 
ment. These are features 
that ideally should be 
found in our homes. Unfor- 
tunately, many of our 
homes are not green. 

"This is particularly the 
‘ease with many of the af- 
fordable or low-cost homes 
in the country. As the cost 
of land appreciates and as many develop- 
ers cut costs, many of these homes end up 
‘with substandard quality that affects not 
only the environment, but also the health 
ofthe occupants. 


Much reduced sizes of units 

Batas Pambansa 220 on Socialized 
Housing stipulates a minimum lot area of 
32 square meters for a row house, 54 sqm. 
for a duplex and 64 sq m fora single-de- 
tached unit. The minimum floor area for 
all ypesis 185qm. 

Cost of construction has unfortunately 
caused the decrease in size of low-cost 
houses overtime, This poses challenge to 
develops and designers romake his ype 
of dwelling within human standards. 
Site selection 

Green affordable housing develop- 
ments are located in sites that are suitable 
for development. They are not found in 
sires that have very steep slopes, unstable 
foundations, erosion-prone areas and sites 
near power ines and transformers. 

Green affordable housing develop- 
ments are built in areas that have access to 
Utes, public transportation, work- 
places, schools, commercial centers and 
Other community services. 


Green site development 

Green development for affordable 
housing minimizes cung and filling 
Which unnecessarily alters the паша 


GREEN 


ARCHITRENDS | ~ {~~ 


Amado de Jesus 


landscape. 

One example of environmental destruc- 
tion is when the development crews mobi- 
lize and scrape the land. Fertile topsoil 
originally found at the site is discarded in- 
stead of being set aside and used as ground 
cover later on. Discarded fertile topsoil is 
hauled with construction debris, and 
dumped in some distant overflowing land- 

fil or dumpsite. 
‘The topsoil that has 


aly be picnic 
pensive garden soll for 
<>] equally expensive and 
<< exotic plants to beau 
Ё Зу the area. These 


plans are normally 
то maintain and 
require constant irrigation. This practice 
further depletes our limited water supply. 
‘Another land development malpractice 
is when the natural communities of ani- 
‘mals and plants in the area, and natural re- 
sources such as wetlands, woodlands, 
lakes, streams and tails are destroyed. 
Even regional culture and vernacular 
building styles that give the place charac- 
ter anda sense of place are cast aside. 
Green development espouses a "and 
ethic” which respects land, and does not 
deal with it as a commodity that we call 
“raw land" or “vacant lot.” Restraint and 
careful planning in land development will 
reduce if not eliminate environmental de- 
struction. 


Big industry 

‘The low-cost or affordable housing in- 
dusry is big business. Many developers 
have been financially successful in tapping 
{his growing business sector but despite 
the huge number of housing units turned 
over each year, private and government 
agencies cannot Keep up with the de- 
‘Accord 9 

ng tothe country’s development 

plan, the need for housing in the country is 
estimated to reach 3.75 milion units by 
2010. Demand for new houses forthe said 
period is 2.6 milion of the total while 
Rousing backlog accounts for almost а mil- 
[53 

"The challenge of meeting our country's 
housing needs should motivate many de- 
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of affordable housing 


RAMMED earth walls, about 12-inch thick, are built by compacting a slightly moist earth and aggregate mix between 
formwork using mechanical/pneumatic rammers. About 5 percent cement is added to the mix. This increases the erosion. 
resistance of the walls against driving rain. 


velopers not only to make their housing 
Units more efficient and affordable but al 
so, more importantly to make them 
Sean 

Green vs conventional housing 

How do we rate the practices of many of 
ош affordable housing projects in terms of 
sustainability? 

Lets cite a few cases. First and foremost, 
the industry is caught up in the first-cost 
rather than cos mentality First- 
Costs refer to the cost of the house and lot 
and life cycle coss refer to the long-term 
benefits. 

For example, when we factor in energy 
savings over time, or increased durability 
Or occupants’ satisfaction and comfort, 
green design features and materials be. 
Come easier to justify It would be ideal if 
Hfe-cyde costs are cónsidered in the indus- 
try today instead of focusing solely on first- 
costs to justify our projects. 

Regarding design, many affordable 
housing units these days are “beautiful” 
when viewed outside but are uncomfort 
able and impractical inside. Much empha- 
Sis is given to architectural features that 
are imported from other countries. Exam- 
ples are small windows, steep roofs that 
ave no soffits (or vent slats at the roof 
eaves and ridge) to minimize heat build- 
up and false or real апіс spaces. Result? 
‘The thermal comfort and satisfaction of 
occupants is sacrificed. 


Most of these houses need aircondi- 
tioning. Proper orientation has not been 
followed and windows have no roof over- 
hangs to prevent unwanted heat and rain 
to comein- 

When housing units are completed, 
‘many are fitted with incandescent bulbs 
because they are cheaper than the more 
energy-efficient compact fluorescent 
amps that last longer and are brighter. 

For condominiums that are not green, 
developers pass on the responsi for 
saving energy to the owners or occupants 
instead of designing the building to be en- 
ergyefficent. With green buildings, such 
arguments are avoided because housing 
units are designed from the outset with 
low energy use in mind. Dependency on 
air-conditioning is also minimized because 
green buildings are naturally ventilated 
providing tenants with a healthier atmo- 
sphere that can save on health care costs. 


Other green strategies 

Other green features that may be incor- 
porated in a green affordable home in- 
Elude the use of water-efficient toilet fi- 
Tures, rainwater collection system, land- 
scaping appropriate to the climate, light- 
colored roofing and exterior walls, 

Avery challenging strategy for lowcost 
housing is the use of cheap indigenous ma- 
terials like bamboo. With the countrys 
huge land area, we can very well promote 
planting and use of bamboo. For housing 


BCDA hails new bridge technology 
for SCTEx construction 


TOP OFFICIALS OF THE JAPANESE EM- 
bassy and the Bases Conversion Development. 
‘Authority launched over the weekend а new 
‘bridge construction technology for ће Subic- 
Clark-Tarlac Expressway (SCTEx) project, 
‘which when finished will become the coun- 
туз longest and most modern toll road witha 
distance of 93.7 kilometers. 

Japanese engineers from the Kajima- 
Obayashi JFE Engineering-Mitsubish joint ven- 
ture (КОЈМ) last Friday started installing the 
first pair of giant steel beams for the Pas 
Potrero Bridge in Pampanga as part of the full 
blast SCTEx construction to meet its end-2007 
deadline. 

КОЈМ project manager Masato Orsubo said 
at 720 meters, the Pasig Potrero Bridge is the 
longest span in the SCTEx Subic-Clark section. 
"The first pair of girders installed last Friday 
‘measured 50 meters long and three meters high 
each, witha combined weight of 120 tons. 


First time 

То put the massive girders in place, the engi 
neers used the modern launching method 
which employed hydraulic jacks to lift the steel 
beams to the support columns from launching 
rails that are Teflon-plated, the first time such 
bridge technology is used in the Philippines. 

"The SCTEx project is a big boost to the coun- 
пуз investment and economic infrastructure, 
and we are making sure that everything about 
the SCTEx conforms to international stan- 
dards,” said BCDA president and CEO Narciso 
‘Abaya during the ceremonial switch on for the 
steel girder laying. 

Financed by a yen loan package from Japan, 
the SCTEx will connect the Subic Bay Freeport 
Zone in Zambales to the Clark Special Econom- 
ie Zone in Pampanga, then on to the Luisita In- 
dustrial Park in Tarlac. Once the SCTEx is fin- 
ished, estimated travel time from Subic to Tar- 
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MOUNTAIN Woods Resort Hotels 
integrated into its natural environs. 
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THETREE-TOP Bar is a picturesque 
watering hele, 
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BCDA president and CEO Narciso Abaya 
presses the start button of the hydraulic jack 
used to install he first gigantic pair of steel 
beams to the columns of the Pasig-Potrero 
Bridge being constructed in Pampanga. 


lac will be less than an hour. 


Flagship project. 

"The SCTEx is a flagship project of President 
Macapagal Arroyo to create a dynamic econom- 
ie corridor in Central Luzon and the BCDA is the 
lead implementing agency. Misubishi Heavy 
Industries Ltd. of Japan is in charge of fabricat- 
ing and installing the steel girders of the bridge 

"The КОЛМ joint venture s the main contrac- 
tor for SCTEx Package I (Subic Clark Section. 
‘The Hazama-Tasei-Nippon Steel (HTN) joint 
‘venture, on the other hand, is the main contrac- 
tor for SCTEx Package П (Clark-Tariac section). 

"The landmark construction event was also 
witnessed by Second Secretary for Economic 
Айаз Koichi Sakai of the Embassy of Japan 
and local officials from Central Luzon. 


The art of Bisazza 


IN THIS DAY AND AGE WHEN com- 
petition is fierce, one has to continu- 
‘ously innovate to attract people's at- 
tention, and eventually get a big slice 
of the consumer market. Mediocre 
brands and the usual product offer- 
ings certainly do not work anymore. 

‘Companies should know that con- 
sumers have become smart in their 
‘choices and often demand an extensive 
range of revolutionary products that 
fulfil their promise to enhance physical 
beauty provide better health, or make 
peoples lives more comfortable and 
‘convenient in general 


Welcome event 

‘This made the Philippine launch of 
Bisazza (pronounced as bi-sa-cha) such 
a welcome event in the country. Con- 
sidered to be the world's leading pro- 
duce of glass mosaic products, Bisazza 
is dubbed as the Rolls Royce of glass 
mosaic tiles, 

‘One article in а foreign publication 
describes it bes: "Bera is like 
Chanel A maison de couture. Ws а 
whole new world, not just fashion. It is 
daring and perfecrionist, elegant with- 
out excess. Їз like Coco Chanel herself 
She always said that fashion passes, 
syle remains. And Bisazza has invent- 
ed a style with its own materials. Not 
through dresses, but through glass mo- 
saics. Like Chanels apparel, which 
changed how women were seen and 
how they saw themselves, Bisazza has 
changed our aude toward mosaics.” 

During the Philippine launch held 
recently, Bisazza's general manager Ric 
Vincent Atienza emphasized on the 
credibility of the company which was 
залей in Ake, Vicenza, Italy in 1956 
фу Renato Bisazza with the serial pro- 


FINE Chines silk in mosaic 


duction of verricolor. In 2004, Bisazza 
became widely recognized as a global 
luxury brand and joined the ranks of 
the elite Atagamma (composed of a 
very few hand-picked kalian compa- 
nies known for their high-quality prod- 
ucts of international prestige and ex- 
pression of the Italian style and culture 
throughout the word). 

‘Today, it boasts of a thousand em- 
ployees, five single-brand flagship 
Showrooms (in Milan, Berlin, Moscow, 
New York and London) and four pro- 
duction centers. It also has 13 branch 
offices (in France, Germany, Great 
Briain, Spain, Russia, Netherlands, 
Belgium, the United States, Australia, 
China, Hong Kong, India and the 
Philippines) and a network of over 
7,000 disuibutors. 


Finest glass mosaics 

In the realm of talian glas mosaic 
am, Bisazza has distinguished itself 
globally not only for producing the 
{сел glass mosaics, but эво for pio- 
neering inventive and revolutionary 
applications for dis ancient art form in 


FHOTOSOURCE ммнәоове HOME сон 


in areas near the sea where galvanized 
roofing easily gets corroded, green or land- 
scaped roofs that insulate homes could be 
recommended. Housing in areas regularly 
hit by typhoons could use rammed earth 
for wall; they use only 5 percent cement. 
Rammed earth homes are cool in summer, 
wam in cold season, 
ut isn't building green expensive? 

The cost of green building can decrease 
or increase depending on how simple or 
how sophisticated the green features in- 
corporated in the home. For example, 
costs can be greatly reduced by using ma- 
terials with recycled-content or adopting а 
modular type of construcion. I is obvious- 
ly important to spend time in up-front de- 
sign to study various green alternatives 
that cut costs without sacrificing health 
benefits 


How to get started 

Develop a project team that is motivat- 
ed to build a green project. Include a mul- 
disciplinary integrated design process 
that considers environmental social and 
health concems into a cost-effective de- 
sign 

"Perform cost/benefit analyses on major 

project components. Lastly, occupants and 
maintenance staff must be knowledgeable 
as to how systems work and keep the pro- 
ject green. 

Tor comments or inquiries, 
amadodejesusGgmailcom. 


email 
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ANIMAL prints appeal to the senses. 


the 21st century 

Ric Vincent G. Atienza welcomed 
‘over 300 of the country’s most respected 
architects, interior designers, decora 
tors, real esate developers, contractors 
and other guests who have simply fallen 
in love with the beauty of Bisazza. 

‘Also present during the launch were 
beauty wellness and lifestyle queen Cory 
Quirino, who shared with guests some 
insights on enhancing ones creati. 
wine Chery Lou wowed the guess wil 
her power-packed performance. Lucky 
visitors also took home Luxor/Patrat 
Bisazza slabs and almost everyone took 
advantage of the huge discounts gives 
on selected Bisazza products 

Bisazza, is, indeed, setting a new 
code of elegance for the contemporary 
Filipino home and will soon becom: 
the by-word in the walls and floor dec 
orations market in the Philippines. 

Bisazza glass ties are distributed i: 
leading home depots and tile dealer 
nationwide. 


Mountain Woods: the ideal year-round retreat 


HIGH ACCESSIBILITY 15 ONE OF THE 


major reasons Mountain Woods at 
Subic has become the weekend idyllic 
escape of choice by those seeking well- 
deserved breaks from the hustle and 
bustle of city Ше. 

‘Now only less than two hours drive 
from the Balintawak Tollgate, Mountain. 
Woods Resort Hotel, a refreshing moun- 
tain resort located at Kalayaan Heights, 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone, offers а sanctu- 
ary where one can rejuvenate and 
recharge from the stress of daily life, 
while offering the ideal venue for pre- 
cious bonding moments with family and 
friends. 


Forest, sea views 

Here, guests will be welcomed by as- 
tounding forest and sea views overlook- 
ing serene Subic Bay. Perched on a сї 
and surrounded by lush foliage where 
various indigenous fauna thrive, Moun- 
tain Woods offers a unique chance for 
‘guests to commune with nature, which 
affords them the peace and privacy they 
well deserve. 

The resorts structures are also careful- 
ly integrated into the natural environ- 


AIR-CONDITIONED private dining is 
now available at the cozy and intimate 
Le Jardin extension. 

ment, so that guests will feel at one with 
mature as they go about the faclity 
Guests can wake up in the moming to the 
delightful chirping of birds that abound 
in the area. There are 28 intemational 
grade rooms with amenities for the con- 
Veniences of urban living: cable TV rerig. 
erator with a mini bar and a tollet and 
bath with hot and cold shower, compli- 
‘mentary coffee and tea. 


While away time 
There are several activities to while 
away time when at the resort, Including 


Leni етшу pool and a kiddie 
which provides guests an awesome 
‘view of Subic Bay that extends into the 
‘mountains of Subic. Accommodations in- 
clude free use of recreational facilities 
Such as billiards and ping-pong so that 
kids and the young at heart can play to 
their hearts content. 

Excellent food and service can be ex- 
pected at Le Jardin, the flagship dining 
outlet which boasts of an experienced 
and well-versed culinary team for dis- 
criminating guests, fresh green salad 
grown in the resort and a unique alfresco 
ambience. Air-conditioned private dining 
is now available with the opening 
Le Jardin extension. A versatile pianist 
playing classical music among other 
things completes the whole dining expe- 
rience with friends and loved ones. 

There are several nooks and comers 
around the resort where guests will feel 
‘more intimate. A Gazebo has been set up 
for meditation, picnic and dining, or for 
those seeking some exclusivity A pi 
turesque Tree-top bar also serves аза 
tering hole where guests can unwind di 
ing the day and at night. 


Spa services 

‘A total retreat involves the ultimate b 
pampering and relaxation, which is wh 
the resort offers quality spa services com 
ing from the Wellness Center of Whit 
Rock, Mountain Woods’ sister resor 
Guests can avail of signature massag: 
and body treatments enjoyed more int 
serene mountain escape. 

‘Al these offerings, visitors will mue 
more appreciate because a stay in Moun 
tain Woods is unexpectedly very afforc 
able based on current promo rates, A 
additional 20 percent discount is give 
for weekday “overnightes.” There's eve: 
a 50 and 25 percent discount, respectivi 
iy, from already very reasonable pric 

luring happy hour (4-6 pm) on foo: 
and drinks, Group rates, and seminar 
conferences at very competitive pric 
are available. There are two semine 
Tooms with capacities ranging from 20 
150 participants. 

From the Customs Gate (Tipo Road 
Mountain Woods Resort Hotel s a тен 
five minutes away turing right after t 
fist traffic light along Argonaut Hig) 
мау 
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THE EVENT proved to be the perfect way for residents to bond with 
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‘THE BAY Garden community eagerly joi 
the fun and unique games that lasted until 
nighttime. 


Family festivities by the bay 


FULLY COMMITTED TO ITS PROMISE OF 
providing tight-knit communities, Federal 
Land recently teamed up with the BG Condo- 
minium Corp. to organize the Bay Garden 
Family Daya fun-filled event featuring an as- 
sortment of activities for the whole family’s en- 
joyment. 

Kids and adults alike enjoyed feasting on 
grilled cuisines and fruity milkshakes while par- 
баранду in the different games, The kids re- 
ceived different gifts, took tums hitting the mul- 
ticolored piñatas, and were treated to an educa 
tional bird and reptile show. Both the young and 
young at heart watched in amazement, as 
unique birds performed impressive tricks and 
fearless volunteers hurried forward to сапу a 
Tare Albino Python around their neck. 


Perfect complement 

The celebration was a perfect complement 
to the vacation ambiance of Bay Garden. The 
tropical resorestyie poolside was made even 
more festive with the brightcolored lanterns 
and flowershaped pinwheels that adorned 
the podium gardens. And with the stunning 
Scenery provided by Manila Bay it was truly a 
picture-perfect aftemoon, 

The BG Family Day also featured a touch- 
ing tribute to mothers. All the moms present 
were gathered in front and one resident of- 
fered them a poem. The husbands then came 
forward with their kids, all bearing a long- 
stemmed rose for the most important woman. 
in their life. 


Trademark 

Communities that uphold total well 
and foster family values have always been the 
trademark of property giant, Federal Land 
Inc. All Federal Land projects are created to 
provide their clients a sanctuary where one's 
quality of life is constantly nurtured through a 
balanced and harmonious environment. 

Вау Garden is located inside Metropolitan 
Park, a 40-hectare master-planned communi- 
ty on Roxas Boulevard. With over 60 percent 
devoted to open space and lush greenery, Bay 
Garden isthe ideal home for those who desire 
a peaceful, natural setting while still having 
the comforts of modern living, 


Best-kept secret 
Built and designed to cater to one's total 

wellbeing, Bay Gar- 

den features a wide 
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range of complemen- 
tary amenities like an 
indoor heated pool, 
resort-style swim 
ming pool, land- 
scaped sunbathing 
deck, children's wad- 
ing pool and play- 
ground, a full-service 
gym, tennis and bas- 
Кеа] courts. Free 
from the common ur- 
ban problems of pol- 
lution, congestion 
and sanitation, Bay 
Garden has ‘often 
been termed as 
Manila's best kept se- 
ат, 

Bay Gardens 
strategic location pro- 
vides great accessibili- 
ty to the progressive 
cities of Makati, Pasay 
Binondo and Malate, 
1t is also conveniently 
near to essential es- 
tablishments such as 
banks, schools, the 
Blue Wave Strip mall, 
the newly opened 
Mall of Asia, and the 
le Pavilion event 
venue—an assurance 
that there is no need 
to go far for ones im- 
mediate needs. 

Bay Garden offers 
а tranquil lifestyle 
and a perfect setting 
for raising a family 
Model unis are 
available for viewing 
on-site at Metropoli- 
tan Park, Roxas 
Boulevard corner Ed. 
за Ext, Pasay 
For further questions 
about Bay Garden, 
please call 551-0888, 
or log on to 
wwwbaygarden. 
com.ph. 
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PARIS—OIL PRICES, WHICH 
hit a record high point of 
$7540 a barrel in New York 
Wednesday, more than triple 
the level four years ago, are 
nailed to a peak by a combina- 
tion of geopolitical and techni- 
cal factors. 

‘These are the main reasons 
for persistently high prices. 
‘While the spike on Wednes- 
day arose from North Korean 
missile tests, the market is 
concemed more with fran, 
the second-biggest producer 
within the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (Opec). 


{ Geopolitical concerns 
[ Traders are worried about a 
А long-term disruption of Iranian 
F supplies in the event of inter- 

national sanctions against 
E Tehran over its nuclear те. 


Why oil prices 
remain high 


vestments, and by consumer 
countries which have rebuilt 
strategic stocks. 

Experts nonetheless believe 
this factor could maintain ten- 
sion in ой markets for three or 
four more years. 

Oil analysts and Opec had 
already underscored the issue, 
and hurricanes last year in the 
United States focused atten- 
tion on weaknesses in the re- 
fining sector, which has be- 
come. serious bottleneck. 


Lack of refineries 

No refineries have been built 
in Europe and the United 
‘States for 30 years and existing 
facilities often require major 
repairs. 

In addition, some refiner- 
ies cannot handle heavy 
crude, which is all producers 
can offer on top of their cur- 


TOKYO—OIL PELL BELOW $75 A BARREL 
оп Friday on an unexpected increase in domes- 
tic US gasoline supplies, breaking the momen- 
tum ofa run to record highs earlier this week. 

‘Traders were now waiting for US jobs data 
later on Friday, concerned that the risk of in- 
flation could affect energy demand. 

US crude ticked lower by 30 cents to 
$74.84 abarrel yesterday afternoon. 

It had settled 5 cents down on Thursday, 
trimming a $6 rally that ran from late-June to 
а record $75.40 struck on Wednesday. Lon- 
don Brent crude eased 16 cents to $73.92. 

Gasoline stocks in the United States, the 
world largest ой consume, rose 700,000 ba 
rels last week, US government data showed 
оп Thursday. That was counter to analyste 
forecasts for a drop. 

"The market had targeted a fresh record 
high, guessing the US inventory data would 


a gasoline stock build,” said Keith Sano, the 
manager at commodities business unit at 
Sumitomo Corp. in Tokyo. 

“Most likely the market will sink as traders 
will try to lock in profit at the $75 level ahead 
of the weekend.” 

The latest auto fuel stock level was still 
down 3.1 million barrels in year-on-year 
terms, and traders said strong US demand 
‘would give long-term support to the market. 

‘The government data showed US gasoline 
demand increased 1.4 percent over the four 
weeks to June 30 froma year earlier. 

The number of drivers was forecast to have 
risen toa record during the July 4th Indepen- 
dence Day holiday. - 

Support also came from lingering concerns 
‘over supplies from key oil exporter Iran amid 
its nuclear row with the West, and a partial 
loss of Nigerian oil output. 
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Crude oil prices dip below $75 
on US stock build, inflation risk 


Market concerns over supply constraints in Iran, Nigeria linger 


some oil production has already been lost due 
to militant attacks, gunmen abducted a Dutch 
man who was working on an unfinished Shell 
plant. 

Iran, the world's fourth largest exporter, 
failed to reply on Thursday to major powers! 
proposals aimed at defusing the dispute over 
its nuclear programme. 

Ali Larijani, secretary of Iran's Supreme 
National Security Council, told reporters he 
would give a preliminary response next 
week. 

Traders said risks of inflation, which could 
dampen global oil demand, also had to be 
kept in mind. Strong private sector jobs data 
on Wednesday led economists to revise up 
their forecasts for Friday's US job figures. 

That in tum boosted speculation that the 
United States could continue its two-year 
monetary tightening cycle and lift rates from 


E search program, as a result of 
either а cut in output or a 
blockage of the strategie Strait 

| of Hormuz. 

Added to that is a terrorist 

Е factor raised by the persistent 
threat from al-Qaida in oil pro- 
ducing Gulf states, and long- 
standing sources of tension 
such as conflict in Iraq and 
Nigeria 

Finally, other major produc- 
ing countries like Venezuela, 
Chad and Russia are said to be 
in an “uncomfortable” situa- 
tion and thus not necessarily 
able to compensate for poten- 
tal output shortfalls else 
where. 


prices. 


ture. 
Almost 


Production problems 

Oil producers are having dif- 
ficulty in keeping up with in- 
creasing demand. 

Most producing countries 
are pumping at full capacity 
| and only Saudi Arabia has real 

spare capacity 

Tts spare production cushion 
is considered to be small and is 
in the form of heavy crude that 
is difficult to refine. 

The lack of leeway in the 
event of trouble in a major pro- 
ducing country is a major 
source of concem for many 
market players. 

Tn general however, produc- 
tion problems in the past few 
years have been taken to heart 
by both producer countries, 
which are slowly increasing in- 


Fund. 


per day. 


rent output. 

A lack of refined products 
such as gasoline (petrol) and 
heating or diesel fuels has con- 
tributed to higher crude oil 


Tn the United States, this 
last factor is now aggravated 
by new environmental stan- 
dards, by fears of shortages 
during the summer “driving 
season” when cars are wide- 
ly used for vacations, and by 
the fresh threat of hu 

canes to US oil infra 


bounds by economies world- 
wide inthe past three years has 
Jed to a surge in oil consump- 
tion, particularly in China and 
the United States. 

Economies worldwide are 
expected to expand by anoth- 
er 5.0 percent in both 2006 
and 2007, according to the 
International 


‘The International Energy 
‘Agency forecasts global de- 
‘mand will grow by 
in 2006 to 84.9 mi 


Investment funds have di- 
versified their portfolios over 
the past few months and have 
favored holdings in raw mate- 
rials, ой in particular 

Some experts say market 
speculation amplifies oil price 
increases but is not the main 


uc- 


simultaneous re- 


Monetary 


AFP 


show bullish figures, but that was betrayed by 


In eighth-ranked exporter Nigeria, where 


5.25 percent next month. 


Reuters 


wo o a y азы 


SHOCKING 


[Top DLL 


PEOPLE walk past a large advertising display board in Hong Kong. A record $71 billion was spent on advertisements in the Asia Pacific region 


| inthe first three months, with China dominating the market, a report said Tuesday. 


Japan raises GDP view, backing rate views Asian stock marts up 
on US Fed pause talk 


TOKYO—JAPANS GOVERNMENT RAISED 
its projections for annual economic growth on 
Friday, further cementing expectations that 
the Bank of Japan will raise interest rates next 
Sueekfor the first time in six years. 

‘The revision could pave the way for the 
‘government to declare an end to Japan's long 
ега of deflation, and may make central bank 
board members more comfortable about 
jng the key overnight interest rate from the 
current level of zero. 

1, The Cabinet Office now expects gross domes- 
Ti product to expand by 2.1 percent in real terms 
Jn the fiscal year to next March, up from ks cur- 
Tent forecast of 1.9 percent, according to a docu- 
iment from the office obtained by Reuters. 

1 Economy Minister Kaoru Yosano told a 
‘news conference the government's top eco- 
homic policy panel would be presented with 
he upgraded growth forecasts at a meeting 


on Friday evening. 

‘The Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy 
is scheduled to weigh a package of medium- 
and long-term economic policy goals, and 
will use the new figures in its deliberations. 

Finance Minister Sadakazu Tanigaki said at 
а separate news conference he believed the 
end of Japan's deflation was in sight. 

But Tanigaki, who has opposed a BOJ rate. 
hike, urged the central bank to consider the 
possible chilling impact of this week's North 
Korean missile launches on financial markets 
when it makes its rate decision. 

Japans economy has been recovering 
solidly on the back of firm capital spending 
and personal consumption, and looks set to 
post its longest postwar expansion. 

А majority of analysts and traders expect the 
BOJ to raise the rate by a quarter point at йз next 
Policysetting board meeting on July 13-14. 


Consumer prices have been rising sine 
November after more than seven years of decline. 

The Cabinet Office now forecasts that nom- 
inal GDP will grow 22 percent in fiscal 
2006/07, an upgrade from the governments 
‘current projection of 2.0 percent. Consumer 
prices are likely to rise 0.6 percent, compared 
"with the current view of 0.5 percent. 

The forecast for the GDP deflator was un- 
changed at plus 0.1 percent, according to the 
document. 

Financial markets have largely priced in a 
BOJ rate hike next week, and showed little re- 
action to the upgraded projections. 

Separately on Friday, the BOJ said it will 
toughen rules on financial transactions by its 
employees and require publie disclosure of 
top officials’ personal assets after a scandal in- 
volving Governor Toshihiko Fukuîs personal 
investments. Reuters 


GM chief to fight bid to link with Renault 


ETROIT-JUST AS GENERAL MOTORS 
Eorp. chair and chief executive Rick Wag- 
Dners tumaround plan is starting to take 
hold, analysts say he now has to fight to keep 
3tgoing and perhaps save his career 

“The battle begins on Friday when GM's board 
тем» via teleconference to discuss a plan from 
dissident shareholder and billionaire Kirk 
Kerkorian that would link GM with Renault SA 
[pf France and Nissan Motor Co. of Japan. 
® If Kerkorian, who has been unhappy with 
Jhe pace of change at GM, can convince some 
‘big investors of the plan's merits, Wagoner 
‘could be ousted and replaced by Carlos 
Ghosn, chief executive of both Renault and 

issan who revived Nissan from near death 
; Although GM officially says it will study the 
‘proposal from Kerkorian's Tracinda Corp. and 
Judge it objectively, industry analysts and 
Vealers who know Wagoner say he probably is 
building a coalition to fight Kerkorian. 
} "Нез a coach type of guy. He's very much a 
eam player” said David Cole, chair of the 
‘Center for Automotive Research in Ann Arbor, 
‘of Wagoner. "How he's operated in the past, 
Jes ess focused on Rick and more focused on 
hat’ right for the company" 
+ What's right for GM, Cole said, is to con- 
inue in the direction Wagoner has set, 
with significant expense cuts and upcom- 
Jng new products that have potential, in- 
‘luding a hybrid large SUV to be unveiled 


CARLOS Ghosn, CEO of Nissan and Renault, and investor Kirk Kerkorian have discussed the 
Possibility of Renault and Nissan buying a minority stake in General Motors. » 


next year that gets up to 9.4 liters per 100 
kilometers of gasoline. 

Wagoner received a vote of confidence 
from the board in April. GM officials say its 
unlikely that rhe board would take any action 
on the Tracinda deal in the Friday meeting. 

But Stephen Mader, vice chair of Christian 
& Timbers, a New York-based executive 
search firm, said GM needs Ghosn’s leader 
ship style and personality more than a team 
approach led by Wagoner, who has been with 
GM since 1977. 

Kerkorian, Cole said, wants GM to change 


more quickly, and Ghosn clearly is capable of 
leading quick change. 

But the transition to join three compa- 
nies with vastly different cultures would 
take far longer than letting Wagoners 
plan work its way out, Cole said. 

“You put three companies together, is not 
going to happen fast," he said. "The 
economies that come with combinations real 
Iy takea long, long time." 

GM has suffered from declining profits, 
high labor costs and growing competition 
from Asian automakers. АР 


SINGAPORE—ASIAN STOCKS 
rose on Friday, taking their cue 
from Wall Street peers, after sur- 
prisingly weak US service indus- 
try data fueled speculation of an 
imminent pause in the Federal 
Reserve's two-year monetary 
tightening. 

Japan's Nikkei rose 0.7 percent 
to 15,429.98 by midday, lifted by 
gains in semiconductor and auto 
makers and by a 2.8 percent jump 
in Japan Tobacco Inc. in line with 
US rivals afer the Florida 
Supreme Court refused to rein- 
state a $145 billion punitive dam- 
ages award against cigarette 
makers, 

‘Australian commodity stocks 
BHP Billiton Ltd. and Rio Tinto 
Lid. rose on the back of a surge in 
metal and oil prices. 

Copper on the London Metal 
Exchange was steady at around 
$7,835 a ton after soaring to a 
one-month high on Thursday. 

Analysts predicted more con- 
solidation to beef up profits. 

But gains in other sectors were 
capped by the firm ой prices, hov- 
ering near this week's record high 
of $75.4 per barrel, and ahead of 
the US non-farm payrolls data. 

“The jobs data could determine 
the next course for the Fed after it 
raised its key rate last week for 
the 17th time in two years. 

"The dollar remained pressured 
against the euro after losing 
ground on Thursday following 
hawkish comments from Euro- 
pean Central Bank President 
Jean-Claude Trichet, hinting at a 
possible rate hike in August. 

"The dollar traded at 51.2773 
pereuro, itle changed from New 
York close, but near a one-month 
low suck оп Wednesday. 
‘Against the Japanese currency, 
the dollar was steady at 115.16 
yen. 

The weak dollar kept spot gold. 
‘dose to а one-month high of 


$634.75 an ounce hit on Thurs- 
day. 

Japanese government bonds 
ticked up across the maturity 
curve with lead futures rising 
from six-year lows following 
gains im US Treasuries after 
Thursday's service industry data. 

The US Institute for Supply 
Management's non-manufactur 
ing headline index fell to 57 in 
June, below economists’ consen- 
sus forecast for 59 and Mays 
reading of 60.1. The employment 
component fell to its lowest level 
since January. 

‘The data led investors to lower 
their expectations of a robust jobs 
report for June due later in the 
day. 

"If the US job data turns out to 
be weaker than expected, that 
would reinforce expectations of a 
slowdown in the US economy.” 
said Naomi Hasegawa, senior 
strategist at Mitsubishi UPJ Secu 
rites. 

The yield on the benchmark 
10-year US Treasury was lite 
changed after falling to 5.185 
percent on Thursday after the 
services data. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Japanese government bond fell 
то 1,960 percent, from 1.975 
percent the day before. The 
yield on the two-year JGB fell to 
0.890 percent, from 0.900 per- 
cent. 

A sales warning from Ad- 
vanced Micro Devices Ine did not 
have any impact on Asian chip 
stocks. South Korea's top chip 
maker Samsung Electronics rose 
1 percent, pushing up the coun- 
пуз benchmark KOSPI by 11 
percent. 

Japan's  Advantest Corp. 
gained 1,7 percent and Tokyo 
Electron added 2 percent, 

MSCI's key index for the top 
Asian companies outside of Japan 
rose 0.3 percent. Reuters 
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Revenue officials to soften VAT cap impact on businesses 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
will issue а regulation that will further 
ease the adverse impact ofthe 70-percent 
VAT cap on the income of businesses. 

A revenue official said that the BIR con- 
tinues to receive complaints from business- 
es against the imposition of the VAT cap, as 
well as suggestions on how to liberalize the 
interpretation of the VAT Reform Law. 

“The cap is really unfriendly to busi 


ness," the revenue official said. "But the 
problem is that they (business owners) 
did not lobby enough against it when the 
VAT bill was still being deliberated in 
Congress.” 

According to the official, the BIR is 
now seeking ways to further temper the 
impact of the VAT cap on the revenues of 
businesses. A revenue regulation that 
wil serve this purpose is already in the 
‘works, the official said. 

"Under the 70-percent VAT cap provi- 


sion of the VAT law, the maximum 
amount of input value-added tax credits 
that any business may claim in a given 
tax period is only equivalent to 70 per- 
cent ofits output VAT. 

The input VAT is the amount of value- 
added tax shouldered by a firm every 
time it purchases goods or products that 
already include the 12-percent VAT in 
the price. Output VAT is the gross VAT lia- 
bility ofa firm computed as 12 percent of 
its gross sales. 


The business community, led by the 
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and In- 
дву has strongly opposed the imposition 
of a limit on the amount of input VAT cred- 
its that any taxpayer may daim. The group 
said this provision of the VAT law was un- 
just, given that the government should give 
businesses what is due them. 

"The imposition of the VAT cap was 
meant to plug revenue losses resulting 
from the abuse of the credit system. 

‘Congress particularly was persuaded to 


adopt the capping system after it was re 
Ported that some companies from the 
telecommunications sector had claimed in 
put VAT credits that were higher than their 
output VAT Due to the huge amounts of ins 
put VAT credit daims, government was 
forced to give refunds to some firms instead. 
of collecting VAT from them. 

But even officials from the Depart 
ment of Finance have admitted that the 
70-percent VAT cap has been taking its 
toll even on honest taxpayers. 


IT, BPO firms set to tap 
rich European markets 


RP mission tailor fits strategy 
according to EU requirements 


SEC exceeds 


income target 
for first half 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
‘Commission (SEC) said it had exceeded 
‘ts target income for the first six months, 
fetching about P386.4 million largely 
from fling fees, а report from the regu- 
ators financial department showed. 

SEC's target for the six months 
from January to June was P268 mil- 
lion 

The total income includes "retention. 
income" of PSO million which, under 
the Securities Regulation Code, s part 
of the corporate watchdogs earnings 
that it can keep and utilize over its an- 
nual budget for operations. 

Excluding retention income, total 
income stood at P336.4 million for 
the first half. 

The largest contributor to income 
was registration and filing fees, 
which reached P299.8 million. 

Fines and penalties amounted to 
P40.3 million, while license fees from 
brokers, dealers and salesmen hit 
P18.3 million. Miscellaneous income 
was P27.9 million. 

‘The SEC was established in Octo- 
ber 1936 by virtue of Commonwealth 
‘Act No, 83 or the Securities Act. 

Operations began in November 
1936. Is major functions induded regis- 
tration of securities, analysis of regis- 
tered security, evaluation of the finan- 
cial condition and operations of appli- 
canis for security issue, screening of ap- 
plications for brokers or dealer's license, 
and supervision of stock and bond bro- 
kers, as well as the stock exchanges. 

The agency was abolished during 
the Japanese occupation and was re- 
placed with the Philippine Executive. 
Commission. 

Tt was reactivated in 1947 with the 
restoration of the Commonwealth 
Government. 

Due to the changes in the business 
environment under former President 
Ferdinand Marcos, the agency was re- 
organized in September 1975 as a 
collegial body with three commis- 
sioners and was given quasi-judicial 
powers under a presidential decree. 

In 1981, the commission was ex- 
panded to include two more commis- 
sioners and two departments, one for 
prosecution and enforcement and the 
other for supervision and monitoring, 

In 2000, the SEC was reorganized 
as mandated by Republic Act No. 
8799 also known as the Securities 
Regulation Code. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


LOCAL FIRMS ENGAGED IN INFOR- 
mation technology and business pro- 
cess outsourcing are embarking on a 
precision campaign to tap Western 
Europe's fast growing markets, which 
makes up a fifth of the global market 
that is projected to reach $310 billion 
in revenue over the next three years. 

Trade Assistant Secretary Fe Ag- 
oncill-Reyes said that the govem- 
ment is helping companies in send- 
ing a mission to the region. The mis 
sion will include a business forum, 
business meetings with potential 
diens, and high-level networking 
reception. 

"The Philippines will adopt a coun- 
mybycountry strategy that will fit 
the service requirements of each 
(тане) "said Reyes, who is also ex- 
ecutive director of the trade depart- 
ments Center for international Trade 
Expositions and Missions. 

Citing data from PriceWater- 
houseCoopers, Reyes said that the 
United Kingdom is still Europe's 
dominant market. But she added 
that outsourcing is gaining ground 
in Germany, the Netherlands, Spain 
and France. 

‚ "Те continaii pressure on time 
fo market and cost bases are driving 
European companies to look at off- 
shore outsourcing as a strategic alter- 


native,” Reyes said. 

‘She said financial services sector is 
the largest consumer of BPO and IT- 
enabled services in Europe, followed 
by utilities and telecommunications, 
while human resources, finance and 
accounting were also showing no- 
table growth. 

“The trade mission is part of our 
ongoing promotion of the Philippine 
ICT capabilities to the European mar- 
ket,” Reyes said. 

The business mission also aims to 
strengthen ties with the Philippines’ 
counterpart organizations, such as 
the London Chamber of Commerce, 
National Outsourcing Association, In- 
ternational Association of Outsourc- 
ing Professionals in the UK; FENIT, 
The Agency for International Busi- 
ness and Cooperation (EVD), and CBI 
in Netherlands. 

Reyes said the Philippines consis- 
tently ranks among the top attractive 
offshore location by various research 
firms, such as AT Kearney, Gartner, 
and МЕТА. 

‘Also, the country is now the out- 
sourcing location of some Dutch com- 
panies like Getronics, ING Group, 
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, and ABN- 
Ато. 

British companies like Standard 
Chartered Bank, Sykes and Ambergis 
Solutions have established outsoure- 
{ng operations inthe Philippines. 


Oil firms begin gathering 
seismic data off Palawan 


‘SHELL PHILIPPINES EXPLORATION 
BV (Spex), Kuwait Foreign Petroleum 
Exploration Co. (Onshore) ВУ and 
South China Resources Inc. will start 
gathering 2D and 3D seismic data in 
the area covered by Service Contract 
60, for which the firms have commit- 
ted to invest at least $24 million over 
the next seven years. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotil- 
Та said that during a recent meet- 
ing with Spex officials, including 
some representatives from Royal 
Dutch Shell Ple, they said that 
they would proceed with the seis- 
mic work offshore Northeast 
Palawan. 

Spex general manager for external 
affairs Facundo Roco said seismic 
work in the area would start this 
month. 

The work entails an investment of 


between $3 million and $5 million. 

"By the third or fourth quarter of 
next year, we will be able to tell if 
there are oil and gas reserves in SC 
60," Roco said. 

Spex and its partners inked SC 60 
with the Department of Energy just 
les January 

SC 60, which covers a relatively 
unexplored area of about 1,008,000 
hectares, was formerly Geophysical 
Survey and Exploration Contract 99 
or GSEC-99. 

According to the DOE, it is one of 
the promising sites for petroleum 
exploration, as identified by the 
Philippine Petroleum Resource As- 
sessment Project Study jointly con- 
ducted by the DOE and the Norwe- 
gian Agency for Development Coop- 
eration. 

‘Under the contract, the consortium 
will conduct exploration work in the 
area over a seven-year period. 


Gov't curbs non-essential borrowing 


THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO 
impose a moratorium on undertaking 
so-called “non-essential borrowings” 
as it pursues efforts to trim down its 
close to $4 trillion worth of debts. 

“Non-essential borrowings” are 
loans offered by creditors to the 
Philippine government. These usual- 
ly come in the form of official devel- 
opment assistance (ODA) that re- 
quire borrowers to purchase goods 
and services needed for the ODA- 
funded projects from the country act- 
ing as the source of credit. 

"The proposal to do away with non- 
essential borrowings was part of the 
agenda of the Cabinet during its re- 
cent meeting in Malacafiang. 

According to the Department of Fi- 
nance, limiting the governments bor- 
Towings to cover projects and pro- 
grams that are included in its devel- 
opment agenda for a year was a pru- 
dent way to instill scal discipline 
and keep the debts from further 
growing. 

In the past, there were a lot of 
"tied" ODA offers from various rich 
countries which the Philippine gov- 
ernment accepted. 

It was considered “tied” because it 
accompanied an agreement between. 


the creditor and the government that 
supplies needed for the ODA-funded 
projects should be sourced from the 
creditor-country. 

Having succumbed to non-essen- 
tial borrowings, the government was 
forced to conduct a major cleanup of 
its ODA portfolio in 2004 and 2005. 

During the cleanup, the govern- 
ment had to cancel ODA projects that 
had already been approved. 

Last year, the National Economic 
and Development Authority worked 
on the cancellation of several projects 
approved for financing by the Japan 
Bank for International Cooperation 
(BIO), the Philippines’ biggest 
source of ODA. 

"The projects included several in- 
frastructure-related ones supposed to 
be undertaken by the Department of 
Public Works and Highways, and by 
the Department of ‘Transportation 
and Communications, among others. 

"The borrowing problem was traced 
to the tendency of some government 
agencies to accept ODA offers from 
creditors even without an assurance 
that they would get sufficient funding 
from the national government. 

"To prevent such problems from re- 
curing, government agencies are 


now required to first secure a clear- 
ance—in the form of forward obliga- 
Чоп authority (FOA)—from the De- 
partment of Budget and Management 
before they can accept ODA offers. 

As of 2004, the national govern 
ments outstanding debt to JBIC 
alone already stood at P475 billion. 

But fiscal authorities said that the 
government has already been cau- 
tious in approving ODA-funded pro- 
jects and programs as it embarked on. 
a fiscal reform agenda since 2004. 

The government's debts stood at 
3.962 trillion as of end-March this 
year. 

"The debts àre composed of ODAS 
as well as commercial borrowings. 

The debe figure continues to grow 
because of the government's budget 
deficits, which forces it to conduct 
more borrowings. 

But fiscal authorities said that once 
the government hits the target of zero 
deficit by 2008 and a budget surplus 
by 2009, then the debts would start to 
decline. 

The governments budget deficit 
for 2005 stood at P146.8 billion. The 
Arroyo administration hopes to re- 
duce it to only P125 billion this year. 

Michelle V. Remo 


Ф НОМЕ GUARANTY CORPORATION 


IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES FÜR SPECIAL REPAYMENT PROGRAM 
As approved by HGC Board of Direcors under Board Resolution No. 03-2008. 
"dated February 20, 2006] 
ofthe economic dficuies presently encountered by buyers of HGC housing properties, 
the Board of Drectors ofthe Home Guaranty Corporation (НОС), in is regular meeting held on 
February 20, 2008, approved the Special Repayment Program (КР)! The folowing rules and 
regulations are hereby promulgsted/esued for the guidance of all concerned. 
1 COVERAGE 
14 All buyers or successors-in terest (8051) of HGC housing properties, except those 


"under an account whose Certificate of Sale is already registered or is under redemption 
period or wih a second alas wrt issued 


conomons 

1.1 ABOSI who already availed himsetherself of the interest Repricing and Term Extension 
Program may aval himsalliherset ofthis Special Repayment Program provided that all 
benefits тол the Interest Repricing and Term Extension shall be waived. 


12 TheBOSilwhosesumed the oan must be wiling to execute loan restructuring documents 
wih HGC. 


COMPUTATION OF TOTAL OUTSTANDING OBLIGATION AND RESTRUCTURED LOAN 
14 The Total Outstanding Obligation as of apphcation date shall be composed of the 
following: 
Outstanding Principal Loan Balance 
5. Шарга Penales (net of condoned penales, if any) 
Unpaid interests 
d. Unpaid insurances 
e. Omer Unpaid HGC advances 
f Forecosure expenses, if any 
The restructured loan under the Special Repayment Program shall be composed of two 
pants namely 
ТТ ‘Net interest-bearing portion: equivalent to 130% ofthe original loan amount, net 
of the downpayment 
Non-iterest bearing portion: the total outstanding obligation less condoned 
penalty. i any. minus the interest-bearing portion referred to in 1.2.1, unpaid 
[surance fees and other advances. interest-bearing portion is defined as Net 
interesibesrng porton plus downpayment? 
|. DOWNPAYMENT 
To assure thatthe ВО5 shall have a stake inthe restructuring process, he/she shall pay а 
minemum downpayment equivalent to at least ten percent (10%) ofthe interest bearing portion 
"of the restructured loan plus unpaid insurance premiums, taxes and legal expenses. if any. 
The downpayment may be amortized over the first two (2) years without interest. The unpaid 
MRI, re insurance premiums and really taxes advanced by ihe Corporation shall be amortized 
ver the revised repayment term without ineresl All foreclosure and Hgation expenses. И 
элу. shall be paid in КА upon approval of Ine application. 
In sódiion to the required downpayment. the BOSII shall pay tho processing fee equivalent lo 
eof the total restructured loan or P1,000.00 whichever is lower 
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CONDONABLE PENALTIES. 

the BOSI is efigible 1o avall imselfherse of he benefits under RA-8501 of March 8, 1998, 
the penaltes due on Ihe loan shall be condoned under the guidelines implementing the said 
Housing Loan and Condonation Act of 1998. in cese the ВОЗІ already availed himself 
herselt ol any of the Репану Condonaton Programs of Ino Corporation, the said ВОЗІ may 
Sill be eligble for this program but without the benefit of penal condonation anymore. 


TERMS OF THE RESTRUCTURED LOAN 

1 The restructured interest-bearing portion shall have а maximum repayment period of 
өеп (15) years or ihe remaining term ofthe original loan, whichever is longer, bearing 
the оппа! inierest rate pus applicable insurance premiums for Mortgage Redemption 
Insurance (MRI and Fire Insurance. 

12 The noninterest bearing portion shal be amortized in equal monthly payments alter the 
lapse ог ful setlement ofthe interest bearing portion for a maximum period of 5 years, 

the monthly scheduled peyment shall not be less than the monthly amortization 

ОГ he interest bearing portion. 

However, should the buyer reach 65 years old before the end of he term ofthe restructured 

loan, the BOSII may assign a co-borrower up lo the frst degree of consanguinity wih age not 

тоге inan sity fve (65) years old atthe end ofthe term. 


INSURANCES 
The ВО5й shall be required to obtain insurance coverage for: 


14 Mortgage Redemption Insurance (MRI) - ВОІ shall be covered by MRI based on the 

{otal resuctored loan upon approval of the HOMF YRT Insurance Pool or other insurers 
as may be designated by НОС, The Biling and Collection Division shall eflect the 
necessary adusiments. They shall fil in and submit a Medical Questionnaire о be 
provides by HGC. 
Fire end Alied Perle Insurance (FAP) > the existing coverage on the mortgage property 
Shall remain the same, unless the ВОЗІ opis to increase IL. In such a case, the BOSI 
mey secure additonal РАР! coverage from other insurers aside from GSIS, the insurer 
HEC 

13 Premium Payments — the premium due on MRI and FAPI may be paid annually or may 
be incorporated ın the monthly amortization of ihe total restructured loan, 

14 The cost ol the documentary stamps for the MRI coverage shall be borne by the BOSI. 


МИ. START OF NEW MONTHLY AMORTIZATIONS 


The start of the new monthly amortzations as contained in the Promissory Noto (PN) shall 
concd wih the next biling date ofthe original loan alter the oan has been restructured, 


1х. OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
1. Loan payment 
1л Monthly amortzations on the loan may be paid over the counter, through Land 
Bank - Commonwealth or New Capto! Estates and Sikatuna BLISS accounts - 
{if updated) or through any other collection system which HGC may adopt in the 
future. 
4.2. The monthly amortization shall be applied according to the following order of 
prontes: MRI ала Fre Insurance, Penalles/Surcharges, Delinquent interest, 
Interest and Pnncpal. 
И due dale falis on a non-working day, the monthly amortization shall be due on 
the frst working day aller due dale 
Delayed Payment 
Any delayed payment of the monthly amorizaion of the restructured oan shall be subject 
{o penay atthe rate consistent wi the provisions of the existing Contract to Sell or any 
‘other simiar agreements. 
Default 
‘An account shall be considered in default if Ihe unpaid amortzations of the restructured 
loan (кйеге beanng portion andlor non interest beanng portion) is equivalent to tae 
(S) monins ог more. in such cases, the account shall be mmediataly refered io the 
GC Legal Group or autnonzed collcton agent lor mediata instturon of foreclosure. 
proceedings or oiher legal remedies winout further need of тиеп demand or notice of 
pon 


X. AVAILMENT PROCEDURE 


1. The buyer shall fil out the Application for Special Repayment Program próvidod by 
Home Guaranty Corporaton, Biling and Collacton Division. 
2. The ronsed monthly amortization wil be bild on the subsequent month 


аз 


XL. LIMITATION IN AVAILMENT 


“Ths Special Repayment Program may be availed of only once during the repayment term of. 
the en. 


(воо GONZALO BENJAMIN A. BONGOLAN 
—— € ident 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Roputne o me Phngones 
Oy of Olongapo 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Consin! Sorvcos Onca, 27 Cay ah Complex 
Ти Far No 047.222.2009 
Woe: we congapoehy sex p 
Ema Oongacoü pti cet 


irm 


SALES 
ENGINEER (2) 


Industrial or Mechanical Engineer 
Graduate. 

Single, 27 -38 yrs oid; w/ 
experience in feedmiling and 
technical process; willing to travel 
Good communication / negotiation 
skills, hardworking 

Proactive, analytical, & computer 
literate 


SATURDAY, JULY 8, 2006 


NREA 
meet 
slated 


LEGISLATIVE BILLS 
proposing amend- 
ments to the 
respective laws which 
created four govern- 
ment housing 
agencies to 
strengthen their ca- 
pacity to address the 
country’s housing 
needs are among the 
highlights of the Mid- 
Year. Business 
Meeting of the Na- 
tional Real Estate 
Association, — Inc. 
(NREA), the one-stop 
trade organization, 


Republika ng Pilipinas 
Republie of the Philippines 
KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
PROCUREMENT SERVICE 
oom 08 Shot. stn Bog, DepED Conci Mona Avarua, Pasig Су 
pe] 
БА 
Vee ap fee ceo qi 
d 


DepED 


Call for Submission of Textbooks and Teacher's Manual 


Te Deane ol Easton rng insta ser шэл! ces d camo 
желу) ber коз P e тиле nana (Ve vr Muse А, 
"Жун акак a eam АРОН Fio от Wr тул лой note е n pl 
Т} кои ede те Seen Earn Dope ad poem Pate SEDE) 

Tha ca oes raconte a pre d contant evaluator, SEDP rer 1o buy Pe best 
sos d oris P рий cri evan wi a reasonable pce lr ar ре y e 
сютню ее Umi эл Sends M fS орел Schad тати 

M алида curis өй rte эл evn process n оз ld 

T. леш corgeren d сиге, одатан wd патчі копова 
\ 2 ю дш acoracy i acts эл ema, Hy cone, эла е 


Interested applicants must bring their Te түн в Ра four (Û ою cf covet evn өй bo aed and he toe (û) 


Transcript of Records, comprehensive. 
resumé with 2x2 picture at: 


CHIATUNG PHILS., INC. 


es ma Те por STG ming wi te cre Ө пулу The is оаа 
"e be recommended for ngotton г he rye le cyt auboreaon ке al 
od sow SEDP о prt эла debui ю ш т прет uoo патики, едо 
Sl as esum п сме тее в ol one He Par quls 


Рали а po эл eran le cl oy Peusni pesos (0007 och sel ol 


on July 31, (Mon), 6 
pam. at Club Filipino 
їп Greenhills, San 
Juan, Metro Manila, 


Rep. Eduardo C. 
Zialcita, chair of the 
Congressional Com- 
mittee on Housing 
and Urban Develo; 
ment, and one of the 
principal authors of 
the four amendatory 
bills, will discuss thet 
salient features pro- 
posing changes to the 
charters of the Na- 
tional Housing 
Authority (ЫНА), 
Housing & Land Use 
Regulatory Board 
(HLURB), Home 
Guaranty Corp. 
(HGC) and the Na- 
Чопа! Home 
Mortgage Finance 
Corp. (NHMFC), it 
was announced by 
engineer Raphael б. 
Baylon, NREA vice 
president and the 
event organizer. 

The mid-year as- 
sembly will also give 
recognition to past 
and present member- 
officers of the 
‘Association, including 
the fist four who re- 
семей their academic 
degrees, as "Doctors 
ot ойу, 
namely, architect 
Nathaniel уоп 
Einsiedel; former 
Congressman Dante 
V. "Liban; Кер. 
Eduardo C. Zialcita; 
and engineer 
Reynaldo A. Carpio, 
Baylon added. 

Assisting in the 
preparations аге 
Andy Mafalac, pro- 
fessor Jun Garing, 
Marissa del Mar, 
Gilda Lim, Jesse 
Rebustillo, Veronica 
Lim, Үш Malicse, 
Ferdy Hernandez, 
Caloy Tumpalan, Jojo 
Tolentino, Lou Ferrer, 
Axel Aguirre, Flavio 
Calma, Henson Ama, 
Adel de Guzman, Ben 
Casimiro, Danny 
Santiago and Malou 
Doles. 


^^ Unit 174 17/F The Columbia Tower, 
Ortigas Avenue, Mandaluyong City 
Ета! add: 
reerultment_sll@yahoo.com.ph 
Pls. look for Ms. Cora 


еә en eters merus Te esto oe илл wl а usd tay prat 
© ncs шм. varaporaton, and toad эле dg d eiua may be pad efe 
adc marges dec atten 1e EDED MDS Acci No LSP 87200748 Payment 
"ust te mace и ре DepED Cash Oval, it Fo, Аза Bug IL DepED Congr. 
Meno деле Pasg С. 

The MAPEH Tis nd Tt hod be sued io ho DoD Proce Sedze PS] 
э эһ Боо Мами Dolore DepED Compier, Meralco Arena, Pas Cty saring Ay 31 
$206 ba па ш hon Augie û 2006 оп 820 am o 50р. 

certo get кй cory d Po загі Congoiercies and Ре Teak Cal ule 
tng a баж cones do © во DepED АЗ излер Ад 10. 208 For mom ator, 
еше comua ма Desy O. зли а Me Меле Валара и S34 054 or 831-8204. 

Fer you кёштәйоп and guana. 


Басат г 
Кк сс gn 
(COMPLETE SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITES 
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Катта 
ETT 


ANew Company specteng in 
КАССА 
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT 
Must бе в Cited Pubis Accountant 
A loas 5 ys suporvisory experience 


EDITION TECHNICIANS 
revient In potossionl woo eating 
Communication Are. LT. or Advising graduato 
Maio, rot more nan 30 js oid 


MAINTENANCE ENGINEER 


2:3 yrs exporience in equipment instalation & 


(Sod) ау. CAMLO MIGUEL н. MONTES 
ошл! Sac ad ВАС Chowprson 


'BUY*SELLPAWN 


Commercial Area 1001 sqm 
#107 Connecticut St. 
Greenhills NE 
Aldrin 0918-9392979 
www-propertyprovidergroup.com 


CREATIVE MEDIA PLANNER 
restive, ability to sequence various vidos 
ревела 

Fore, Mate Communication or Advertising 
Я 
Кт 
Frosh Groves may app 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 
MaisFendo, 1-2 уз erpeconca. 


Markeing, Mass Commoneation, Advertising 
(pacuate GF теши coursa 


ES 
cran ASS & 


For as Low as P10,045 2 month 
вын RENG. 71-8318 + 814-2175 © 227-2309 


ибти your resume wi 2x2 photo, Transcript ot 
Records Employment Cercle: а NBI Clearance 
Unit 174 - 17/F Columbia Tower, 
Ortigas Ave., Mandaluyong City 
Email: fecrultment_sil@ yahoo.com.ph 
Pls. look for Ms. Cora 


Tio Deebyment Forte Realty 


HITE PLANS LOTS 


15% Downpayment 
Upto 12 Years topay 
CALL NOW! 


CEN 


NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 
In conptanca wh Scien 5 а арин Act SOUS. э Nance 
le hereby served о iha pube al PAULE TTE L GOLEZ 
as ed wetn he Оов s Peon For Change Ft Name 
fron PAULITA ю PAULETTE m we Catia of ле бип 
of PAULITA DIAZ LLORICO bearing Rega No. 2219 
10-70) who was borm on NOVEMBER 2i, 1970 at 
SAMPALOC, MANILA, PHILS. and whose parents are 
VICENTE ALBANALLORCO and AMPARO DACUTAN DAZ. 
Doy porson adversely ададе b o sa pte пау e 
affer writen opposto at ie otica поп iater han. 


LEADERSHIP TURNOVER 
The IAME and Associates Toastmasters Club, headed by 
president Dr. Reynaldo A. Carpio, CTM, (president of Grand 
Monaco Estate Developers) had formally turnover the club 

stration to the incoming president Dr. Nerza A. Rebustes, 

sion chief of Bureau of Customs-NAIA). Witnessing the 

turnover ceremony of the symbolic gavel are division head 
governor Dr. Renato б. Josef, ATM-G (medical services and benefits 
manager of ON Semiconductor) and VP-Education Dr. Voltaire В. 
Victoria, CTM (sales and business development manager of 
MEDICard Philippines), held recently at the International Academy 
of Management and Economics, Makati City. 


‘WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
кзз HERS Witch Conte 
GoleCrest Bigs. 
Giorietta-2 
вывез эзли! 


(S98) TERESTAU. IACONLE. TAI 


paja in CITY CIL REGISTRAR 


n loving memory 
on the 
3rd Death Anniversary of 


REMEDIOS "Mamsie" 


zi 7 


È Renato M. Mangubat * 


On Thursday, 06 July 2006. Renato Mangubat of Dasmariñas, 
Cavite, loving husband, doting father and grandfather, passed away at 
the age of 70. Rene will be forever remembered by his wife, Long, 


Pescefully joined our Creator 
on July 6, 2006 at the age of 77. 


She is survived by sister-in-law 


his children and their spouses: Eileen & Gerro, Mia & Jojit, Ivi, 
Ronnie, Lala & Chiqui and his grandchildren, Kalel, Milky, Denise, 
Alex, Bea, Joaquin & Juami. Rene will be sorely missed by his 
relatives, extended family and dear friends. 


Rene’s wake will be held at their home in Dasmariñas, Cavite where daily 
masses will be offered. A burial mass will be celebrated at the Immaculate 
‘Conception Parish Church in Dasmarifias at 9 o'clock in the morning of 
“Tuesday, 11 July 2006. His remains will then be put to rest at the 
Dasmariñas Municipal Cemetery. 


> 
Y Contacts: 046 4163469 .. Eileen 09178065941 . Lal 0917 8424180 
ricis 


Lourdes; brother Leopoldo, 
nephews, nieces and 
grandchildren. 
Her remains lie in state at La 
Funeraria Paz, Araneta Ave., 
Quezon City. 
Cremation will be on Sunday, 
July 9, 2006, 12:30 PM at 
Paz Crematory. 


Our 


e Message of Thanks X 


We, the family of the late 


GLORIA DOMINGO MANALO 


who passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on June 27, 2006 


Died in 


Her loving children Joyce 
Maye, nephews, 
pious readers to pray for 
Her remains ein siate at 
Ave., Quezon City. 


wish to express our heartfelt gratitude and sincerest 
appreciation to all those who offered masses and 

prayers, sent flowers and messages of sympathy and 

who in countless ways, condoled with and comforted 


ur hour of bereavement, 
e us in our hour of bereavement. yp 


1 


‘Amado Cansk; grandchildren Cecca, 


Interment will be on Sunday, July 9, 2006 at the Holy 
Cross Memorial Park, Novaliches, Quezon City ater. 
the 8:00 xm. funeral Mass. 


Dearly Beloved 


LEONITA BAGALAWIS CAASI 


the Grace of our Lord 


on July 4, 2006 at the age of 85 


& Edgar Esguerra, Melba & Jo Sunga, 
кеу, CJ. Bryan, Mas 


eces & other relatives and frends request the 


"he ciemal repose of her soul. 
Arlington Memorial Chapels, О. Araneta 


More Classified Ad: 
Home Guaranty on page B4 


EU 


JOTA LARA 


(May 3, 1927 - July 8, 2003) 


Holy Masses will be offered today, 
July 8, 2006 at: 


St. James the Great Parish Church 
Our Lady of Grace Parish Church 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary Parish 
San Sebastian Parish Church 


4:30 p.m 
6:00 p.m 
6:30 p.m. 
7:00 

6:00 p.m. 
6:45 алп. 
9:30 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. 


Shrine of Our Mother of Perpetual Нар... 


Malate Catholic Church... 
Please remember Mommy Mamsie in your prayers. ў 


کو 


Tee e 


An obituary with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 


Inquirer OBITUARIES 
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ay 


Always caring. 
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PREN OBIT 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY — REQUIEMS 


SATURDAY, JULY 8, 2006 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


People, Events ez Products 
SE 


E-mail: pr. pepinqurercom ph 
acsoinoraonquirorcom ph 


Editor Aries Espinosa 


Beat the high 


cost of cure 


with GSK’s Value Health program 


MILLIONS OF FILIPINOS ARE AF- 
flicted with common ailments and 
medical conditions everyday. Now, 
Filipinos can stop suffering from such 
health problems and, even from the 
high cost of medicines. 
‘GlaxoSmithKline, the internation- 
al research-based pharmaceutical 
company, offers affordable yet high- 
quality and reliable medicine under 
the Value Health program, Essential 
antibiotics like co-trimoxazole and 
amoxicillin, cefaclor, erythromycin 
and cephalexin and other medication 
for common ailments such as Am- 


infections. 


UE CONFERS DR. LU WITH DOCTORATE DEGREE 
‘Commissioner Nenalyn Defensor of mites of China's National People’s 
the Commission on Higher Education Congress, Or. Lu was in Manila re- 
(CHED) dons the cademi¢ cap on Lu cantly to foster closer cultural and 
hangong (center) upon his conter- economic ties between Fujan and the 
‘ment ofan honorary doctorate degree Philippines. Also present during the 
Inthe Humanities by the University ог conferment rites are (rom left UE 
the East (UE) in Manila. Secretary of president Dr. Ester Garcia; UE hon- 
Fujian's Provincial Party Committee orary chairman Dr. Lucio C. Tar; and 
and chair ofthe Fulan Standing Com- ЦЕ chair and CEO PO Domingo. 


CHILDHOOD TB IN THE PHILIPPINES F~ 

Papa, Pediatrica псе Defeat Childhood TB — | 

Movement and the DOH have all joined forces P 

in putting up a TB diagnosis and treatment pro- 

gram for children to complement the govern- 

ment's current adult TB program. The program 

has been going on for more than a year now 

and has since been able to train and produce 

Quality healthcare workers educated on the 

BOTS. With the efforts of these concerned groups in recognizing and 
putting focus on this deadly disease, eliminating childhood T8 in the 
Philippines is not too far away. Seen in the picture is Papa president Dr. 
Jocelyn Franco gracing the end of project presentation in Pampanga. 


UNILAB TURNS OVER DONATION FOR LEYTE VICTIMS 
United Laboratories nc (Unilab), the 
‘countrys leading pharmaceutical com- 
pany, recently turned over to ABS-CBN 
Sagip Kapamilya Foundation the dona- 
tion of Unilab Employees for the on- 
going re operations for aficied 
families in the recent Leyte fashllood. 
Unilab Employees Council (EC) spear- 
headed the donations campaign 
among Unilab employees that gath- 
ered assorted clothes, rice, canned 
‘goods, and other food tems. Ven. 
Agham (extreme let), executive direc- 
tor of Sagip Kapamilya Foundation re- 
семей the donation from Unilab 33rd 
Employees Council (EC) chair Atay Co 
(extreme righi). With them are EC pre- 


MDH GETS NOD 


FROM DOT 

Mania Doctors Hospital 

(MDH), Manila pre- 

miere's healthcare insti- 

tution was recently ac- 

credited by the Depart- 

ment of Tourism (DOT), 

further enhancing ts 

reputation as one ofthe 

top healthcare destina- 

tions in Manila. The ISO 

certified hospital has long enjoyed the 
patronage of foreigners, as well as ba- 
Fxbayans, who come to seek asi 
tance with regard to health concerns. 
МОН is an ideal place not only be- 
cause of its excellent doctors and 
world class service but also due to the 
amenities he surrounding area pro- 
vides. МОН is easily accessible via 
Roxas Blvd. from the роп. ight 
beside МОН is a hotel, just one at the 
thirty hotel establishments, wherein a 
Visitor can stay Several food estab- 


ND арапша 
siting officers oe able and Dale 
Baes. Tris itane is consistent win 
Unas commitment to reach out lo 
tms of пакла cames by tap- 
ping on s sable resources and on 
employees’ spirt vourteersm. 


ıshments, trom fast food to fine din- 
ing. are within reach. A huge shopping 
mal, located a block away may pro- 
vide transients with a piace to shop for. 
personal needs or watch a movie. The 
Us Embassy is aiso located just down 
UN Avenue. Photo shows, MOH presi 
dent Aniceto M. Sobrepeia receling 
he plaque from DOT Assistant Secre- 
tary Eduardo Jarque, Jr With tem. 
are, from left, Dc Rex M. Mendoza, 
OIC and administrative director and 
Dr. Dante Morales, medical director. 


SUPERFERRY EXPANDS DISTRIBUTION NETWORIC 
Superferry recently part- тетет x erewa 
feiern [ 

corporation, JC Spice, to 
become one ofthe many 

household names linked 

‘withthe mult-levelcom- 

pany to serve a targeted 

mariot JC Spice, with 

"ls 80,000-strong mem- 

bers nationwide, Is now 

‘rtie to soli Superfer- 

sy ket, corroborating 

the leading shipping 

companys avaabiity 

and accescbbity Super- 

Ferry ока are also ауайаме through 
is over 300 branches nationwide, 
through E-ticket (www superter- 
rytom ph) and through the hating, 
528-7000. Apart rom expanding ts 
distribution network, Superferry part- 
nerad with JC Spice to highight is 
biggest ravel bargain of the year, fhe- 


Mega Tipid Trip Promo, which slashes 
‘ates up to 50 percent Shown in photo 
are, rom lott: VP lor channels Sharyn 
<Joacobson; AVP or Sales and market- 
ing Andrew Deyto; JC Spice president 
‘and CEO Joey Castro: business dovei- 
‘opment director Dina Castro and wrea- 
surer Julie Rose Delensor. 


brolex (ambroxol), Zantac75 (raniti- 
dine), Calpol (paracetamol), the 
leading asthma brand of salbutamol, 
and rifampicin are made more afford- 
able by as much as 34 percent under 
the ValueHealth program. Find im- 
mediate and affordable relief from 
frequent ailments such as coughs, hy- 
peracidity, flu, asthma and bacterial 


Originally launched in 2004, Value 
Health is the only program by a multi- 
national pharmaceutical company 
that offers significant price reduction 
for some of its original branded 


medicines. Из products are made 
available with cost savings of up to 34 
percent for patients, placing it among 
the most competitively priced 
medicines in the market. 

With Value Health, patients get a 
lot of savings on their budget. No 
longer will the cost of medicines stop 
Filipinos from living a full and 
healthy life. Trusted, original, brand- 
ей medicine from GlaxoSmithKline is 
mow within reach with the Value 
Health seal of economy and quality. 

Consult a doctor about GSK Value. 
Health 


SIFECHAMPION 

Dx Ramon Ricardo 

Roque, Caso, Deputy 

Secretary Genera of the 

House of Representa- 

tives was recently recog- 

‘ized as Champion of 

Students in Free Emer- 

pris (Ste) Philippines, 

an honor given to indi- 

viduals who made signit- 

icant contributions to- 

wards the realization of 

Эз mission of provid- 

ing college and university 

students the best oppor- 

{unity to make a ditlerence nd to develop leadership, 
teamwork and communication sills through keam- 
ing, practicing and teaching the principles of ree en- 
terprise. Dr Roque was recognized for his exemplary 
dedication to Sile Phisppines and for creating sustain- 
азу to the organization as char of ts national board 
of directors. fe Philippines president Dc Robert 
Galindez, Sle Asia Regional vice president and man- 


aging director Denis Le and Sife word program di- 
recor Morgan Clevenger presented the award to Dr. 
Roque during the 2006 Опіемег іе Philippines Na- 
tional Exposition held at Bayview Park Hotel. The 51е. 
team from the Mariano Marcos State University won. 
‘he grand prize in the National Exposition and earned 
the right to represent the Philippines in the 2006 Sile 
"Wort Cup to be hei this September in Paris, France; 


Р \roducl Fines 


Edifier i-F330: The perfect iPod speaker 
GEAR UP TO A WHOLE NEW AUDIO EXPERIENCE 

wih Eder F330. the latest n Ese’ Ine of 

Tigh performance speakers meant or portable Is- 

tering Certes and specia designed for a wide 

Tange ol Pod models The speaker i perc or 

Tist century nomads who doesnt want to miss out 

n amazing audio. The battery compartment, wich 

(ses АА tanarias, can last for 45 ssi hours. 

Don't be fooled by ihe sleek inimalst ook as tis 

темме ets cut beau highs wi rich mid-range 

and bass. t comes out clear and pure in this fld- 

able entertainment gadget that you can сапу any- 

Where you want Handing is easy as comes йл a 

‘ston made pouch bag iPod obsessed Indias who appreciate elegant 
icoks ih high quaity sound would Бе happy to know that F330 has a bult in 
iPod docking P aso recharges the Pd and Has Video Output support for 
iPod Veo. Bundled wih Neodymium drive: Natural Bass technology for en- 
areal bass, Cass D ampie and addtional з түт stereo input for oiher au- 
o sources. 170 5 equipped wih al he essentais. The Exar -F330 Б 
ratala atl таг dealers. Ls сау бойле by Barbros Commercial 
nc. For detas, cal 727-3009 or ist wen babros ph. 


‘Tote expands its Nexus Bath Collection 
FURTHER INCREASING SELEC- = = 
ton within the graceful Nexus ath 

Collection, Toto introduces three 
mew elements a lavatory avalable 
as pedestal or vessel, a lavatory 
faucet and а tub faucet. Offering the 
elemental beauty ot deep soaking 
pools found in secluded natural 
Spas the word over, the Nexus 
product ine appeal to consumers 
forthe loveless of ts natural elip- 
ical design. high performance tech- 
nology and instalation ease. To- 
Gays homeowners are converting 
тег homes to f ther estes, 
and the bath has become a larger 
Space hat serves asa personaly 
customized home rereat where 


style and harmony are paramount. 
For todays molt-purposed bath 

space, the newly expanded Nexus 
Bath Collection provides the height 
‘of beauty, luxury and performance. 


Your personalized home recording 

YOUR PERSONALIZED HOME RECORDING 1S 

sta chip away. Wah the WOW Recording Chip 

you can record yours singing in the comiorts ot 

Your поте The WOW Recording Chip is an acoes- 

Sory tat makes it possible to record on your WOW 

Mabuhay and WOW Festa videoke microphones. 

Weh a WOW Mabuhay microphone your record- 

ings canbe downloaded into your computer and converted into wave format. 
Wl the use о! your favor program you can make audio CDs, or ransiorm 
the recordings into MP2s. Once you have downloaded your recordings, YOU 
tonessiy erase it from the recording chip, and start recording again. The 
‘cording chip в also compatible wiih the WOW Festa microphone, but with- 
йге downloading feature. WOW Recording Chip в exciusiveiy distributed 
УМА Му Enterprises/G2K Corp. Avañabie at al branches ol Abenson, 
oysse, Aerovsion. Automatic Center and other leading applance, musie 
and video stores nationwide. For more information, cal! 362-6479, 3619450 
34722-5527 or visit тей webstie at waw wowmmagicsing. com. 


The best preparation for school 
ACHLDS ABILITY TO ENJOY ALL 

the benefis of being in school is de- 
pendent on his heath, both physical 
and mental Moms are weil advised 
то оок into ng ber cien he 
best possible support for their body 
and mind. A wel tlanced and com- 
ete diet hroughout he day inut- 
fg a heaty гай ensures your 
idis gering те nutriton his grow- 
Ing body requires. Adequate rest and 
‘Seep are important as wel You can 
also heb support his physical and 
mental growth by giving him supple- 
meris containing nurents found in 
nature. Memory Pus Syrup s a daly 
Supplement thal you can give your 
civ chien as they aust тоа 
‘ew academic year and to new зев 
‘of pressures and cratenges in 
School Memory Pus Б natural and 
ieee, made rom tour power 


French syrup Monin enters RP market 
GET HOLD OF THE NEWEST DRINK TO INVADE 

the Philippine market. Monin a kading protes- 5 
‘Sonal syrup maker is fray here wth more 
изе vor that would saty your laste bus. 

Monin flavored syrup is perfect for coffee, 

desserts, hot and child drink granitas. or 

gourmet dessert toppings. I wit аба а dierent 

Tavor tothe usual drink: Monins originated in 

France in 1912 and has been distributed in over 

"OD countries. Monin is known o be a provider of 


топа, Lectin and DHA (Omega 
З) Start your child every moming 
wh a dose of Memory Plus and give 
Фит the best preparation for school 
Memory Pus Syrups are avatabie 
nationwide тай Mercury Drug and 
SM Watsons оше. 
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NEW APPOINTEES TO PRB-CB TAKE OATH 

Professional Regulation Commission oath of office. They are the first Chai 
(PRC) Commissioners Renato В. and members o the Professional Reg- 
Valdecantos, Avelina A Dela Rea and чаюу Board for Customs Brokers _ 
Chair Leonor Tripon Rosero swear in who have been appointed by President 
тему appointed members of the Pro- Gloria Macapagal Arroyo pursuant to 
fessional Regulatory Board for Cus- Sec. 5 of RA 9280 otherwise known 3s 
toms Brokers (3rd from lef) Ferd- the Customs Brokers Act of 2004, The 
пала A. Nague and SiveroF Monta — Customs Brokers Licensure Examin- 
bo. Also shown is new Chair Con- tions this year are set on Oct 10, 11 = 
statino Calica, who earlier look his and 12 in Manila and Cebu. 


HARVARD BUSINESS SCHOOL PRESS LAUNCH 
The Harvard Business 3 = 
‘School Press boutique 
located in National 
Book Store Glorietta 
Branch in Makati City 
was formally launched 
оп May 19. National 
Bookstore joins the 
prestigious ranks of 45 
carefully selected 
bookstores featuring 
the Harvard Business 
School Press Boutique 
found in countries Я 
across Asia, North America and Eu- 
торе. McGraw-Hill Education Philip- 
pines is the exclusive distributor of 
Harvard Business School Press in 
Asia. Shown during the launch at 
the National Book Store, Glorietta 
branch (from left Rey Elbo of the 
Manila Times, National Book Store's 
general manager and founder - 50- 


TU 


сото Ramos, Dante Velasco of the 
Philippine Dally Inquirer, Trina Alin- 
dogan of National Book Store Glori- 
etta, vice president of corporate 
communications of Manila North 
‘Toliways Corp Marlene Ochoa, Stela 
Suyat of McGraw-Hil, Odessa Gac- 
‘son of McGraw-Hill and Cai Gual- 
berto of National Book Store. 


ANIMALAND'S ‘KITTY FOR MOM’ WINNERS 

‘Animalian, the do-it-yourself stufled dela Torre ol Animaland) ol San Jua 
‘imal store recently awarded the wonthe Dita Sandico-Ong designer y 
ity For Mom’ designer Kites to the Kitty and Ruth Vera of Eastern Place з 
following winners: Melanie Facriguela Salcedo Vilage Makati won the Fred 
(inlet photo with her kids and Мйуп erick Peralta-designe kity. Anima- 
Reyes of Animaland) of TwinvileSub- tand has branches in Shangri-La Mall 
vision, Marikina won the JC Buen- Ortigas, Powerplant Mall Rockwell 
‘da-designed Kity. Jessica Cruz (п Eastwood City Libis, Alabang Town- 
fight photo with her Kids and Rose center and Toy Kingdom Mall of Asiar 


The New York Times names 
Smirnoff Vodka no. 1 i 


SMIRNOFF HAS SOLIDIFIED ITS 
position as the world’s leading 
premium vodka, named as the fa- 
wore among 21 brands and 
eclipsing rivals including Ketel 
‘One, Grey Goose and Belvedere. 

A blind taste test conducted by 
‘The New York Times that included 
а diverse panel of spirits experts 
characterized the best-selling vod- 
ka as "pure, clean and ultra 
smooth, with pleasing texture and 
classic vodka aroma.” The panel 
tested vodkas from countries in- 
cluding Poland, the United States, 
the Netherlands and Estonia. 

"We're proud of this recognition 
as it validates what we've known 
ай along about the smooth, premi- 
wm quality of Smirnoff,” said 
James Thompson, president of 
global marketing for Smimoll. 
"Consumers worldwide know and 
trust that crisp, classic taste. I's no 
surprise Smimoff is the best-sell- 
ing premium vodka in the world." 


Owned by Diageo, the indusov 
leader in promoting responsibi 
drinking, the Smirnoff brand has э 
heritage that dates back to the 
29th century. Smimoff describe 
by Eric Asimov of The New York 
‘Times as containing "smooth neu 
сау and pleasing texture,” was 
also recognized with a gold medal 
їл the 2003 San Francisco World 
Spirits Competition. 

Smimoff has always been 
known for premium quality vod 
ka, Today, Smirnoff is the worlds 
leading premium vodka brand, 
with distribution in 130 countries 
and a number of innovative prod- 
таз, including Smirnoff Tee, the 
world's leading ready-to-drink al- 
cohol beverage, launched in 1999, 
and Smirnoff Twist favored vod: 
kas. For more information about 
the Smirnoff brand, visit its webs 
site, wwwsmimoff.com. Celebratt 
ing life, every day, everywhere, te; 
sponsily. 
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Thai Way of Life, En 
The Dusit Cook Book `+ u^ 


“THAI WAY OF LIFE, THE DUSIT COOK 
Book’ is the latest project of the Dusit Group's 
founder and honorary chairperson, Thanpuy- 
ing Chanut Piyaoui. This coffeetable book 
presents popular Thai recipes set out clearly 
and colorfully in the context of Thai culture. 
‘The book is part of the Dusit Group's continu- 
ing mission to promote the charm of Thai hos- 
pitaliy to the world. 

Thai cuisine is often the first aspect of its 
culture. And its presence is felt overseas, in 
the plethora of Thai restaurants that have be- 
come popular in so many countries. In the 
Philippines, it has been notably expressed in 
Dusit Hotel Nikko's famed Thai restaurant, 
Benjarong. 

‘Benjarong із the flagship Thai restaurant of 
the Dusit Group that was introduced in all its 
properties worldwide. Benjarong, meaning 
"five colours,” is the name of the unique Thai 
porcelain traditionally used in the Siamese 
palaces for auspicious festivities and royal oc- 
casions. The palaces of the nobility is the 
repository of the Royal Thai cuisine, where 
the selection, preparation and serving of food 
was elevated to a high art. Refinement, skill, 
inventiveness and adherence to firmly de- 
fined rules of taste are the hallmarks of the 
Royal Thai cuisine and the tradition has been 


continued at Benjarong. 

An appetizing cof- 
feetable book of 152 
pages with a refreshing 
Cover- a trio of golden 
brown, noodle-wrapped 
prawns, a pale green 
leaf, а pair of red-bronze 
drei chilies, amd а 
sparkle of gold leaf. The 
contents follow a clear 
progression of Thai food 
culture illustrated signifi- 
cantiy by a full-page photo- 
graph of a benjarong bowl with 
its lid removed to reveal fluffy, 
white grains of rice. 

‘The book then takes you to the re- 
gions of Thailand with characteristic 
recipes from each, beginning with 
Bangkok and the Central Plains, the capital 
cities Sukhothai, Ayutthaya and Bangkok, the 
palace cuisine and the Chinese influence. The 
recipes, 21 in this section, are illustrated with 
full page, larger than life photographs of de- 
tailed clarity on one page. On the opposite 
page are clear preparation and serving in- 
structions with the ingredients listed in a box 
on the left side of the page, and some useful 


July is ‘Heart and Seoul’ а at Waterfront 


KOREAN CUISINE 15 THE 

traditional food of Korea. 

From the complex Korean roy- 

al our cuisine го regional 

specialties to modem fusion 

cuisine, the ingredients and 

preparation are richly varied, 

and many dishes are becoming 
internationally popular. Based 

largely on rice, vegetables, 

meats and tofu (dubu in Kore- 

ап), traditional Korean meals 

are notable for the number of 

side dishes (banchan) that ac- 

company the ubiquitous 
steam-cooked short-grain rice, soup, and kim- 
chi (fermented, spicy vegetable banchan, 
most commonly cabbage, radish or cucum- 
ber). Every meal is accompanied by numer- 
ous banchan. 

Some of these traditional royal cuisines, 
which can cost as much as USS250 per person 
excluding drinks, include serving by exclusive 
waiters and can be found at high-end restau- 
rants in select locations within the city of Seoul. 
Imperial cuisine has received а recent boost in 
popularity, due to Dae Jang Geum, a Korean 
Television drama very popular in many pans of 
Asia, about a humble giri becoming the royal 
head chef during the Joseon period. 

Tn many aspects Korean cuisine is а combi- 
mation of Japanese and Chinese techniques in 
preparing food. If compared to Japanese cui- 
sine, it relies less on fish and seafood; if com- 
pared to Chinese, it relies less on oil. 

“The staple food of course is rice (bap). Rice 
noodles (chapche) and bean curd (duboo) 
are common starch substitutes or additions. 
Korean foods tend to be spicier than either 
Japanese or Chinese dishes. The hotness 
omes chiefly from chili. Other common 
spices are sesame and ginger. Most peculiar. 


about Korean cuisine, howev- 
er, is its way of pickling in- 
stead of cooking vegetables. 
Pickled vegetables in Korean 
va À is kimchi, a term anyone visi 
ing Korean restaurants 
Š lear fasc. Literally kimchi is 
just the word for vegetables; 
but pickling is so predominant 
that even for the Koreans, 
kimchi also means picked 
eee 
the preparation fitis other 
than pickled. Koreans are like- 
ly to eat pickled vegetables ev- 
егу day of the year, commonly for breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner. in the cold Korean winter 
kimchi can last for many months. However, in 
the tropical Thai climate, kimchi should be 
and is prepared only several days before con- 
sumption. The pickling process takes about 
12 to 14 hours. Almost all available vegeta- 
bles can be pickled but the most common in 
Korea are cabbage, turnip, and cucumber. The. 
seasoning is chili, garlic, onion, ginger, oyster. 
sauce, fish sauce, and salt. During the fer- 
menting process the vegetables loose much of 
their natural flavor and instead adopt the fia- 
vor of the seasoning. The difference in tex- 
ture, however, is enhanced 
Taste the unforgettable, many flavors of 
Korea all Sundays of July in Uno, in ‘Heart 
and Seoul’, a special Sunday Lunch and Din- 
ner Buffet, t P750 per person. Uno, located 
at the Hotel's Lobby Level, is open from 5:30 
a.m. to 11 p.m. with a daily breakfast buffet 
from 5:30 am. to 10:30 a.m., lunch buffet 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and dinner buf- 
fet from 6 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. For inquiries 
and reservations, one may call tel. no. 232- 
6888 (local 8604 and 8201) or Manila Sales 
and Reservations office at (02) 687-0888. 
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chefs tips added at the bottom. 

“The Thai Way of Life, The Dusit Cook 
Book" is priced at P1,950. The book is avail- 
able for sale at Benjarong and the Deli Shop, 
located at the mezzanine level and lobby level 
respectively of Dusit Hotel Nikko, Ayala Cen- 
ter, Makati City. For inquiries, please call the. 
Hotel at 867-3333, 


Barbi @ The Bellevue 
Hotel's 20/20 


THE BELLEVUE HOTEL, WHERE FOODIES 


rainy days and cold 
nights. Available 
until July 31. 

The search for 
the шшш 
videoke singing star 

ends at The Bellevue Hotel on July for The 
Bellevue Idol Grand Finals. Monthly winners 
of the weekly singing contest square off for a 
chance to win over P100,000 worth of prizes, 
including a Boracay holiday and a stint asthe 
eene Mice ptc ма nis 
supreme! Sponsored by Fairways & Bluewa- 
ter Resort Golf & County Club, Perfect 
Rigs itary Copraton and Aan 


Spirit. 

‘Catch one of the hottest musical acts, Bar- 
bi Almalbis, live at southern Metro Manila's 
most happenin’ hotspot — The Bellevue Ho- 
tel. On July 15, grab the chance to get up 
close and personal with this shining pop star, 
sing along to her hits and other favorite 
tunes. P350 gets you in with one round of 
standard drink Entertainment stars at 9 
pan. with seating on a first come first served 
basis. For inquires, call 771-8181. 


People, Events Products 


LILIA VENGCO, FORMER PRINCI- 
pal ot La Sale Greerhils, pioneering 
principal of De La Sale Cantubang, 
former member ofthe De La Sale 
Zobel board of directors, and PAAS- 
CU chair, is one of the speakers at 
"he AHEAD Professional Networks. 
(AHEADPRO) Leadership Strategies 
for School Managers (LESSM) on 
July 7 and Bat La Sale Greenhills 
lecture hal. Véngco states, “There 
are teachers who show potential ot 
‘becoming principals or school ad- 
ministrators, but may eher have in- 
adequate knowledge or siais, or 
may lack пае leadership qualites 


Wave 89.1. 


The key to successful schools 


to strengthen confidence and com- 
petenco. They wil be guided to re- 
ect analyze and appraise their abli- 


0036 or 0917-8911187, e-malin- 
Togaheadph com, or visit our web 
Sho at wwwaheadph com. LESSM. 
та aiso be conducted in key cies 
‘such as Quezon City, Baguio, Cebu 
‘and Davao. LESSM s brought to 

you by Раррее Daly inquirer and 
Ratio Partners nc: 995 RT, 1035 
Кале, Magic 89.9, Jam 88.3 and 


These 


and Disneyland. 


you're not excited yet, пу this for 
жапе. For the 1st prize, two lucky 
guys can win round.rip tickets for 
wo to the USA. Well, your guess is 
right! ЕЗ These are round-rip tickets 
10 two of the most exciting places on 
this planet, the jaw-dropping and 
‘awe-inspiring Universal Studios, and 
to the young and young-at-hearts 
number one favorite, Disneyland. 

prizes come packed with 4 
days, 3-nights hotel accommodation 
and whole day long fun, adventure, 
and excitement at Universal Studios 


For the other major prizes, three. 
lucky individuals get to bring home 
one Acer TravelMate 3022WTMi 
Pearl White “White Angel" note- 
books each for the 2nd prize that he 


350 ways to enjoy life from Acer 


ВАМІ SUMMERS JUST ENDED, BUT 
not with Acer Philippines, Inc. For 
them, summer is just saring, and its 
sil scorching hot at this time of he 
yea wih prizes galore that’ sure to 
tickle everybodys brains with delight. 
Well, at least for the next rwo months. 

Aer Philippines, Ик. inroduces їз 
"Win with Acer - Enjoy Ше Promo" 
where every purchase of an Acer noe- 
book computer ог deskop gives cus- 
tomers the chance to win exciting 


can show off to friends, office mates, 
and family members. Ten winners, 
onthe other hand, will win Sony Er 
lesson WSSOi mobile phones for the 
3rd prize, while 15 lucky customers 
‘can win Canon Powershot A430 dig: 
ital cameras and 20 can win 1GB 
iPod nano MP3 players for the 4th 
and Sth prizes, respectively. 

But don't feel bad if you don't get 
any of the majors, since 300 other 
individuals can take home Imation 
512MB Swivel Pro Hash Drives! 

So how do you get these fun and 
exhilarating rewards? les simple. 
Buy any Acer product, that means 
either а notebook computer or a 
desktop thats pre-loaded with 
genuine Windows operating sys 
tem from June 1 to July 31, 2006 at 
any participating Acer reseller na 
tonwide and you get the chance to 
bag these goodies. 

To join, just log on at wwwac- 
cccomphand fil out the customer in 
formation registration page. Each Ac 
er product purchased is equivalent to 
1 electronic raffle entry. Raffle draw 
will be held on August 10, 2006 at the 
Acer Philippines, Inc. head office, lo 
‘ated ar Unit 3401, 34th floor, PBCom 
"Tower, Ayala Avenue cor: VA. Rufino 
Sis, Makati Ciy. 
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Coping and livin 
with diabete 


By Charles E. Buban 


S A YOUNG MOTHER, 
Cathy Santillan 
thought her 7-year-old 

Son's excessive water drinking 

and lethargy was just part of 

his growing up. After all, 

Miguel’s regular checkup 

yielded nothing significant 

and in fact was advised to just 
take more vitamins. 

“Tt was only after a friend, who noticed 
Miguel geting thinner and thinner, told 
us to have his blood sugar checked that 
things got clearer As soon as our family 
pediatrician received the lab result, we 
Were advised to take Miguel to the near- 
est hospital. Her diagnosis: diabetes re- 
called the former television news anchor. 

The diagnosis naturally puzzled Cathy 
considering no one in her family suffers 
from diabetes. "Was there something that 
‘we have done like giving him too much 
‘sweets? Or is there some kind of drug 
that will cure this and when will this be 
over?" Cathy reminisced asking their pe- 
diatrician. 


Lifelong disease. 

At this point, her doctor told Miguel's 
type 1 diabetes that he was diagnosed 
with, wil not go away and requires life- 
Jong treatment. 

"Type 1 diabetes develo 
son's pancreas stops producing enough 
insulin. Insulin lets blood. sugar—also 
called glucose-—enter the bodys cells. 
Without insulin, cells cannot absorb gh 
cose), which they need to produce ener- 


when a per- 


“Type 1 diabetes is much less common 
than type 2 diabetes, accounting for 5 
percent to 10 percent of all people with 
diabetes. 

Persons with type 1 diabetes are be 
lieved to have a genetic susceptibility to 
developing diabetes. It was believed that 
exposure to a wigger (viral, environmen 
tal, toxin) stimulates the bodys immune 
system to destroy the cells that release in- 
sulin Qocated in the pancreas), eventual- 
ly eliminating insulin production from 
the body. 


Managable 

However, the doctor assured Cathy 
that even though her son's condition cant 
be prevented, can Þe managed success- 
fully 


"Miguel was diagnosed at 
the age of 7, and has grown in 
his ability à manage his diae 
betes, Now at 15, he is a typi- 
са! teenager doing the same 
kinds of things other kids do," 
she related. 

"The only "unusual" among 
Мшез everyday chores 


would include occasional 


monitoring of his glucose lev- CATHY Santillan and son Miguel 


el (using a tiny blood glucose. 
monitoring system), giving himself in- 
sulin injections, and paying special atten- 
tion to the amounts of sugars and starch- 
es in the food he eats and the timing of 
his meals. 


Seea doctor. 

"I see my doctor once a month regard- 
ing my special needs and controling my 
diabetes. 1 also keep a meal plan—low in 
fat and high in fiber and carbohy- 
drates—or list of foods that 1 should eat,” 
said Miguel who also bikes and swims to 
keep himself ft, 

While Miguel admits that he still 
‘raves for sweets and snacks from time to 
time, he tries to manage this by taking 
Glucema products (from Abort), which 
are specifically made for people with dia- 
betes as it was clinically shown to help 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


WERE ALWAYS WORRIED 
about all sorts of epidemics, but 
‘we seem to overlook one silent 
epidemic which is slowly incapac- 
itating a lot of Filipinos, pardieu 
larly postmenopausal women. 
ты problem i osteoporosis, 
which 

a public health threat 


ing 


porosis compared to their Cau- 
савап counter- 
pars because of 
relatively lower 
bone density, inadequate calci- 
'um-rich diet as children and an 
increasingly sedentary lifestyle. 
Itisestimated that nine million 
Filipino women are at increased 
risk of osteoporosis. It is referred 
to as a "silent epidemic” because 
afflicted victims present with no 
symptoms, and the only me pa- 
tients realize they have a problem. 
is when they suffer a fracture. 
‘Aging is a risk factor for osteo- 
porosis but environmental fac- 
tors Ше smoking, excessive 
drinking of coffee and alcohol, 
and lack of exercise can also be 
predisposing factors, According. 
to Dr. Sandra TankehvTores, clin- 
ical epidemiology specialist and a 
past president of the Philippine. 
Rheumatology Association, a 
personal history of fracture is also 
а clue that should identify pa- 
tients with significant osteoporo- 
sis 


Main drawback 
Because women at risk have 


no symptoms, the motivation to 
take medications to neutralize 


lead 
боп. 


osteoporosis is not that strong, 
leading to poor compliance. This 
is the main drawbac 


tures. Women with osteoporosis 
do not recognize the seriousness 
oftheir condition and they do not 
appreciate the real benefits that 
treatment offers. Discontinuing 
ealth experts now label as treatment leaves patients at 
» ghagreater risk of fracture and asso- 

‘Asians are at high risk of osteo “ciated disability, reduced inde- 
pendence, and decreased lifes- 


MEDICAL FILES 


herence Gap: Why 
Patients Dont Continue With 
“Treatment,” found that 85 per- 
cent of doctors had prescribed а 
bisphosphonate, a popular treat- 
ment for osteoporosis, but in 70 
percent, patients spontaneously 
Stopped taking their bisphospho- 
mate medication. Reasons for dis- 
continuation of treatment were 
predominantly related to incon- 
venience and side effects. 


Improved form 
Last night (Friday) an im- 

proved 

Eiphosphonate wes launched in 

the market and hopefully, this 

wil answer the problems which 


as Bonviva, has been shown in 
clinical trials to strengthen ай the 
bones in the body by taking just 
опе tablet once а month. 1 wish 
theres a similar drug for hyper- 
tension, 

chronic medical problems. This 
convenient 

should help high-risk patients to 


Osteoporosis: the “silent epidemic” 


in prevent- health. 


osteoporosis-related frac- 


Medicine. 


dronic: 


pan. 
The ге 
ort on "Ad- 
reoporosis 


years. 
long-acting fom of 


to treatment discontinua- 
Ibandronic acid, marketed 


diabetes and other an^ active 


dosing schedule 


years. 


stay on therapy for the required 
erlod to improve their bone 


"The adherence factor (to os- 
teoporosis treatment) В very sig- 
nificant," says Dr. Zaida Gamilla, 
an obsterrician-gynecologist and 
professor at the University of 
Santo Tomas 

Atcordin 
Gamila, patens tay 
protecting medicines lite iban 

should be able to sus- 
tain their treament for the re- 
quired period (one to two years) 
1o be able to maximize the full 
benefits of he drug. 

bandronic acid has а 

very high benefiris ratio, says 
Dr Julie Li, an officer of the 
Osteoporosis Society and the 
Philippine Rheumatic Associa- 
Чоп, Patents may not see the 
long-term effect immediately but 
they wil notice that their 
of life has changed for the 
especially those in their golden 


Tm sure all of us would still 
want to be active even in our 
golden years. The sight of a 65 

ar old saddled on a wheelchair 

ecause of a previous fracture 
represents а medical failure. Irs 
always heartwarming to see se- 
nior members of our society 
dancing gracefully, playing а 
good round of golf, or stil able to 
Чо their brisk walk every mom- 
ing. Maintaining bone health 
should be a кеу factor that will 
help ensure the fond memories of 

[3 

‘menopausal or andropausal ages, 
and even beyond the golden 
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Pinoy hopes to be first Southeast 
Asian doc to reach Everest summit 


By Tessa R, Salazar 


THE FILIPINO DOCTOR WHO STOOD 
by the sidelines at the Everest base camp. 
while the first Filipino Everest climbers 
reached the world’s highest peak wants 
to go all the way to the top during the 
Unity Climb next year. 

Dr. Ted Esguerra, the physician who 
‘monitored the health of the members of the 
first Philippine Mount Everest Expedition 
(FPMEE) team, feels he's more than ready 
to carry his own weight to the summit. Dur- 
ng the team’ historic climb, Esguerra had 
to climb from base camp to rescue a dis- 
tressed Indonesian climber, a Nepalese gov- 
'emment oficial and a Sherpa. 


Rescue doc 

A rescue doctor of the Philippine Coast 
Guard who specializes in Wilderness Emer- 
gency Medical Services and aviation 
medicine, Esguerra runs two km every day 
lugging an 18-kg backpack. 

Esguerra, who now weighs 65 kg, lost 
four kilos during the Everest stint. 

Knowledgeable in the important aspect 
of wildemess medical services and aviation 
medicine known as “high-akirude physiol- 
ору” Esguerra will also train three doctors 
and three nurses for the Unity Climb. He 


expects a larger Filipino contingent to 
watch over—15 members, 10 of whom will 
go all the way up from the Nepalese and Ti- 
betan faces. The rest will stay at the base 
сатр, Two big medical tens, both surgery 
capable, will also be set up there. 

“Among the 10 climbers are three Filipino 
women climbers who will atempt to reach 
Everest summit during the Unity Climb. 
"Their raining, along with the medical con- 
Чеге, start in September 
Physical conditioning 

Much like superstar slugger Manny Pac- 
 quiao, the Everest climbers, particularly Er- 
win Pastor" Emata and Leo Oracion, 
been treated like celebrities since coming 
nc. And ever since, the buffet table has 
always been Esguerra's red light for the 
climbers. 

“They need to lower carbohydrate load- 
ing, Diet programs are in place now that 
they are not yet in full swing with their ex- 
ercises,” he said. He added that the food in- 
Take would concentrate more on protein 
lading. 

However, as far as physical recovery is 
concerned, Esguerra is convinced Emata 
and Oracion are still at thelr "optimum lev- 
els,” The two climbers’ red blood cell levels, 
wich would bea good indicator of high 


titude preparedness, are already high be- 
cause of hypoxic training, Esguerra added. 
“Tve already asked them to go back to 
exercising. On Monday they had a 24-hour 
bike run in Malolos, Bulacan, Their condi- 
tioning is sill above average," he said. té 


Hypoxic training 

Biking would just be рап of the exercise 
routine. There will be two sets of exercises 
for the Everest Team, The first set Includes 
jogging, biking, gym workouts, und groin 
stretching for climbing capabilities (pull 
Ups, push-ups and sit-ups), 

“he second set would be swimming and 
hypoxic training (including breath-holding 
in water to program the body to function in 
an oxygen deprived environment) Part of 
hypoxie taining also involves strenuous 
biking with nose covers. 


Irreplaceable brain cells 

The exhilaration of reaching Everest 
summit does have a permanent irade- 
off, however. Once climbers enter the 
dreaded “death zone” (any altitude 
above 25,000 feet or 7,600 meters), 
brain cells start to die because of the 
Jack of oxygen. Dead brain cells, Esguer- 
ra said, are irreplaceable, 

Such is the importance of hypoxie train- 


Many scientists come from hum- 
ble beginnings, sometimes marked 
by tragedy. While botanist Victor 
Amoroso was at college, his father 
was gunned down, and he vowed 
to make his mother proud. Food 
chemist Ernesto Luis caught polio. 
at one year of age, but he never let 
this deter him. Applied biochemist 
Jose Одагї grew up in a nipa hut 

mountains and 
rivers before reaching school. 


Despite the hardships, the scien- 
быз generally have remarkable 
parents, Botnnist Rhodora Aldemi- 
1a and genetics Gabriel Romero, 
siblings who both became OYS, 
credited their mother for ensuring 
that the children finish school even 
after their father died. Animal ge- 
meticist Orville Bondocs situation 


death, his father saw to it that all 
eight children earned a college de- 
gree. Forestry engineer Nathaniel 
Bantayan never forgot his fathers 
dicrum that feeding the brain came 
fist, and that the stomach could 
doctor 
Palmes mother a nursing aide, 


manage glucose levels 

Like any other children with dia- 
betes, Miguel also has to balance the. 
type and timing of the food he eats 
with the amount of insulin he takes 
and with his activity level. That's be- 
‘cause eating some foods will cause glu- 
cose to go up more than others, where 
as insulin and exercise will make the 
glucose levels go down. 

"Indeed, having a child with diabetes. 
may seem overwhelming at times, but 
one should remember that we are not 
alone. The doctor and the Internet as well 
as a number of support groups are not 
only great sources for dealing with giu 
cose control and other medical issues, but 
also for supporting and helping you and 
your child cope and live with diabetes," 
Santillan assured. 


LUUD diabetes needs to urinate more fre- 


‘Esmalpr_selonce_health@inquleercom ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


ECKEN EST 
| Early warning 
Signs 


SYMPTOMS OF TYPE 1 DIABETES 
usually start in childhood or young adult- 
hood, yet parents often miss early warn- 
ing signs. If you notice any of the follow- 
ing symptoms don't wait until he or she 
is seriously ill from sudden symptoms of 
high glucose level, Have your child's 
blood sugar checked since most regular 
checkups will not include this test: 
к eae ea 
quently because the kidneys in re- 
sponse to high levels of glucose in the 
bloodstream, flush out the extra glucose 


= Is abnormally thirsty—A child who 
has diabetes drinks a lot in an attempt to 
keep the level of body water normal, Also, 
because of frequent urination, the child 
loses so much fluids (that causes dehydra- 
tion) that he or she becomes very thitsty 
and compensates by drinking more water. 

* Loses weight or fails to gain signifi- 
cant weight gain as the child grows— In 
spite ofa good appetite, a child who devel- 
ops type 1 diabetes often loses weight be- 
cause the body breaks down muscle and 
stored fat in an attempt to provide fuel to 
the hungry cells. 

= Lethargic—Beeause the body can't 
use glucose for energy properly the child 
often feels sluggish and often feels too 
tired. 


‘In love with Science’ 


WHAT MAKES AN OUTSTAN- 

ding young Filipino scientist? 

Childhood influences, parental 

support, great teachers, strong 
drive? 

vir struggles, and how 

do they find fulfillment? 

For the past two years, Philrice 
executive director Leo Sebastian 
and I have collected and edited sto- 
ries from 22 Outstanding Young 
Scientists (OYS) who ty to answer 
the above questions. "In Love with 
Science” (Anvil Publishing) will be 
Taunched on Tuesday, July 
the first OYS national convention 


Eureka! 


What 
Queena М. 
Lee-Chua 


borrowed old textbooks f 
docrorriends to supplem 
son's learning. 

ly 11, at 
mag. Marine scientist Gisel 


chemist Mary Ann Endoma 


тайа and Herrera to Mrs. 


Idedicate the book. 
Constant challenge 
challenge. Social scientist 


his mother’s ance cultural realities with 


leam to forge bonds with 
from all walks of life. Organi 


had raised two young child 


Patricio start graduate studies at 


Inspiring teachers are another 
factor. Chemist Béabicé Guevara 
мав instrumental in the careers of 
Alicia Aguinaldo and Christina Bi- 


cepdon made it possible for 


tinue local research. Chemist Er- 
win Enriquez cited a litany of grade 
school teachers, from Misses Нол 


and Gallego. Zoologist Glorina 
Pocsidio was thankful for che care. 
and concern of National Scientists 
Gregorio and Carmen Velasquez. 
Another National Scientist, 

Baltazar, was the dissertation ad- 
viser of Cecilia Reyes. In graduate. 
school 1 had my own mentors, es- 
pecially Academician Fr. Ben Ne- 
bres, SJ and Outstanding social sci- 
entist Honey Carandang, to whom 


Every scientist faces constant 
Campilan had to continuously bal 
mental requirements. Molecular 
biologist Corazon de Ungria had to 


al psychologist Regina Hechanova 


from home, When geneticist Glenn 


Gregorio's wife complained about 
a dangerous, sil up in 
Bangladesh, he replied, “Thats 
where the action is." 

Highly motivated, the OYS are 
passionate about their work, and 
derive great satisfaction from what 
they do. Fisheries expert Rafael 
Guerrero M singled out commit- 
ment as a prime ingredient, 
“putting ourselves fully to the cho- 
sen field of endeavor” Plant breeder 
Leo Sebastian never brooded on ex- 
perimental failures, but approached 
them positively Marine biologist 
Paciente Cordero J resisted foreign 
offers because "there is til so much 
‘work to be done at home.” 

"The OYS Award was instituted in 
1980 to recognize Filipino scientists 
below 40 years of age, foroutsand- 
ing contibutons im science and 
technology The National Academy 
of Science and Technology is the 
screening and selection body for this 
award, with criteria being the quali- 
ty and number of scientific works 
and publications; conibutions to 
the advances of science in general 
and to the Philippines in particular; 
and contributions to the wellbeing 
of our economy and culture. 

Leo and fare proud to be in such + 
good company or the OYS, ike the 
Stories themselves, are truly inspir 
ing. Proceeds of this book go to the 
organization OYS Inc, and a spe- 
cial discount will be given during 
the launch. We hope that teachers 
and parents will read these stories * 
to our children; and that our youth 
will be inspired enough to follow in» 
their footsteps, for despite ай the | 
clichés, they remain our country’s * 
best hope. For orders, contact Anvil! 
2637-8840 (ask for Gwenn or Jo). 

Email the author at bless- 
book@yahoo.com. 
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Esguerra was trained at the Western Himalayan Mountaineering Institute in Малай, 


India 
ing. Asan additional preparation, Esguerra 
had required the climbers to drink the 
herbal medicine Rhodiola that reportedly 
enhances oxygenation to the brain. He said 
he leamed about the medicine in Tibet 
from Sherpas who regularly concocted it. 

Several Rhodiola websites indicate that 
the herb has also been used by Russian ath- 
lotes and cosmonauts. Purportedly a pow- 
erful antiaging phyto supplement with 
adaptogenié and antistress capabilities, 
Rhodiola is said to have been used for cen- 
turies to cope with the cold and physical 
stresses ofthe Siberian climate. 

“We are taking the herb (п an аети) 
to regenerate dying brain cll? Esguerra 
said. 

Pastor, a self-confessed Rhodiola drinker, 
told the inoumen that aside from normaliz- 
ing his blood pressure, his bowel move- 
ment became regular and he felt an in- 
crease in endurance particularly during his 


participation in adventure racing, a multi- 
sports event game that involves kayaking, , 
navigation skills, caving (spelunking), and 
rappelling, among others. 


Coping with high altitudes 

Esguerra said his team also takes Ginkgo. 
Biloba, the usual eee to cope with 
high alücudes aside rom taking regular vi 
tamin supplements. 

"Will Esguerra allow one of his climbers 
to forego with the supplement oen 
during the Uniy Climb? Esguerra said this 
Consideration wil depend on their teams 
climb to Cho Oyu's p this September. 
Cho Oyu, in Tbe, is the world's sith high- 
est edat 8,200 meters. 

“İf Leo can make itin Cho Oyu (without 
oxygen tankes), 1 wil recommend him to do 
iti Everest, too. Leo wants totes his lim- 
its, but this will still be subject for approval 
of our expedition end 


; Make everyday a red-letter day 
at the Marriott Hotel. 


Тип every day into something special at the 
Marriott Hotel. Entertain friends in style. 
Talk business with colleagues in a modern 

; function room, Or simply savor the company 
‘of loved ones in a five-star setting. 
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+ , Get that vacation feeling j 
f ` fat the Villamor Golf Course. 


f ` Escape to a championship-evel golf haven 
close to home. At the Vilamor golf course, 
уси can tee off at your leisure. Or simply enjoy 
the sight of 60 hectares of green landscapes, 
pristine white sand and rows of narra, mango 
and pine trees. 


Go on a food trip 


A / at a hip 
4 £ restaurant row. 


Dine on the best ofthe East 

and West. Choose from casual 

and fine-dining places—alla stroll 
away from home, And delight in alfresco 


gourmet feasts as you watch live performances. 


Get together with neighbors 
д wat the play areas. 


Nurture neighborly ties. Lounge with ends atthe É 


^^. swimming pool. Work out together at the gym. 
Û Hone your game at the badminton and 
LP tennis courts or putting green. Or bond with 
our families at the landscaped gardens 
and playground, 


` Join us on July 16, Sunday, from 9 AM to 5 РМ, 
at the Newport City Grand Showroom. 


Newport City Information Centro, Newport City, Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippines 


(632) 855-7580 - 855-7583 - 855-7594 - 855-7586 


Far erst Rope Ory 


“Soothe your body and soul 
] ata sumptuous spa. 


Rejuvenate your senses. At the spa's heat and 
exercise pools, feel all your stress melt away. 
Indulge yourself in relaxing treatments at the 
aromatherapy and massage rooms. And enjoy 
access to first-class therapeutic facilities. 


Browsethe & | 
shops brimming” 
with signature 
fashions. =. ~ 


Keep up with the latest styles. Visit the nearby 
haute couture stores and indulge in hours of 
shopping pleasure. Go ahead. Grab, try and buy. 


Live close to nature in a 


отоле 2-bedroom luxury home for 


as low as P23,000 a month. 
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Through your wide windows and balcony, welcome 
sunlight, fresh air and the scent of lavishly landscaped 
gardens. And take pleasure in a wealth of open-air 
play amenities literally at your door. 
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Megaworld Newport 
Property Holdings, Inc. 
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A Super! sneak peek 


atThe Amazing 


Race Asia» 


„Adrian Calumpang 
mixes pop culture 


and advertising 
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SCENES fro 


HE AMAZING RACE ASIA 


Made in Asia fer 


Text and photos by Pam Pastor 


VERYTHING I LOVE 

about The Amazing 

Race—the — plane-hop- 
ping, the new places, the ex- 
citement and human dynam- 
ics—were all present at our 
The Amazing Race Asia junket. 
But there were no major mis- 
takes, no bickering and no 
commercial breaks—it was 
like an Amazing Race episode 
on Prozac. Even my hair was 
strangely cooperative. 

And just like any episode, the пір was 
rife with surprises, Like us finding our- 
selves on the same flight from Singapore to 
Malaysia as Allan Wu, the bost of The 
Amazing Race Asia. Although the name is 
unfamiliar to most Filipinos, AXN fans will 
recognize him from his participation in 
Fear Factor The network has aired count 
less replays of him crying and throwing up 
after downing 21 shots of maggots, worms, 
sticky beetles and rotten sh eyes blended 
into the perfect. chunky milkshake fom 
hel. 

“Hey, are you Allan Wu?" one of my 
companions asked as he made his way to 
the immigrations area at the Kuala Lumpur 

x. 

‘Allan looked shocked but quickly recov- 
ered. “Yes, Lam," he smiled. 

"You're our subject tomorrow” someone 
said. 

“Your subject?” he repeated, laughing. 

"Theni, as he walked away, we hollered, 
“See you at the press conference tomor- 
том" 

"The next day, at the press conference at 
Westin Kuala Lumpur Alan was unveiled 
astheshov's host. 

During the thiee-on-one, he admitted 


My Super trip! to Kuala 
Lumpur for The Amazing 
Race Asia press 
conference felt like an 
episode of The Amazing 
Race—if everyone 

was on Prozac 


that he was surprised we recognized him at 
the airport. The hosts identity was sup- 
posed to be a secret until the day of the 
press con, 


So many secrets 

His identity isnt the only secret the peo- 
ре behind The Amazing Race Asa have 
been keeping. They refused to talk about 

identity of the contestants (who were 
chosen from all over Asia—yes, “possibly” 
including the Philippines) and the places 
they visited during the race (again, "possi 
bly” including the Philippines). And its un 
derstandable, Like Ricky Ow, the General 
Manager of SPE Networis Asia said, “The 
success of a show lke this depends on con- 
fidenialiry” 

Everyone who worked on the 
show fom the contestants and the spon- 
sors to the crew—hadi been asked to sign a 
non-disclosure agreement. If anyone blabs, 
that person is in or major legal action- But 
Ricky believes that their signarure isn the 
only thing that’s stopping people from talk 
ing. “Its the respect for something that you 
worked on, that you're a part of and that 
you're proud of Its а personal journey for 
al of us, a humbling experience, a very ex- 
citing experience. You dont want to stain it 
by being a big mouth.” 


O YOU REMEMBER 


ym an amazing trip to KL 


One of the many people sticking to their 
promise is Allan, who was careful not to let 
anything slip during the interview. 


who was bor and raised in Cali 
fomia but has been living in Singapore for 
the past five years, has acted in a number of 
Chinese TV dramas and a few films. He's al- 
so hosted a few TV shows. He also did a lot 

Y modeling under wo agencies in the 
US Lookand Ford. 

He believes that his appearance on Fear 
Factor helped prepare him become the host 
of The Amazing Race Asia. "Because I did a 
realty show before, [can definitely put my- 
self in the contestants’ shoes. T can em- 


in that episode of Fear Factor, which was 
aired in the Philippines last year, he said, 
“Tve heard that a million times. Î won 
first two events but the third one, I gota 
Tinde too cocky and went down in history as 
the guy who came up short because of 
blind arrogance. The next thing 1 knew 
AXN had me crying and throwing up all 
ıe airwaves all the ime. People in the 

Philippines who know me from throwing 
up and crying would go, Hey thats the 
same guy who was throwing up and ау- 
ing 

But he says that once the show airs шег 
this year, things would be different. Youll 
зау he used to су but now you see him 
tiding people ош of the show” Allan 
joked. 

During the interview, 


wouldnt do for $100,000 million he said, 
for $10, Fm chea 
He described the m 
he was going to be the host 


sia 


ту of thrills and chills” He said, "This is a 
show that has been around for almost a 
decade and is hugely successful. People in 
Asia love the show But the chills can 

when E realized that uh oh, i need to fit Phil 
Keoghan's shoes. Hes done such an ex- 
traordinary job and everyone I know is go- 
ing to be ing me to him. 1 feel the 
pressure but I just have to do my best.” 


Allan vs Phil 

After discovering the many roles he has 
to lay as the host, he soon realized that he 
can fil Phils shoes in his own way "les 
amazing to sce the contestants overcome 
their fears chats рал of my job. Its also 
my job to pull more out of them. t comfort 
them, I celebrate with them but I psyche 
them out too. Theres acting involved. | 
chink thats one of the differences berween 
meand Phil” 

According to Allan, whos marred to ac 

ress Wong Li Lin and has two young kid, 
the toughest part of the job was leaving his 
family behind in Singapore. “It hum a lot. 
Ac first wasnt sure й | wanted to take this 
job because Tå be away from them for quite 
awhile But my wife and everyone else told 
methat this is a big opportunity” 

‘Allan is glad he made the right choice. 
“Asa TV hos, this is the show todo. can be 
on a soundstage listening to people sing or 
T could be on an island going nowhere or 1 
could be just watching people eat things 
but this show lets you travel and see the 
world. tesa git” 

Не says working on The Amazing Race 
Asia has taught him а number of things 
"When you have the opportunity to see so 
many pars of the world in a span of about 
а month, I realize that Tm lucky to be alive 
and to have what I have. Im truly blessed 
to be a par of something this big. Its a 
dream come tue for me to be able to work 


RICKY Ow, Allan Wu and the. 
sponsors of The Amazing Race Asia 


оп such a successful show for Asia and to 
travel the world.” 

‘Allan said that the most memorable part 
of the job was witnessing the competition. 
"The human spirit. Seeing these people 
deal with these challenges and tasks. 
Theyre like one big family. Its not about 
the money. Now they want to stay friends 
for the rest of their lives. Its really really 
special.” 

‘As we said our goodbyes, Allan joked, 
“Youll be seeing me around whether you 
like it or not” Fluent in English, Mandarin 
and Cantonese, he also showed off his 
knowledge in Tagalog, as he said to the 
group, “Salamat” and “Ikaw ay talagang 
maganda. 

Although Allan was careful not to reveal 
more than be should, he came close. "Ics 
incredible how we can go quickly from one. 
place to another. Lets say боп," he 
caught himself, cutting off his sentence. All 
other attempts at making him slip failed. 

“Наме you been to the Philippines?” we 
asked 

'No. But [might have," he said, smiling. 

Allan almost slipped but AXN's big boss 

Ricky Ow did not come close. Not at all. 


The big boss 

After the press con, which presented the 
shows sponsors (Sony Electronics, 
Malaysia Tourism and Promotion Board, 
Air Asia, Caltex, MSN and Windows Live, 
Nokia, Bintan Lagoon Resort and Bintan 
Resorts and Ford, which is a local sponsor), 
Ricky sat with us to talk about the show, 
which һе cals "a dream come nue.” 

"it was one we thought we could never 
achieve" he said. After airing nine seasons 
Of The Amazing Race Asia on AXN, he said 
that they were flooded with requests for 
fans to let them join the contest. 

When they finally announced that they 
were going to make an Asian version of the 
hit realty series, Ricky was flooded with 
over a thousand entries. "Theyre stil writ- 
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? Super eke 
plains celi phone speak, TLAS 
and other confusing cado. 
Words 


| à 
| © 36 Thira Generation mobile 
phone network, an evoll- ` 
ono! the GSM 
furti ал а 
ta spends ‘ 
© AAC Advanced Audio — 
Codec, a compression oF 
mat for digital music files 
® BLUETOOTH A wireless 


D this little game called 
Snake? If, in 1997, your 


thumbs were already nimble 
enough to worm around an al- 
phanumeric keypad, you'd 
probably know what the heck 
I'm rambling about. 

During that era, when the Spice Girls 
and the Backstreet Boys—R.L.P!—stil 
roamed the earth, a Finnish company 
known as Nokia was preparing to 
launch one of its first-ever multimedi 
features on the 6100 series mobi 
phones. Crossing the  revolutio 
ary/evolutionary divide, the debut of 
Snake was a hint that the global tech- 
nology map was somehow—maybe 
even deliberately—being redrawn. 

A decade is, like, a lifetime in technol- 
ogy terms. Since then, Snake has become 
оле of the most in-demand games in our 
generation's history, installed in an esti- 
mated 350 million phones around the 
planet. Recognizing Snake's popularity 
Nokia pimped it up a bit more by b 
ing in a 3D version, Snakes, to 
the N-Gage platform carly las 
year, Even supporting 4-player 
Sessions, Snakes also became 
the N-Gage game that can 
be virally distributed via Blue- 
tooth. Who knew, right? 


Fromasnaketoa 
hummingbird 
But it was a hummingbird, 


not a snake, that ushered 
me—so to speak—into the Sun- 


[Age ‘Against 
tthe machine 


GincdelePaz, £^") 


tec City Convention Centre in Singa- 
pore for Nokia Connection 2006. “The 
hummingbird is an engineering marvel. 
in how it can hover indefinitely at 80 
wingbeats per second, 
vitation, “and elegantly dart 
between flowers, extracting ; 
‘and pollinating as 

Tt soun almost 

amusing, in its 


radical, 


ош, the world is becoming more 
complex but people erave simplicity 
Nokia-hummingbird thing 
(pollinating ideas and experience 
they go") wasn't as far-fetched a 


Four words to live by 
^ bush fell across the auditor 
um as Nokia's senior suits wel- 
comed mobile operators, indus: 
шу analysts, members of the 
worldwide press, and поса few 
gadget. geeks, Set to Feisrs 
“Mushaboom,” Nokia's vision of 
morrow proved that, unlike 
the utopians of the past, ihe com- 


BEST COPY 


Чеагеуед and realistic 
about its own brand of futur- 
ism. 


revolved around 


ive, connect, achieve, explore. To live is. 


to inspire self-expression. To connect 


means balancing a products style with +. 


its benefits, To achieve implies realizing 
greater business solutions. And to ex- 
plore indicates sharing one's awesome 
new discoveries. Those four catchphras 
es also served as produc categories, 
propping up Nokia's consumer studies 
and showing that one size does not fit 
all. 

According to Robert Anders- 
son, Executive Vice President, 
Customer Market Operations, 
“This is an imegral рап of 
Nol 

next billion mobile users. Hav- 

standing in the in 

то our whole business—from 

Bl initial product designs 
through to sales and cus- 
ner care.” That jus 
means that mos: likely 
there's a cell phone model 
ош there that corresponds to a) 
your lifestyle, b) your personality 
quirks, and c) your budget, allin one 
cool bundle, 


Five! New! Models! 
From grandpa rockers U2 fo new. 
ish sensations Doves, cach new prod- 
ing soundtrack drove 


AVAILABL 


/s strategy to connect thes 


photos. If you want your nose to 


ZEA ‘bleed, don't read the accompany- 


ing glossary) 

A gue and айне 
3G handset е new Nokia 6151 sa 
WCDMA-enabled phone with a 1.3 
‘megapixel camera. Another new 
baby is che Nokia 6080, equipped 
sith a stereo radio and VGA camera wit 
Video recorder. Adding to Nokia's enuy- 
level range is the 1110, a fil ree unit 
thar’ perfect for your S-year-old brother 
or yourtechnophobic grandma. 

To et the demands of savvier users, 
Nokia also unveiled the 6275, а slim 
phone that has a 2 megapixel camera 
and an integrated stereo РМ radio and 
musie player. Lastly, one of the most af- 
{Grdable CDMA models, the Nokia 2875 
fas a range of fun features, including 
vido ring tones, video streaming, an FM 
radio, а 13 megapixel camera, and 
more, 


Digital desires 
fter the presentations, 1 wandered 
around the showcase, pausiig occasion- 
ally to ogle at all the fantastic 
toys Nokia was unleashing, 
"The amount of new stuff was 
[psiaggering, perhaps thrice my 
"weight in mobile goodies and 
"even more in terms of fresh 
| ideis. Moreover, it was phe- 
| потеза ко note tha, instead 
of merely calling th 
ing devices "phones, 
now labels them "multime. 
dia computers.” Again, it 
was clearly a *Whoal” mo- 
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SCENES from an amazing trip to KL 


HE AMAZING RACE ASIA 


Made in Asia ÎÇ! 


‘Text and photos by Pam Pastor 


VERYTHING 1 LOVE 
about The Amazing 
Race—the — plane-hop- 

ping, the new places, the ex- 
сйетепї and human dynam- 
ics—were all present at our 
The Amazing Race Asia junket. 
But there were no major mis- 
takes, no bickering and no 
commercial breaks—it was 
like an Amazing Race episode 
on Prozac. Even my hair was 
strangely cooperative. 

And just like any episode, the trip was 
rife wilh surprises, Like us finding our- 
selves on the same fight from Singapore to 
Malaysia as Allan Wu, the host of The 
Amazing Race Asia. Although the name is 
unfamiliar to most Filipinos, AXN fans will 
recognize him fom his participation in 
Fear Facto The network has aired count 
less replays of him crying and throwing up 
after downing 21 shots of maggots, worms, 
sticky beetles and roten fish eyes blended 
imo the perfect chunky milkshake fom 
hel 

“Hey, are you Alan Wu?" one of my 
companions asked as he made his way to 
the immigrations area at the Kuala Штрш 
aitpon. 

Alan looked shocked but quickly recov- 
ered. "Yes, 1am.” he smiled. 

“You're our subject tomorow” someone 
ES 

"Your subject?" he repeated, laughing. 

Then, as he walked away we hollered, 
“See you at the press conference tomor 
row!" 

"The next day atthe press conference at 
Westin Kuala Lumpur, Allan was unveiled 
as the show's hos. 

During the üreeonone. he admited 


Wy Super trip! to Kuala 

Lumpur for The Amazing 

Race Asia press 

conference felt like an 
sode of The Amazing 

Race—if everyone 

was on Prozac 


that he was surprised we recognized him at 
the airport. The hosts identiry was sup- 
posed to be a secret until the day of the 
presscon. 


So many secrets 

Ho identity n the only secret the peo 
ple behind The Amazing Race Asia have 
[сел keeping. They refused to talk a 
the етиу of he contestants (who were 
chosen from all over Asia yes, року. 
including the Philippines) and the places 
they visited during the race (again, poss 
biy” including the Philippines). And its un 
dersandable: Like Ricky Ow, the General 
Manager of SPE Networks Asin said 
success of a show ke this depends on con 
fidentiality" 

Bepone who worked оп the 
show- from the contestant and the spon 
Sors to the crew had been asked to sign a 
non-disclosure agreement. If anyone bb 
that person is in for major legal action. 
Ricky believes that their signature st the 

Fars sopping 
ing "Its the respect for something that 
worked on, that youre а рап of and that 
oue proud of. i a personal joumey for 


by being a big mouth. 


One of the many people sticking to th 
promise is Allan, who was careful n 
anvihing slip during the interview. 


The guy who cried 
who was bom and raised in Cali- 
ing in Singapore for 
the pas five years, has acted in a number of 
Chinese TV dramas and а few films. He's al- 
So hosed a few TV shows. He also did a lot 
Of modeling under two agencies in the 
05 Look and Ford. 

He believes that his appearance on Fear 
Factor helped prepare him become the host 
of The Amazing Race Asi." 
reality show before, 
self in the contestonts shoes. 1 


first rwo evenis—b 
nd wer 
guy who came up short because of 
blind arrogance. The next thing 1 knew 
had me crying and throwing up all 
he airwaves ай the time. People in ће 
Philippines who know me from throwing 
up and crying would go. "Hey thats the 
same guy who was throwing up and cry 
ing 
But he says that once the show airs la 
his year, things would be different. “ри 
say. he used to cry but now you sce him 
kicking people out of the show” Allan 
joked. 
view. Alan brandished 
not. When asked wi 


73 huge fur 


show that has been 
decade and is hugely successful. People in 
Asia love the show. But the chills came 
when ! realized that uh oh, need to fill Phil 
їз shoes. He's done such an ex 
iryone | know is go- 
paring me to him. 1 feel the 
Tjust have to do my best. 


ing to be cor 
pressure bı 


covering the many roles he h 

to play as the host, he soon realized that he 

can fil РЫХ shoes in his own way: “Ids 

amazing to sce the contestants overcome 

that’s рап of my job. rs also 

my job to pull more ош of them. I comfort 

them, | celebrate with them but 1 psyche 

xc acing involved. 1 

think chats one of the differences between. 
meand Phil” 

According to Allan, who is married to ac 
tress Wong Li Lin and has two young kids, 
the toughest part of the job was leaving his 
family behind in Singapore. “It hur a lot. 
At first 1 wasn sure if | wanted to take this 
job because Td be away from them for quite 
a while. But ту wife and everyone cis 
me that this Ба big opportunity” 

Allan is glad he made the ri 
“Asa TV bos, this is the show odo. 1 can be 
on a soundstage listening to people sing or 
Т ould be on an island going nowhere or 1 
could be jus watching people cat things 
but this show les you travel and sec the 
word Its a gi 

He says working on The Amazing Race 

has taught him а number ví things. 
you have the opportunity to see so 
pans of the word in a span of about 

month realize that fm lucky to be alive 
and to have what | have. lm truly blessed 
то be a рап of something this big. es 4 
dream come true for me to be able to work 


оп such a successful show for Asia and to 
travel the word. 

Allan said that the most memorable part 
ofthe job was wimessing the competition 
"The human spirit. Seeing these people 
deal with these challenges and tasks. 
Theyre like one big family. ts not about 
the money. Now they want to stay friends 
for the rest of their lives, I's really really 
special.” 

As we said our goodbyes, Allan joked, 
“Youll be seeing me around whether you 
like it ог not” Fluent in English, Mandarin. 
and Cantonese, he also showed off his 
knowledge in ‘Tagalog, as he said to the 

oup, “Salamat” and “ikaw av talagang 
maganda.” 

‘Although Allan was careful not го reveal 
more than he should, he came close. "Its 
incredible how we can go quickly from one. 
place to another. Lets say from.” he 
caught himself, curing off his sentence. All 
other attempts at making him slip failed. 

“Have you been to the Philippines?” we 
asked. 

“No. But I might have," he said, smiling. 

Allan almost slipped but AXNS big boss 
Ricky Ow did not come close, Not at all. 


The big boss 

After the press con, which presented the 
shows sponsors (Sony Electronic, 
Malaysia Tourism and Promotion Board, 
Air Asia, Caltex, MSN and Windows Live, 
Nokia, Bintan Lagoon Resor and Bintan 
Resorts and Ford, which is a local sponsor), 
Ricky sat with us to talk about the show. 
which he calls “a dream come tue. 

"it was one we thought we could never 
achieve.” he said. Aher airing nine seasons 
Of The Amazing Race Asin on AXN, he said 
that they were flooded with requests for 
fans to le them join the contes. 

When they finally announced that they 
were going to make an Asian version of the 
hit realty series, Ricky was flooded with 
over a thousand enues. “Theyre sill writ 
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$ varred by jargon? Super ex- 
® plains cel phone speak, TLAS 
$f and oer confusing code 

| Words 


'e зв Third Generation mobile 
phone network, an evolu- 
tion of the GSM standard 
that enables broadband da- 
taspeeds 

* AAC Advanced Audio. 
Codec, a compression for- 
mat tor digital music files 

+ BLUETODTH A wireless. 
communications standard. 
that enables mobile phones 
to communicate with PCs 
and accessories 

‘© GPRS General Packet Radio 
Systems, an upgrade to 
GSM that enables data to 
be broken up and sent in 
packets, similar to the way 
the Internet works 

* PICTBRIDGE A communi- 
cations standard that al 
lows mobile phones to con- 
nect directly to mobile 
printers 

+ TLA Throo-letter acronym, 
Duh. 

‘© WCDMA Wideband Code 
Division Multiple Access, 


the technology underpin- 
ning 3G networks 


O YOU REMEMBER 
this little game called 
Snake? If, in 1997. your 


D 


thumbs were already nimbi 
enough to worm around an al- 


phanumeric keypad, youd 
probably know what the heck 
T'm rambling about. 

During that era, when the Spice Girls 
and the Backstreet Boys—R.LPl- still 
roamed the earth, а Finnish company 
known ss Nokia was preparing to 
launch one of its first-ever multimedia. 
features оп the 6100 series mobile 
Phones. Crossing the revolution- 
ary evolutionary divide, the debut of 
Shake was a hint that the global tech- 
nology map was somehow maybe 
even deliberately—being redrawn. 

A decade is. like, a lifetime in 
ogy terms. Since then, Snake has become 
оле of the most in-demand games in our 
generation's history, installed in an est 
mated 350 million ph 
planet. Recognizing Snake's popularity, 
Nokia pimped it up a bit more by bring- 
ing ín а 3D version, Snakes, to 
the N-Gage platform earl 
year, Even supporting 
Sessions, Stakes also be 
the first N-Gage game th 
be virally distributed via Blue 
tooth, Who knew, ight? 3 
From snake toa 3 
hummingbird 

But it was а hummin 
not a snake, that ushered 
meso to speak--into the Sur 


түт?) 
ЕА кшн об 


Аде against 
tbe machine 


Gino dela Paz € ^2 
tee City Convention Centre in Singa 
pore for Nokia Connection 2006. “The 
ummingbird isan engineering marvel 
in how i eam hover indefinitely at 80 
wingbeats per second" goes ће in- 
tation, "and elegandy dar - 
between flowers, extracting 
Sweet nectar and pollinating аз 
primes 
ness Then again. as 1 was to find 
ing more 
Complex but people crave simplici 
So this Nokia hummingbird thing 
{pollinating ideas and experience as 
(беу go") wasnt as far fetched after 
ай. 


Four words to live by 
A hush fell across the auditori- 
um a» Nokia's se 
comed mobile operators indus 
шу analysis members of ihe 
worldwide press, and not п lew 
Sc to Feists 
Mushaboom,” Nokia's vision of 
tomorrow proved that, unlike 
һе utopians of the past, the com- 
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pany was overwhelmingly 
cearcyed and realistic 
about its own brand of futur- 
Nokia's grounded predictions 
revolved around four familiar words: 
live, connect, achieve, explore. To live is 
to inspire self-expression. To connect 
means balancing a products style wit 
its benefits. To achieve implies realizing 
greater business solutions. And to ex- 
plore indicates sharing one's awesome 
new discoveries. Those four catchphras- 
es also served as product categories, 
propping up Nokia's consumer studies 
and showing that one size does not 
all 
‘According to Robert Anders 
son, Executive Vice President 
Customer Market Operations 
is is an integral part of 


Nokia's strategy to connect the 


next billion mobile users. Hav- 
ing the best customer under- 
standing in the industry is vital 
to our whole business—from 
initial product designs 
through to sales and cus- 
tomer care.” That just 
means that most likely. 
there's a cell phone model 
ош there that corresponds 1 4) 


cool bundle. 


Five! New! Models! 
From grandpa rockers U2 to new 
ен prod 

‘advertising. soundirack drove 


AIL ABLE 


the mid-range, on-demand. cus 
tomization message home. (Warn: 
ing: geek speak ahead! If you want 
to drool, check the accompanying 
photos. If you want your nose to 
bleed, don't read the accompany- 
ing glossary) 

Ап easy-to-use and affordable 
3G handset, the new Nokia 6151 isa 
WCDMA-enabled phone with a 1.3 
megapixel camera. Another new 
baby i the Nokia 6080, equipped 


h 
eWith a stereo radio and VGA camera with 


video recorder. Adding to Nokia's entry- 
level range is the 1110i, a frills-free unit 
that's perfect for your 5-year-old brother 
or your technophobic grandma. 

То meet the demands of savvier users, 
Nokia also unveiled the 6275, а slim 
phone that has а 2 megapixel camera 
and an integrated stereo FM radio and 
music player, Lastly, one of the most af 
fordable CDMA models, the Nokia 2875 
азга range of fun features. including 

rideo ring tones, video streaming, an FM 
radio, a 1.3 megapixel camera. and 
more. 


Digital desires 
After the presentations, 1 wandered 
around the showcase, pausing occasion: 
ally to ugle at all the fantasti 
toys Nokia was unleash 
‘The amount of new stuff wa 
staggering, perhaps thrice my 
жен in mobile goodies and 
even more in terms ul tea 
ideas. Moreover. й was phe 
ЇЕ | somenalto note that stad 
{| ofmerely calling their spank 
Png devices “phones.” Nokia 
Tow labels them “muline 
а computers. Again. 
was слу à "Who 


and pers 
From 
should + 
young р 
duce) а 
whereve 
years afi 
pate this 
which hi 
"шуа 
Ally 
look bac 
wnung 
eras, am 
tash i 
спо nc. 
media 1 
laced b 
are wat 
listening 
relvingt 
machin 
tenainn 
Onit 
timesal 
other. a 
someih 
why nc 
me 


ne 

he Hea 
f ction -Aad 
4 


‘said that the entries were impres- 
[d a lot of them were professionally 
‘any of them did things 1 cannot 
he said. Some kneeled and 
some stripped and some even 
laybe they were trying to get into 
ng show, maybe they think its 
in idol 
а that the most difficult thing to do 
[ng the whole team that they were 
do the show and that they were 
work on it for over half a year. "I 
ıJ them its a mega-sized produc- 
its going to make your life inter- 
ind you're going to see your family 
you have to sell it, market it and 
luce it. Its such а huge produc- 
most to the point of being scary" 


ople, less budget 
helped that they had the support 
Lum-Van Munster, creator of The 
Race, who worked closely with 
Jd his team on The Amazing Race 
was impressed by how much we 
е to do with less people and less 


sponsors were also a key factor in 
the ‘show. "Without their support, 
d not be able to put the show to- 
[It wasnt just money, he said. "We 
má our vision, our passion. They 
ed to the show beyond money—it 

passion that was really amazing." 


Nokia launches 5 new mobile phones 
Î ana teaches the world how to tive, 
bi connect, achieve, 


тїй that suggested 
К renter things to come for 
the rest of this decade. 
Back at the workshops, I 
vas fortunate to see Mark 
ly, VP for Multimedia 
һ action, He spoke more 
Dou these” multimedia 
omputes, pointing out 
"whey demonstrate the 
nvergence of television, 
isi, the internet, social 
forking, selEbroadeasti 
information management. } 
bservatons, he said we | 
tra whole generation of | 
} who'll watch (and pro- 
| on their mobile devices 
у are. Happening just 5 
2 launch of mobile TV, he 
that we should also antici 
|d to go the way of mobile 
[c peer-to-peer revolution, 
Fendy created exciting cul. 
Tomies among the youth. 
about the future made me 
ımpler analog times. Yeah, 
‘using 35mm film cam- 
buying CDs seem so hope- 
ейи and considerably 
ah today's breed of muli 
es, especially those pro- 
за, less and less of our set 
traditional television and 
radio, More and more are 
ir computers and handheld 
B отсе for customized en- 


hand, it could mean scary 
„r old-school media. On the. 
spells is progress, which is 
much rather focus on. And 
‘ou think about it, we've 
эпе wav from Snake, 


NOT CRYING 
anymore. Allan 
Wuis the host of. 
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MALAYSIA 
might just be 
one of the 
places visited by 
the contestants 
of TARA. 


The Amazing 
Race Asia 


‘The words “passion” and “amazing” 
resonated throughout the day. 

"The Amazing Race Asia finished produc- 
tion last month. At the end of it, they cele- 
brated with a big party "Everybody hugged 
опе another. There was a sense of relief. Ev- 
eryone was drinking, people were being 
thrown into the pool. The emotions, it was 
so touching. It was just like the United Na 
tions, whatever nationality culture or lan- 
guage, there was a sense of achievement 
there. And you felt that Asia was united in 
that room, exploding in one spirit,” Ricky 
said, geting goose bumps as he talked. 

‘The show в currently in post-production 
and will be aired on AXN later this year 
Ricky said, “It is a production that matches. 
the production that you see in the original 
‘Amazing Race.” 

Although careful not to say too much, 
Ricky gladly shared what he thought about 
the contestants. "They are savvy. These are. 
people who have traveled a lot. They are 
very intelligent, you wont find them mak- 
ing silly mistakes. They are comfortable in 
front of the camera, they can live with the 
camera next to them. They are very confi- 
dent people. But the race puts you through 
extreme pressure, lack of sleep and rur 
ning around, and then you realize that ev- 
erybody has weaknesses.” 

The contestants! motivation is another 
thing that sets the show арап, Ricky said. 
"Unlike in the US version, we dont have 
people who want to win this for the money. 
‘Thats a big factor They didn't do this be- 

MADEICK 


explore in 2006 


ete Конот, one of aru Lees op ТЕМА, ering her grad vacuo n uat 


Sara Lee helped me see the world! 


Years ago Roselle Nonescan would р through pictures of beautiful 
ces and exotic landscapes and fantasize about visting those places. At 
ibat бте, she and husband Ariel were engaged in а suing of smal 
businesses living in an empty enc ec" house owned by Ariel's parents. 

Business was good put Roseke's busy schedule prevented her from 
spending quiley ume with her family Hence. she decided to concentrate. 
‘omer dealership with Sara Lee Direct Seling, 

“| chose Sara Lee because the products are very good and 
consumable, allowing for repeat orders that wil provide me with regular 
income” says Roselle, who В now Sara Lee Direct Selings second top 
performing independent business manager (BM) for 2006.1 knew that 
Because of its earning capaci, | will be able to lil my wish to travel 
abroad" 

Rosele was right. Now, she has more time for her growing family 
She реш to изин frequently too. Now | get to travel every year - go 
sightseeing do а lot of shopping and eat native dishes from each country 
we vit” she gushes. She adds that their regular cips have become 
Bonding sessions for the whole famáy "Weve become coser to each 
other sker each overseas travel” Aside from yearly travels, Roselie and 
Але can akso now afford new cars and have a dream house in Batangas 

Now. the Nonescans ive a vasty diferente f business was good 
for the couple years эра, Кз even beter now with Sara Lee Direct Seling. 
Indeed Sara Lee makes dreams come true painting Ме with more color 
and енку 

Sora Loe Direct Seling Pippi. ne бе authorized derker of prestipo: 
brands tat incite енә», Hanes. Chompen Wonderbra Jos My Sae, Geb Aude. 
Colour Cafecto, Beauty Touch, hana, Georgie On ke, VS Versus, Narmete, ond 
orici Sore Lee Direc Seling Pháppnes nc i dio known as Fater Coxe bn Loti 
‘Ameria and Notretes in many parts of te word I you have questions, need 
ávana mformavon er wish ta become o dee cl 859-1000 or send on emad to 
‘isomer. ловат розтане ph, You con cso send кирине through far 
mter 807-2279 mer oko pet к об through ter ot 09219643367 or 0915 
зади 


Faithism n, Having 
well-founded 
belicfs in faith, as 
well as questions to 
affirm them 


Minimalism n. 
A belief that life 
should be kept 
simple and. 


| Activism л. State of 
| being vocal about 
personal beliefs and. 
taking action where 
| change is seen fit 


unadulterated 


Favoritism л. A 
treatment given to 
exalt or glorify one 
item from a fixed 
set or grouping 


Animalism n. State 
| wherein people act 
like animals 


Miro-ism л 
A state wherein 
опе inspires% 
creativitys 
through frees 


Autism n. The state 
of having your own 


world Feminism n. А expression, 
belief that the dynamism, ана? 
Capitalism л. An female species із fears о. 


inclination to start a 
business despite the 
lack of money 


equal and as strong E 


as its male coun- E 
к Monogamism n. 


Sticking to just опе: 
lifetime partner“; 
wherein old men through and. 
find their ultimate through * 
pleasure in telling ї 
green jokes to Mysticism n. At 


younger women; belie! qu 
a belief you don’t: 
know 


Carism n. An 
extreme state of 
infatuation wherein 
cars are treated like 
human beings 


Garylism n. State 


Chauvinism 7. 
Men's belief that 
they should always 
COME first 


Gayism n. Being 
proud and happy 
of one's sexual 


Narcissism n." 
A belief that. 


Chenelism л. А preference it’s the pleasur 
state wherein peo- of other peopl 
ple use the words Holyism п. А tomeet them 


“chenes” and 
"chenelin" to re- 
place nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, and 


strong belief in 
divine intervention. 
and that everything 
we do and choose 


that 


Optimism 
A belief. 


adverbs; often todo is manifested there is always 
confused with through God's а Positive side 
chuvanism "signs" to every situation 


ats 


o 


ISM n. the essence of a person; 
a personal belief and conviction; 
a distinct quality in everyone 


ELBA 


ALL 


NEED TO 
CARE FOR 
YOUR 
CLOTHES 


Get the complete clothes 
care system you'll ever need. 
The Elba Washer and Dryer 
guarantees total worry-free 


performance providing maximum 
leaning all your clothes. 


Available in Stackable Kit „ 


WASHER & DRYER 


YOU 


ELI 


CA 


Automatic 


CENTRE 


ABENSON 


Patriotism л. A 
strong conviction to 
love the country 
you serve under, 
even if it doesn’t 
love you back. 


Huit-ism n. A 
state wherein 
men of power 
and confidence 
find a renewed 
passion for living 


Chuvanism n. 
A state wherein 
people can’t express 
themselves without 
using the word 
“chuva” in their 


sentences { - 
Pessimism п. Being 


positive that nothing 
will go right 


Linearism n. 
Possessing rigid 
personalities and a 
one-track mind 


Colonialism n. 
A strong belief in 
anything that is not 
locally made 


Sadism n. Finding. 
pleasure in putting” 
other people through +: 
painful situations 


LSSism n. A habit 
of humming or 
singing songs that 
leave a residual 
effect in the 
listener's head 
called "Last Song 
Syndrome" 


Confusionism 7. 
A state wherein 
one has the habit 
of asking highly 
philosophical 
questions. 


Skinnyism n. An 
obsession with — 
achieving a waif 
figure 


Deauville-ism n. 
A refreshed state 
] wherein one 
inspires beauty 
through purity, 
innocence, and 
freshness. 


Sosyalism n. A state. 
wherein one finds 
happiness in going 
out and socializing 
with people 


Machoism n. 
Men's pride in 
showing off their 
own muscles, no 
matter how under- 


developed they аго Superiorism n. А: 


state wherein people 
place themselves 
above others in 
social class and 
consider themselves 
better than everyone 
else 


Masochism л 
State wherein one 
discovers how 
much love 
hurts... real good 


Digitalism п. An 
ij obsession with 
digital technology 
and its corres- 
ponding appara- 
fuses Materialism 7. 
A belief that great 
happiness is found. 
in material things 


Vanityism n. A 
belief that achieving 
one's ultimate state 
of beauty is worth 


Exaggerism n. 
A state wherein one 
tends to respond 
extraordinarily to 


Maximalism n. 
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any cost 
ordinary questions А belief that living 

or situations a full life means Virginism n. A 

having everything. conviction to really 

, Exhibitionism л. inexcess stay a virgin until 

Í А belief in doing after marriage: 

things fora good Mechanism л. A usually possessed 


belief that there is a 
machine forevery task 


by convent-bred 


cause. like giving 
schoolgirls 


a free show 


D 


nade i im As йа for Asians — 


strengths and weaknesses ut, I think you will not be 
mo 
fa done it, they regret, they ery about 
wil be enough drama on it, but they find enough energy to going tow 
azing Race Asia, according eryones story is lly going to want to be a part of 
nal joumey for 
thcir ov When the show And more people might just get 


Move farther into a bigger world, 


Cathay Pacific moves you to over 90 destinations worldwide: 


The FabAyalai Mals 


quem gem 


‘welcome | 
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Twentysomething director Adrian Calumpang shows how pop 
culture and advertising intersect 


By Gino dela Paz Day Funk campai something that will help the  reapproprieted the concept and 
by Parokya ni Edgar, left off. y made it quirkier with a fish eye 
B YNOW, THOSE OF "Т наз really inspired by John Ifyou think aboutit, youth isa lens. If you want to be technical 


Hughes films from the '80s. His very mature subject. So to give about it, its called the 23-5 let 
you who fall under jy. have become archetypal everything an happy golud 


wr. terboxsplitscreen." 


the student species ore ren genre” Adrian seys. ban gos, Adrian looked m the ^ Admimedhy shooting а com. 
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eher ren cozy with tlie wille ateading schoolin bomowed fom Hype Willams foot coridor war а challenge 

in and gotten cozy with ды, he is defintely influ- RAB and hiphop videos. 1 just “But you cant compare the Pe 
, enced by subcultures, including 


wards of seeing the finished prod- 
uct,” Adrian counters. "Working 
with Kamikazee was a breeze 
since they're energetic guys who 
are used to being themselves. 1 
think we cast everyone, including. 
the extras, perfectly It was just 
like being in high school again!" 

‘And in case any of you reading 
this wanna make mini music 


HOTSHOTTO 
WATCH. Adrian. 
Calumpang's work 
has appeared in UK| 
magazines like 


movies in the near future, Adrian. 
throws down a few tips. "Direct- 
ing a TV commercial involves a 
lot of problem solving. There's alt 
soa lot of waiting, which is neces- 
sary to get everything in place 
and to make sure you made thé 
right decision. If you like that sort 
of thing, then this job is for you." 


(See related story on Page D4) 
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even Donnie Darko Despite the new-gen attitude, 
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along with, or danced to the Rex шк шест. Adrian admis that 
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Forget the offside 
rule, Cebuano bands 
aren't playing under 
FIFA reguiations 


THE AMBASSADORS are Iping Amores, Bai Nunez, Joseph Agura, and Dennis Suarez. Faspitch are Henry Allen, Russell Manaloto, Trick, 
'ekaboo" Manreal. Urbandub are Gabby Alipe, John Dinopol, Lalay Lim, and John Mendoza. 


‘Trevor Bicknel, and Pacco“ 


By Pepe Diokno 


ESS THAN A YEAR AGO, 1 WENT ТО 
Cebu to go to a party-slash-concert. T 
was looking forward to it cause 1 
Thought I'd see my favorite Manila bands play 
in Cebu. And that, you know, isa thrill. Whee. 

You can imagine how 1 freaked out when I 
saw the line-up and did not recognize a single 
act, 1 felt like а foreigner—people started 
speaking to me in Bisaya, and I nearly tan out 
of the place. 

1 didn't, of course, cause the place was 
packed and 1 didn't know how to say “excuse 
me" in Bisaya. But ГЇЇ tell ya, It was a good 
thing stayed. 

Theres an active music scene in Cebu. You 
can probably even go there just to see bands 
perform. Its a scene full of creativity and spir- 
it. They re making music loud enough for peo- 
ple around the country to hear. 

А prime example is Urbandub, who Manila 
audiences are familiar with, They recently 
had their first major release, “Embrace”, and, 
are enjoying major airplay. 

Other Cebuano bands are nearing the na- 
tionwide radar, like The Ambassadors and 
Taspitch. 

The Ambassadors are a fun band and they 
are starting to make waves in the capital as 
well. 

Faspitch just released their first album, 
“The Future of Ear Repair" Their "hardcore. 
screamyourearsoff music with elements of 
hiphop and chill stuff” is steadily gaining a 
following. 

1 got to sit down with Lalay Lim (Urban- 
dub's bassist), Henry Allen (Faspitch's vocal- 
jst), and Bai Nunez (guitars and vocals for 
"The Ambassadors) fora Super! interview. 


vds 2 

HIGH VOCALS. From right The 

| Ambassadors’ Iping Amores, Urbandub's. 
Gabby Alpe, Fach Henry Allen. 


thside rule 


e 


Did you guys go to music school? 

Henry (Faspitch): No. But most of us have 
taken lessons at some point in our lives. 

Bai (Ambassadors): No. 

Lalay (Urbandub): No. We were all self- 
taught. 

When did musi 
your lives? 

Henry: We all started getting influenced by 
music at-really young ages, but never really 
participated in actually music-making until 
around high school level. 

Bai: Yeah, highschool, too. 

How has your sound changed through 
the years? 

Henry: We've gotten more conscious of the 
dynamics of the song and the arrangement 
styles that we want for it. I see us experiment 
ing with a lot of different things in the future. 

Bai: We don't really know how our sound 
has changed through the years. We don't 
know where our sound is going either! 

Lalay: We've really matured. Lyrically, mu- 
sically. I think its just that as you keep making 
music, you get to know what it is you want. 

You're an independent band. Is "inde- 
pendence” a concern you have when it 
‘comes to signing with a major record la- 
bel? 

Bai: Yes. 

Henry: Weve never actually thought of 
that, If such a situation does arise, indepen- 
dence would be a concern, yeah. We kinda 
like it the way itis now though. 

Lalay: Well, we just had our first major re- 
lease under EMI. We're very happy. We were. 
able to keep our indie spirit. We produced the. 
record ourselves, we got to do it in Cebu. We 
were just given a budget. EMI gave us free 
дот, 
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Super cornered the Rexona First Day High 5 and quizzed mE 


them on personal highs, lows, and stuff in between "in buon occu e ra 
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From page D3 


what's the best thing someone's ever 
said about your work? 

Henry: Whether someone sends me a long- 
winded message about how nice our album 
was or just a short "you guys are great” mes- 
sage its still an awesome feeling inside. 

Lalay: We have a group of fans who go to 
our gigs, and they gave us ай shirts! 1 think 
that saysa lt. 

What are the differences between Mani- 
la audiences and Visayan audiences? 

Bai: Visayans are hard to please! 

Henry: | think mostly the Manila audience 
is a bit more participative. Cebuanos love to 
listen, is just what they do, they listen to your 
music and you can tell they аге really listen- 
ing 

Talay: Manila audiences are more expres- 
sive. Visayan audiences are more reserved 
But in other provinces, audiences are really 
wild think i's because hey e deprived. 

What do you think about getting your 
music available through the internet? 

Bal: Online music sharing is cool. 

Henry: 1 think for bands like us, who are 
just stating out and trying to build a ame for 
Ourselves, its a great opportunity Is some- 
thing we can't pass up. 

Lalay: Music streaming is a big help. But 
downloading is another question: 

"Do you think Filipino bands have the po- 
tential to go Asia-wide, or world-wide? 
What do you think is keeping us? 

Henry: Filipino bands can conquer the 
world There is so much talent just waiting to 

\ Be unleashed from this country. I think we ust 
n NOW SHOWING need to conquer chat crab mentality many of 
S us have, For me thats the reason many Fil 
8 ipinos, not just bands, have a hard time mak- 
wwwasupermanreturns-asia.com { ingit big internationally. 
x Lalay: think i'sa question of trying. Cause 
we can do it, we just need to пу. 
What are the problems facing Visayan 
bands atthe moment? 
ars dela ore "T Henry: There aren't enough venues to play 
MIT NE n er at down here. Bands down here would be 
ss- — lucky to get three gigs in a month, whereas up 
in Manila you could do three gigs im one 
night. 
Bai: Yes, gigs and venues. 
a What are the advantages of being a 
TH Visayan band? 
fonts Henry: Well, because there's so little to do 
E down here bands just keep on practicing- 
simpy se ours Practice, practice, make musie, maybe playa 
Money Mobile Pay gig or two, then practice some more, thats 
_estorecade> space атоо o1 how we keep ourselves together down here, 
ы клини! Bai: Being able to sing Visayan songs! ч 
a | What can you say to bands who are far 
ure message or ringtone) ' from the "centers" of the country? 
when you buy ony ps 1| — Henry: I say just keep on working hard. ba 
=e —J NEMI 7| teve in yourselves and the music you make 
ume елук ий evenly ano pace 
Lalay: You have to keep trying, Leave your 
comfort zones, Yes, is unavoidable ro leave 
the place you're based in if you want to go fa, 
bui you have to take risk. es hard work, but 
eega ME ШШ ان‎ ifyo ove music, thats Ji you ned. 
EY =a Whatare your goals? 
SUPERMAN ona slated characters and element are аде of and © DC Comics. LT Bai: Were going o rock and oll 
eto cea, cr poe il te Nei: “Dy St аас Pr Lalay: Um, maybe just to make it around 
Seale Жина tetur ве dati io. That's reachable, think. 
Eire erigere rete rete È m—€— cn Ivane to wina Gramm. 
For more information, visit Lighter Records” 
| website ar uipz/lightrrecords muliplycom 
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